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MESSAGE FROM THE BOARD

ONLINE SOCIAL MEETINGS AND EVENTS OVERVIEW
ONLINE CULTURAL MEETING - Amadeo Peter Giannini, Il Banchiere Galantuomo
Sunday, November 15th at 3:00 PM (ET)
EXPLORING ITALY’S INFLUENCE ON AMERICAN CUISINE AND CULTURE - Amy Riolo
Tuesday, November 17th at 12:00 PM (ET)
ON THE MOVE: ALTERNATIVE FORM OF JOURNEYS THROUGH AN ARTISTIC LENS - New York 
University in Washington, DC and The University of Palermo
Thursday, December 3rd at 4:30 PM (ET)

Buongiorno cari amici, 

Our Virtual Gala 2020 was a huge success! Thank you for helping us make it such 
a memorable event. We couldn’t have done any of it without your incredible 
support and generosity. The full Gala video is still available on our website and 
on YouTube. We are all so proud and grateful to be part of this extraordinary 
community! 

There is much to look forward to in the coming weeks at ICS. On November 
15, author Giorgio Chiarva will present his book, “Amadeo Peter Giannini, Il 
Banchiere Galantuomo,” in conversation with acclaimed film director Giuliano 
Montaldo (in Italian, with the participation of ParoLab - Italians in DC and Le 
D.I.V.E.). “Il Banchiere Galantuomo” tells the riveting story of Amadeo Peter 
Giannini, the Italian who founded the Bank of Italy, which later became Bank of 
America. (Click here to RSVP). 

And on December 3rd, ICS is partnering up with New York University in Washington, 
DC and the University of Palermo to bring you “On the Move: Alternative Forms 
of Journeys through an Artistic Lens.” This beautifully curated event will explore 
the meaning of the word “journey” to those who have had no choice but to 
migrate in pursuit of a safer and better future, through inspiring photography, 
filmmaking and dance presentations.

Grazie di cuore e a presto!

Carola Mamberto
Acting Board President 

http://www.italianculturalsociety.org
https://gala.italianculturalsociety.org/
https://youtu.be/DyVyieMtJ40
https://ics-november-event.eventbrite.com
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THE ITALIAN CULTURAL SOCIETY 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
Carola Mamberto: Acting Board President
Francesca Casazza: Executive Director
Bruce Esposito: Treasurer
Dario Penzo: Secretary

HONORARY MEMBERS
Luigi De Luca: President Emeritus
Ronald Cappelletti: President Emeritus
Romeo Segnan: Member At Large 

ICS STAFF
Francesca Casazza: Executive Director
Lucy Fonseca: Administrative and Office Manager
Dario Penzo: Marketing and Events Coordinator
Felicia Toscano: Director of the ICS Music School
Fiorenza Castelli: Workshop and Summer Camp Coordinator

ITALIAN LANGUAGE PROGRAM
Valentina Asciutti, Federica   Barella, Barbara Bersing, Annelise 
Brody, Sofia Caligiuri, Fiorenza Castelli, Luigi De Luca, Silvana De 
Luca, Alessandra Di Vetta, Cristiana Fabiani, Giovanna Galletta, 
Laura Loddo, Nicoletta Nencioli, Dario Penzo, Mariana Petrova 
Tacheva, Camilla Presti, Antonella Salvatore Pellegrino, Claudio 
Tanca, Felicia Toscano

GALA 2020 SPONSORS

PLATINUM: Mediaset Italia
BRONZE: Pirelli Tires, Study in Italy
BEVERAGE SPONSORS: Campari, Il Cantiniere Imports and 
Distributing, Inc. in collaboration with Marramiero

DINNER SPONSOR: Roberto Donna
AUCTION MAIN DONORS: St. James’s Club Morgan Bay, B&B 
Sol’Art, Study in Italy School Genoa, Hotel Palazzo Grillo, 
Barboursville Vineyards & Palladio Restaurant, Peuterey, Melitta 
P LLC, David Cieslikowski, Maria Luisa Moen, Melody Yazdani 
Studios, Ferrero, Sofia Caligiuri and Lucy Fonseca for baskets 
preparation, Felicia Toscano, Gianpiero Antonazzo, Francesca 
Casazza for the concert with aperitivo, Dario Penzo, Cristiana 
Fabiani, Valentina Asciutti, Antonella Salvatore, Fiorenza Castelli, 
Annelise Brody Morani, Laura Moticka Loddo

INDIVIDUAL DONORS GALA 2020
Jean Jawdat, Lucia Wolf, Barbara L. Brody, Michael Farrell, Alex 
Guinand, Jane Bouton, Claudia Nagan, Ana Fournier-Herrera & 
Raul Herrera, Richard Schiripa, Cathy Hollinger, Bruce Esposito, 
Ellen & Jackson Coppley, Ranieri Cavaceppi, Richard Farmer, 
Silvana & Luigi De Luca, Paolo Vidoli, Judith M Rossi, David 
Cieslikowski, Elizabeth DeLeon-Jones, Salvatore Romano, 
Francesca Casazza, Annelise Brody, Carola Mamberto, Sara 
Forden, Diane Eames, Emily Alexander

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS
Family: Lauren Van Wazer & family, Parker Bennett & 
family, Mary Casazza & family, Erika Chahil & family
Single: Emma Hangen, Silvia Mancini, Mary Ann Re, Sheila 
O’Neill, Jenifer Luck, Karen Olsen, Cristina Campassi, Vittoria Ci-
oce, Thomas Stallone
Student: Kim Redlich
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WE ARE SOCIAL! 

DIRECTORS
Ellen Coppley: Fundraising
Sara Forden: Communication
Salvatore Romano: Membership 
Elizabeth De Leon-Jones: Events and Communication
Annelise Brody: ILP Advisor
David Cieslikowski: Photographer and Governance
Chiara Gastaldi: Events and Finance

SUPPORT THE ICS

BECOME A MEMBER

AMAZON SMILE

http://www.italianculturalsociety.org
https://www.facebook.com/italianculturalsocietydc
https://www.instagram.com/italian.cultural.society/
https://twitter.com/The_ICS_
http://www.italianculturalsociety.org/donate-2/
http://www.italianculturalsociety.org/join-or-renew-your-ics-membership/
http://www.italianculturalsociety.org/amazon-smile/
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THE ITALIAN CULTURAL SOCIETY VIRTUAL GALA 2020
NICOLETTA NENCIOLI AIKEN INTERVISTA FRANCESCA CASAZZA   

“Un Gala italiano. Virtuale. Creato, visto e trasmesso 
da un lato all’altro dell’ Oceano. Un Gala di successo, 
che ha portato l’Italia, vera e tangibile, quella della 
‘Rinascita’, nonostante il Covid, nelle case degli amici 
americani , italiani e di tanti altri. In America e nel 
Belpaese.
Stiamo parlando del Gala annuale dell’ Italian Cultural 
Society di Washington D.C., storica associazione non-
profit che promuove la cultura italiana dal 1953, con 
focus sulla promozione della lingua.
 Il Gala è andato in streaming il primo novembre, 
intorno alle 4 di pomeriggio in America e alle 10 di 
sera italiane: lo hanno seguito in diretta centinaia di 
amanti della penisola. E piu’ di un migliaio di persone 
ne hanno visto il video in differita.
Ad idearlo e dirigerlo, Francesca Casazza, Executive 
Director dell’organizzazione:

Q: Francesca come è nata l’idea di questo Gala?

A: Da anni, a maggio, diamo vita ad una serata elegante 
ma sobria - non in lungo, per intenderci - per celebrare 
la nostra cultura, i vincitori delle nostre borse di studio, 
i nostri soci e studenti, gli imprenditori e tutti coloro 
che ci sostengono. È il nostro evento di fundraising, 
dedicato ogni anno ad un aspetto di rilievo della cultura 
italiana, ed  a cui invitiamo un ospite d’onore , che si 
è distinto proprio nel settore prescelto   in America 
e nel mondo.  Abbiamo cosi’ celebrato la musica, la 
danza, il cinema, la moda. Quest’anno eravamo pronti 
per presentare “L’Italia e il teatro” per il Gala 2020 
alla nostra bellissima Ambasciata a Washington, dove 
normalmente avviene, ma abbiamo fermato tutto per 
ovvi motivi. 

Q:  Quest’anno è stata una grande sfida non potendo 
farlo in persona….

A: Si, infatti, dalla primavera il Gala Committee ha 
iniziato a riunirsi per mettere a punto quella che e’ 
stata poi l’idea portante di questa edizione: celebrare 
il ‘Risveglio’ dello Spirito e della creativita’ italiane 
all’interno di un evento epocale come una pandemia. 
Volevamo da un lato riconoscere e rispettare il dolore 
della situazione corrente, e  dall’altro evitare di 
concentraci solo sulla sua  tragicità. Abbiamo scelto 
di presentare il ‘positivo’ della risposta degli italiani 
al ‘virus’, per cui sono stati elogiati nel mondo: con 
orgoglio, abbiamo messo in evidenza il meglio, le 

riflessioni, i gesti, l’empatia, ma anche le nuove 
produzioni create per superare questo momento. Dal 
nostro brainstorming è nato il titolo “Reawakening – 
A celebration of Italian innovation, creativity and the 
human spirit” 
 	
Q: Come hai scelto-trovato gli ospiti?

A: Volevamo coinvolgere vari settori e mostrare 
l’impatto e i cambiamenti a cui questa pandemia 
ha portato un po’ tutti. Persone, industrie, creativi, 
amministrazioni locali. Ci aveva colpito la ‘rinascita’ 
del ponte di Genova, cosi’ come la riconversione di 
una azienda alla produzione di mascherine, e le nuove 
forme di espressione di musicisti e ballerini bloccati 
dalla pandemia.
 Personalmente io ero in Liguria come ogni estate, e 
a Genova ho assistito all’inaugurazione del nuovo 
ponte, che ha rimpiazzato il Ponte Morandi: niente di 
meglio per esprimere un messaggio di “Reawakening 
– risveglio”. Il Sindaco, Marco Bucci,   uomo che è 
riuscito ad uscire vincente da una situazione difficile 
per la città, richiamando società e architetti italiani e 
di fama mondiale, ha accettato l’invito a partecipare 
al nostro Gala. Allo stesso modo, a Camogli, Beppe 
Severgnini – autore del nuovo libro ‘Nuovi italiani’ – ha 
risposto positivamente al nostro invito al  Gala. Altri 
membri del Comitato organizzativo hanno contattato 
altri ospiti e interpreti. Per parlare di ‘Scienza italiana’ 
abbiamo avuto la fortuna di avere tra le ‘amiche’ della 
comunita’ italiana a Washington la Dott.ssa Cristina 
Cassetti che coordina varie iniziative sui vaccini anti-
covid all’Istituto  nazionale malattie infettive Usa. 
 Q. Anche logisticamente deve esser stata un’impresa…
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A: In effetti si. Ma grazie alla professionalita’ e alla 
passione di tanti amici dell’ Ics, di membri del Gala 
Committee, e di aziende come la ‘Yoge Comunicazione 
Sensibile’ che ha fornito cameramen e produttore dei 
video a Camogli e Genova, siamo riusciti ad offrire 
un ‘prodotto’ completo e professionale, che ha unito 
interviste , spettacoli, immagini, canto.
Tra i tanti , Voglio citare in particolare il contributo della 
nostra Acting Board President,  una produttrice e regista 
di documentari,  Carola Mamberto. L’omaggio generoso 
al Maestro Ennio Morricone dei chitarristi professionisti 
Felicia Toscano e Luigi Picardi - ConTemporary Duo. La 
meravigliosa coreografia di Mimmo Miccolis, Timeless, 
realizzata durante il Summer Intensive degli studenti 
professionisti della Washington School of Ballet

Q Come ha risposto il pubblico?
A: Bene, oltre 1.000 persone hanno visto il video su 
YouTube, su Facebook o sul nostro sito. Dai meravigliosi 
e sentiti feedback che abbiamo ricevuto, credo che 
siamo riuscite a trasmettere un senso di comunità 
forte e genuino. Credo che il pubblico si sia emozionato 
e abbia colto il vero messaggio: “Never give up!” Il 
Sindaco Bucci, ci ha detto di aver imparato inizialmente 
questo concetto in America, ma di vederlo espresso 
chiaramente anche da molti italiani.

Q: Come e’ andato il fundraising? 

A: Il fundraising è andato bene, considerando 
il momento. Chiaramente non ho sollecitato 
sponsorizzazioni o donazioni per l’asta online a settori 
che hanno sofferto; non era il momento, però chi 
poteva ha risposto e continua a farlo. L’asta, curata 
completamente da Dario Penzo, e la cena deliziosa di 
Roberto Donna hanno contribuito al successo.

Q: Qual è stato il passaggio durante il gala…che ti ha 
personalmente emozionata di piu’?

A: Tutto, mi è piaciuto tutto. Perché ho apprezzato ogni 
ospite, ma il momento più emozionante è stato il video 
testimonial dei nostri studenti, realizzato da Carola 
: le registrazioni fatte in casa hanno mostrato cuore, 
spontaneita’ e sono state davvero gratificanti per tutti 
noi. Mi sono commossa, non solo la prima volta, ma 
ogni volta che la guardo!

Q: Immagino avrai ancora mille idee in cantiere da 
realizzare ‘virtualmente’…

A: Eh, sì, meglio organizzarsi in questa direzione, ancora 

per un po’. Sarà una sfida ora creare la Festa di Natale 
e di Carnevale online: ma la semplicità e le piccole 
gioie animeranno questi prossimi brevi “saluti e scambi 
di auguri virtuali’. I programmi culturali online che 
continuiamo a proporre stanno riscuotendo interesse 
sin da marzo scorso. Sono tutti sul nostro sito. Stay 
tuned per scoprire i prossimi appuntamenti!!

Q C’è un messaggio finale che vuoi mandare? 

A – Un messaggio l’ho già mandato con il Gala. Il lavoro 
di squadra, la collaborazione, la passione, il lavoro 
svolto con impegno, etica e rispetto per gli altri, danno 
tanta, tanta soddisfazione.

http://www.italianculturalsociety.org
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NICOLETTA NENCIOLI INTERVIEWS FRANCESCA CASAZZA
TRANSLATION BY SALVATORE ROMANO
An Italian Gala. Virtual. Created, seen and transmitted from 
one side of the ocean to the other. A successful Gala, which 
brought Italy, real and tangible, that of the ‘Renaissance’, 
despite Covid, into homes of American and Italian friends 
and many others, in America and in Italy.

We are talking about the annual Gala of the Italian Cultural 
Society of Washington D.C., a historic non-profit association 
that has been promoting Italian culture since 1953, with a 
focus on the promotion of the language.

The Gala was streamed on November 1st, around 4 p.m. in 
America and 10 p.m. in Italy, when hundreds of lovers of the 
peninsula followed it live. In addition, more than a thousand 
people have watched the video on a delayed basis.

Francesca Casazza, Executive Director of the organization, 
conceived and directed the Gala: 

Q: Francesca how did the idea for this Gala come about?

A: For years, in May, we have been giving life to an elegant 
but sober evening - not long, so to speak - to celebrate our 
culture, the winners of our scholarships, our members and 
students, entrepreneurs and all those who support us. It is 
our fundraising event, dedicated every year to an important 
aspect of Italian culture, and to which we invite a guest of 
honor, who has distinguished himself in the chosen sector 
in America and around the world. We have celebrated 
music, dance, cinema, and fashion. This year we were 

ready to present “Italy and the theater” for the 2020 Gala 
at our beautiful Embassy in Washington, where it normally 
happens, but we stopped everything for obvious reasons.

Q: Has this year been a great challenge not being able to 
do it in person?

A: Yes, in fact, since the spring the Gala Committee had 
begun to meet to fine-tune what was then the main idea of 
this version: to celebrate the ‘Awakening’ of the Italian Spirit 
and creativity within an epochal event like a pandemic. We 
wanted on the one hand to recognize and respect the pain 
of the current situation, and on the other to avoid focusing 
only on its tragic nature. We have chosen to present the 
‘positive’ of the Italians’ response to the virus, for which 
they have been praised in the world. With pride we have 
highlighted the best, the reflections, the gestures, the 
empathy, but also the new productions created to overcome 
this moment. The title “Reawakening - A celebration of 
Italian innovation, creativity and the human spirit” was born 
from our brainstorming.

Q: How did you choose/find guests?

A: We wanted to involve various sectors of society and show 
the impact and changes that this pandemic has brought 
to everyone:  people, industries, creative endeavors, local 
administrations. We were struck by the ‘rebirth’ of the 
Genoa bridge, as well as the conversion of a company to the 
production of masks, and the new forms of expression of 
musicians and dancers blocked by the pandemic.
I was in Liguria, as I am every summer, and while in Genoa 
I attended the inauguration of the new bridge, which 
replaced the Morandi Bridge. There was nothing better to 
express a “Reawakening - awakening” message. The Mayor, 
Marco Bucci, accepted the invitation to participate in our 
Gala. He is a man who managed to successfully traverse a 
difficult situation for the city, attracting Italian and world-
famous companies and architects. Likewise, in Camogli, 
Beppe Severgnini - author of the new book ‘New Italians’ 
- responded positively to our invitation to the Gala. Other 
members of the Organizing Committee contacted other 
guests and interpreters. We were lucky to have Dr. Cristina 
Cassetti among the ‘friends’ of the Italian community in 
Washington to talk about ‘Italian science.’ Dr. Cassetti 
coordinates various initiatives on anti-Covid vaccines at the 
United States National Institute for Infectious Diseases.

Q. Logistically, it must have been work too?
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A: Indeed yes. But thanks to the professionalism and passion 
of many friends of ICS, members of the Gala Committee, and 
companies such as the ‘Yoge Comunicazione Sensibile’ that 
provided cameramen and a video producer in Camogli and 
Genoa, we were able to offer a complete and professional 
product, which combined interviews, performances, 
images, and singing.

Among the many, I want to mention in particular is the 
contribution of our Acting Board President, a producer 
and director of documentaries, Carola Mamberto. Also 
wonderful was the generous tribute to Maestro Ennio 
Morricone by professional guitarists Felicia Toscano 
and Luigi Picardi - ConTemporary Duo. The wonderful 
choreography named “Timeless” by Mimmo Miccolis, was 
created during the Summer by the professional students of 
the Washington School of Ballet.

Q How did the audience respond?

A: Well over 1,000 people have seen the video combined on 
YouTube, Facebook and our web site. From the wonderful 
and heartfelt feedback we have received, I believe we 
have managed to convey a strong and genuine sense of 
community. I think the audience was excited and received 
the real message: “Never give up!” Mayor Bucci told us that 
he initially learned this concept in America, but that I think 
it is also clearly expressed by many Italians.

Q: How did fundraising go?

A: Fundraising went well considering the moment. Clearly, I 
have not solicited sponsorships or donations for the online 

auction from sectors that have suffered; it was not the time, 
but those who could, have answered and continue to do so. 
The auction, entirely curated by Dario Penzo, and Roberto 
Donna’s delicious dinner contributed to the success.

Q: What part of the gala moved you the most personally?

A: Everything, I liked everything. Because I appreciated 
every guest, but the most exciting moment was the 
testimonial videos of our students, made by Carola: the 
homemade recordings showed heart, spontaneity and were 
truly gratifying for all of us. I was moved, not only the first 
time, but every time I look at it!

Q: I imagine you will still have a thousand ideas in the 
pipeline to be implemented ‘virtually’?

A: Oh, yes, we better organize ourselves in this direction for 
a little while longer. It will be a challenge now to create the 
Christmas and Carnival Party online.  However, simplicity and 
small joys will animate these next short “virtual greetings 
and exchanges of wishes.” The online cultural programs that 
we continue to offer have been attracting interest since last 
March. They are all on our web site. Stay tuned to find out 
about the next events!!

Q: Is there a final message you want to send?

A - I have already sent a message with the Gala. That 
is teamwork, collaboration, passion, work done with 
commitment, ethics and respect for others - give a lot and 
receive a lot of satisfaction. 

http://www.italianculturalsociety.org
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THANKS TO OUR SPONSORS

Thank you for all your messages of appreciation for the work of our outstanding team, who poured 
their hearts into producing this touching event. The video of our 2020 Gala will remain available on 
our website as well as our YouTube Channel. We hope you will continue to share it on social media!

We couldn’t have done this without:
•	 Alberto Amoretti, Giovanni Hänninen and Marco Ferullo for the video from Lake Orta
•	 Matteo Amadasi, Viola and Katia Spluga, Piano. Special thanks to the Comune di Orta San Giulio
•	 YOGE Comunicazione Sensibile e Boris Production for the videos from Camogli and Genoa
•	 The Comune di Genova and the Comune di Camogli
•	 The Mayor of Genova, Marco Bucci per Genova
•	 Beppe Severgnini
•	 The Embassy of Italy in US, in particular First Counsellor Domenico Bellantone
•	  Mimmo Miccolis, Choreographer and the dancers of the Washington School of Ballet 
•	 Bloomberg journalist Sara Forden and Francesca Lusini, Peuterey Chairman. Special thanks to 

Melitta Paterni
•	 Cristina Cassetti, PhD, Deputy Director of the Division of Microbiology and Infectious Diseases at 

NIH
•	 ConTemporary Guitar Duo Felicia Toscano - Luigi Picardi
•	 Pierluigi Cuomo, Massimiliano De Mare, Sara Piccirillo, Damiano Caprio, Roberto D’Amico, Aqui-

la Corde Armoniche, Rinaldo Vacca for the ConTemporary Duo video in Washington and Rome
•	 Johanna Engman (Maria WIlmeth Award winner) and Kyeongmi Lim (Luciana Montanari Men-

dola Award winner)
•	 All our dear students and instructors who contributed to the very touching and heartfelt ILP 

testimonials
•	 Our fabulous 2020 Gala Committee: Annelise Morani Brody Francesca Casazzaa, Ellen Coppley, 

Elizabeth De Leon-Jones, Sara Forden, Carola Mamberto, Melitta Paterni, Dario Penzo, Felicia 
Toscano

•	 Parker Bennett and Dario Penzo for the technical support
•	 Antonella Ciancio Magma Productions LLC, for the video production and assembly, Francesca 

Casazza for the coordination and Carola Mamberto for the additional editing and directing 
•	 Chef Roberto Donna for the excellent dinner  
•	 Our sponsors Mediaset in U.S.A., Pirelli, Campari, Cantina Marramiero & Cantiniere Imports & 

Distributing, Inc. di Maurizio Farro
•	 All the auction donors: St. James’s Club Morgan Bay, B&B SolArt Rooms Trani, Study In Italy in 

Genoa, Hotel Palazzo Grillo - Residenza d’Epoca in Genoa, Barboursville Vineyards & Palladio 
Restaurant, Peuterey, Melitta P LLC, David Cieslikowski, Marialuisa Scaccianoce-Moen, Melody 
Yazdani Studios, Ferrero USA, Maria Sofia Caligiuri, Lucy Fonseca, Felicia Toscano, Gianpiero 
Antonazzo, Francesca Casazza, Dario Penzo, Cristiana Fabiani, Valentina Asciutti, Antonella Salva-
tore, Fiorenza Castelli, Annelise Brody Morani and Laura Maria Moticka Loddo

•	 The individual donors who believe and support our organization with generosity

https://gala.italianculturalsociety.org/
https://youtu.be/DyVyieMtJ40
https://www.facebook.com/Comune-di-Orta-San-Giulio-434301953802531/?__cft__[0]=AZXPfceolFhvGp2morsVPQPr0d7we0JdUd-j9RTg05WoC2StREsVhhMmp6dSiR4G1BV46mtz0ZUECGjaUKcZa588qknSmbtWxfBflKy_fWX1z0ZbHM8NvvQ804KJ8WwqNR5rxqyBEKWrHQqBwUeZEt8vN6RO__YmnBr-rtk0wkjjZlo0GQh2hujah29HmMaEz9E&__tn__=kK-R
https://www.facebook.com/yoge.it/?__cft__[0]=AZXPfceolFhvGp2morsVPQPr0d7we0JdUd-j9RTg05WoC2StREsVhhMmp6dSiR4G1BV46mtz0ZUECGjaUKcZa588qknSmbtWxfBflKy_fWX1z0ZbHM8NvvQ804KJ8WwqNR5rxqyBEKWrHQqBwUeZEt8vN6RO__YmnBr-rtk0wkjjZlo0GQh2hujah29HmMaEz9E&__tn__=kK-R
https://www.facebook.com/Comune-di-Genova-191981587499332/?__cft__[0]=AZXPfceolFhvGp2morsVPQPr0d7we0JdUd-j9RTg05WoC2StREsVhhMmp6dSiR4G1BV46mtz0ZUECGjaUKcZa588qknSmbtWxfBflKy_fWX1z0ZbHM8NvvQ804KJ8WwqNR5rxqyBEKWrHQqBwUeZEt8vN6RO__YmnBr-rtk0wkjjZlo0GQh2hujah29HmMaEz9E&__tn__=kK-R
https://www.facebook.com/comunedicamogli/?__cft__[0]=AZXPfceolFhvGp2morsVPQPr0d7we0JdUd-j9RTg05WoC2StREsVhhMmp6dSiR4G1BV46mtz0ZUECGjaUKcZa588qknSmbtWxfBflKy_fWX1z0ZbHM8NvvQ804KJ8WwqNR5rxqyBEKWrHQqBwUeZEt8vN6RO__YmnBr-rtk0wkjjZlo0GQh2hujah29HmMaEz9E&__tn__=kK-R
https://www.facebook.com/buccipergenova/?__cft__[0]=AZXPfceolFhvGp2morsVPQPr0d7we0JdUd-j9RTg05WoC2StREsVhhMmp6dSiR4G1BV46mtz0ZUECGjaUKcZa588qknSmbtWxfBflKy_fWX1z0ZbHM8NvvQ804KJ8WwqNR5rxqyBEKWrHQqBwUeZEt8vN6RO__YmnBr-rtk0wkjjZlo0GQh2hujah29HmMaEz9E&__tn__=kK-R
https://www.facebook.com/ItalyInUs.org/?__cft__[0]=AZXPfceolFhvGp2morsVPQPr0d7we0JdUd-j9RTg05WoC2StREsVhhMmp6dSiR4G1BV46mtz0ZUECGjaUKcZa588qknSmbtWxfBflKy_fWX1z0ZbHM8NvvQ804KJ8WwqNR5rxqyBEKWrHQqBwUeZEt8vN6RO__YmnBr-rtk0wkjjZlo0GQh2hujah29HmMaEz9E&__tn__=kK-R
https://www.facebook.com/peuterey/?__cft__[0]=AZXPfceolFhvGp2morsVPQPr0d7we0JdUd-j9RTg05WoC2StREsVhhMmp6dSiR4G1BV46mtz0ZUECGjaUKcZa588qknSmbtWxfBflKy_fWX1z0ZbHM8NvvQ804KJ8WwqNR5rxqyBEKWrHQqBwUeZEt8vN6RO__YmnBr-rtk0wkjjZlo0GQh2hujah29HmMaEz9E&__tn__=kK-R
https://www.facebook.com/PirelliUSA/?__cft__[0]=AZXPfceolFhvGp2morsVPQPr0d7we0JdUd-j9RTg05WoC2StREsVhhMmp6dSiR4G1BV46mtz0ZUECGjaUKcZa588qknSmbtWxfBflKy_fWX1z0ZbHM8NvvQ804KJ8WwqNR5rxqyBEKWrHQqBwUeZEt8vN6RO__YmnBr-rtk0wkjjZlo0GQh2hujah29HmMaEz9E&__tn__=kK-R
https://www.facebook.com/CampariUS/?__cft__[0]=AZXPfceolFhvGp2morsVPQPr0d7we0JdUd-j9RTg05WoC2StREsVhhMmp6dSiR4G1BV46mtz0ZUECGjaUKcZa588qknSmbtWxfBflKy_fWX1z0ZbHM8NvvQ804KJ8WwqNR5rxqyBEKWrHQqBwUeZEt8vN6RO__YmnBr-rtk0wkjjZlo0GQh2hujah29HmMaEz9E&__tn__=kK-R
https://www.facebook.com/CantinaMarramiero/?__cft__[0]=AZXPfceolFhvGp2morsVPQPr0d7we0JdUd-j9RTg05WoC2StREsVhhMmp6dSiR4G1BV46mtz0ZUECGjaUKcZa588qknSmbtWxfBflKy_fWX1z0ZbHM8NvvQ804KJ8WwqNR5rxqyBEKWrHQqBwUeZEt8vN6RO__YmnBr-rtk0wkjjZlo0GQh2hujah29HmMaEz9E&__tn__=kK-R
https://www.facebook.com/CantiniereImports/?__cft__[0]=AZXPfceolFhvGp2morsVPQPr0d7we0JdUd-j9RTg05WoC2StREsVhhMmp6dSiR4G1BV46mtz0ZUECGjaUKcZa588qknSmbtWxfBflKy_fWX1z0ZbHM8NvvQ804KJ8WwqNR5rxqyBEKWrHQqBwUeZEt8vN6RO__YmnBr-rtk0wkjjZlo0GQh2hujah29HmMaEz9E&__tn__=kK-R
https://www.facebook.com/CantiniereImports/?__cft__[0]=AZXPfceolFhvGp2morsVPQPr0d7we0JdUd-j9RTg05WoC2StREsVhhMmp6dSiR4G1BV46mtz0ZUECGjaUKcZa588qknSmbtWxfBflKy_fWX1z0ZbHM8NvvQ804KJ8WwqNR5rxqyBEKWrHQqBwUeZEt8vN6RO__YmnBr-rtk0wkjjZlo0GQh2hujah29HmMaEz9E&__tn__=kK-R
https://www.facebook.com/RoomsPuglia/?__cft__[0]=AZXPfceolFhvGp2morsVPQPr0d7we0JdUd-j9RTg05WoC2StREsVhhMmp6dSiR4G1BV46mtz0ZUECGjaUKcZa588qknSmbtWxfBflKy_fWX1z0ZbHM8NvvQ804KJ8WwqNR5rxqyBEKWrHQqBwUeZEt8vN6RO__YmnBr-rtk0wkjjZlo0GQh2hujah29HmMaEz9E&__tn__=kK-R
https://www.facebook.com/studyinitaly.it/?__cft__[0]=AZXPfceolFhvGp2morsVPQPr0d7we0JdUd-j9RTg05WoC2StREsVhhMmp6dSiR4G1BV46mtz0ZUECGjaUKcZa588qknSmbtWxfBflKy_fWX1z0ZbHM8NvvQ804KJ8WwqNR5rxqyBEKWrHQqBwUeZEt8vN6RO__YmnBr-rtk0wkjjZlo0GQh2hujah29HmMaEz9E&__tn__=kK-R
https://www.facebook.com/palazzogrillo/?__cft__[0]=AZXPfceolFhvGp2morsVPQPr0d7we0JdUd-j9RTg05WoC2StREsVhhMmp6dSiR4G1BV46mtz0ZUECGjaUKcZa588qknSmbtWxfBflKy_fWX1z0ZbHM8NvvQ804KJ8WwqNR5rxqyBEKWrHQqBwUeZEt8vN6RO__YmnBr-rtk0wkjjZlo0GQh2hujah29HmMaEz9E&__tn__=kK-R
https://www.facebook.com/BarboursvilleVineyards/?__cft__[0]=AZXPfceolFhvGp2morsVPQPr0d7we0JdUd-j9RTg05WoC2StREsVhhMmp6dSiR4G1BV46mtz0ZUECGjaUKcZa588qknSmbtWxfBflKy_fWX1z0ZbHM8NvvQ804KJ8WwqNR5rxqyBEKWrHQqBwUeZEt8vN6RO__YmnBr-rtk0wkjjZlo0GQh2hujah29HmMaEz9E&__tn__=kK-R
http://Ferrero USA
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UPCOMING EVENTS
AMADEO PETER GIANNINI, IL BANCHIERE GALANTUOMO NOV. 15TH

For our November Virtual Meeting, writer Giorgio 
Chiarva will present his book Amadeo Peter Gianni-
ni, Il Banchiere Galantuomo in conversation with di-
rector Giuliano Montaldo.
On November 15th at 3:00 pm (ET) and 21:00 in Italy, 
do not miss the opportunity to learn about the ex-
citing story of Amadeo Peter Giannini, son of Italian 
immigrants, founder of the largest bank in the world, 
the Bank of Italy which later became Bank of Amer-
ica. A visionary and avant-garde man, he supported 
and helped cinema by creating Hollywood; financing 
Charlie Chaplin, Walt Disney, and Victor Fleming’s 
Gone with the Wind. Thanks to Giannini there is a bit 
of Italy also in the construction of the Golden Gate 
Bridge and among the great companies of Silicon Val-
ley.

EVENTO IN ITALIANO
Per info and RSVP click here 

http://www.italianculturalsociety.org
https://ics-november-event.eventbrite.com
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5TH ANNUAL WEEK OF THE ITALIAN CUISINE IN THE WORLD

On the occasion of the V Annual Week of Italian Cuisine in the World, the School Office of the Embassy 
organized an interesting training webinar for Italian students of the high schools and universities of our 
district around the theme: “Exploring Italy’s influence on American Cuisine and Culture “.
The seminar, mainly in English, will be held by Dr. Amy Riolo, award-winning author of books on food 
education and the Mediterranean diet.

The meeting will take place on Tuesday, November 17 at 12pm ET.
More info on our website

ON THE MOVE: ALTERNATIVE FORM OF JOURNEYS THROUGH AN ARTISTIC LENS

The ICS is partnering up with New York University in Washington, DC and the University of Palermo to 
bring you “On the Move: Alternative Forms of Journeys through an Artistic Lens.”
The event will take place on December 3, 2020 at 12:30pm Washington DC time/6:30pm Italy time and 
will be streamed via Zoom. More details will be shared soon. 

http://www.italianculturalsociety.org/upcoming-events/
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Our Fall Term started its second session of 5 weeks. As usual, we are planning to add one or two special 
drop-in lessons in December: an opportunity for people who prefer an extra review, and for new students 
to try the courses. Also, I recommend the special classes offered by some of our teachers, in occasion 
of our Virtual Gala 2020. (If you have not seen these yet, you might enjoy them!) They are still available 
in the online auction: Rediscover Pompei, Caffè with Cristiana, Italian Story time and Arts & Crafts, I 
tortellini – History and recipe, Abruzzo in a nutshell, La musica dell’Italiano – esercizi di pronuncia, 
and finally, there are still a few spots available for a guitar concert offered by the Director of our Music 
School Felicia Toscano, with Gianpiero Antonazzo, in my backyard, when the pandemic will be under 
control – hopefully late spring 2021. I am looking forward to enjoying music and Prosecco, in pleasant 
company, after this long isolation. 

For the children, Maestra Fiorenza is planning our next themed workshop (about Christmas) to be 
announced. Unfortunately, it will not be the fun “parents night out” this time, but a sweet moment 
from home.

In occasion of the 5th annual week of the Italian Cuisine in the World, the Education Office of our 
Embassy, is organizing an event: “Exploring Italy’s Influence on American Cuisine and Culture”, with Amy 
Riolo (best-selling author and Mediterranean Diet advocate). Please see information on our website. 

Our new website is making 
progress; it will be completed 
in time for the Winter session 
registration, in middle December. 
Winter session will start on 
Monday, January 11th.

My sincere wishes for a serene 
and happy Thanksgiving to all,

Francesca Casazza
Executive Director 

REPORT OF THE ITALIAN LANGUAGE PROGRAM
BY FRANCESCA CASAZZA, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

http://www.italianculturalsociety.org
https://gala.italianculturalsociety.org/
https://ibid.org/v/2NGA3DWG
http://www.italianculturalsociety.org/upcoming-events/
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Gigi Proietti, il celebre attore romano, si è spento 
nelle prime ore di lunedì 2 novembre nella clinica Villa 
Margherita, proprio nel giorno in cui aveva compiuto 
80 anni. lo straordinario mattatore di teatro, cinema e 
televisione ha saputo ammaliare diverse generazioni di 
spettatori in più di mezzo secolo di carriera, attraverso 
lo sguardo acuto, ironico e penetrante, ma anche con 
la sua voce roca, calda, ricca di tonalità e la fisicità 
plasmata da tanti anni di palcoscenico.

Talento poliedrico e versatile, Proietti è stato il degno 
erede della comicità romanesca del grande Ettore 
Petrolini, sospesa tra lo sberleffo della farsa, la 
commedia e l’avanspettacolo. 

La lunga gavetta dell’attore, con i primi successi, ha 
come scenario una cantina del quartiere Prati, dove 
vengono riproposti i drammi di Bertolt Brecht: poi arriva 
l’esperienza allo Stabile dell’Aquila diretto da Antonio 
Calenda, in cui si cimenta su testi di Witold Marian 
Gombrowicz e di Alberto Moravia. 

Volto noto di teatro, cinema e televisione, Gigi Proietti 
è diventato celebre nel 1970, quando è stato chiamato 
a sostituire Domenico Modugno nel musical di Garinei 
e Giovannini, “Alleluja brava gente”. Nel 1974 viene 
scritturato per lo spettacolo teatrale ‘La cena delle 
beffe’ insieme a Carmelo Bene. La consacrazione 
avviene due anni dopo, nel 1976, con ‘A me gli occhi, 
please’ e ‘Febbre da cavallo’, un cult amato ancora 
oggi dal grande pubblico. L’ultimo film nel 2019 con il 
regista Matteo Garrone: Gigi Proietti ha dato il volto a 
Mangiafuoco, celebre antagonista di Pinocchio.

L’attore romano non è stato volto noto solo di cinema 
e teatro, ma anche della televisione; ha recitato nelle 
fiction ‘Il maresciallo Rocca’ e ‘Una pallottola nel cuore’, 
mentre nel 2017 ha condotto Cavalli di Battaglia su Rai 
1.

Negli anni Proietti si dedicò alla radio, si fece notare 
anche come doppiatore, dando la sua voce ad attori 
come Robert De Niro, Richard Burton, Dustin Hoffman, 
Charlton Heston, Marlon Brando, Sylvester Stallone e 

anche al genio del film Disney Aladdin, uscito nel 1992.

Dopo il 2000, Proietti ebbe anche l’idea di costruire a 
Roma, a Villa Borghese, il Globe Theatre, di cui è stato 
anche direttore: «c’erano le siringhe per terra e ora si fa 
Shakespeare», disse parlandone.

Gigi Proietti è morto in una clinica di Roma accanto alla 
sua famiglia. L’attore era ricoverato da quindici giorni 
in gravi condizioni a causa di complicazioni derivanti 
da problemi cardiaci.  È stata proprio la famiglia ad 
annunciare la scomparsa di Proietti.

«Ringraziamo Iddio - amava ripetere Proietti - noi attori 
abbiamo il privilegio di poter continuare i nostri giochi 
d’infanzia fino alla morte, che nel teatro si replicano 
tutte le sere. Non ho rimpianti, rifarei tutto, anche 
quello che non è andato bene».

GIGI PROIETTI, GRANDE MATTATORE ITALIANO
DI DARIO PENZO, ICS INSTRUCTOR
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To advertise on Poche Parole, please  call 301-215-7885 or 
contact events@italianculturalsociety.org.
Rates per month, per 3 months: Business card - 1/8 page: 
$100; 1/4 page: $150; 1/2 page: $200; Full page: $300
For the year (9 issues): 20% discount
Poche Parole is published each month from September 
through May. Deadline for ad and article submissions is 
the 22nd of the month preceding publication of the issue. 
Please send submissions to events@italianculturalsociety.
org. Advertisers appearing in Poche Parole have paid a 
fee or provided service in kind to ICS for publishing their 
respective ads.  Publication of any advertisement in Poche 
Parole does not reflect ICS endorsement or guarantee of 
the advertiser’s services, products or statements. Material 
contained in articles is the sole responsibility of the author 
and does not indicate ICS endorsement.

Visit The Italian Cultural Institute’s calendar: www.iicwashington.esteri.it/iic_washington/it
Please visit our webpage: www.italianculturalsociety.org/events

LOCAL EVENTS OF INTEREST

ABOUT POCHE PAROLE

http://www.italianculturalsociety.org
mailto:events%40italianculturalsociety.org?subject=
mailto:events%40italianculturalsociety.org?subject=
mailto:events%40italianculturalsociety.org?subject=
http://www.iicwashington.esteri.it/iic_washington/it
http://www.italianculturalsociety.org/events
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Tu Si Que Vales

Domenica Live

Caduta Libera

Grande Fratello VIP

ITALIAN 
DIRECT™

$20.00MO.
plus taxes

MEDIASET 
ITALIA
$10.00MO.

plus taxes

WORLDDIRECT A LA CARTE PACKAGE OFFER: Pricing subject to change. WorldDirect services req’d & sold separately. Visit directv.com/international for pricing.  TiVo service fee ($5/mo.) req’d for TiVo HD DVR from DIRECTV. Additional Fees & Taxes: Price excludes appli-
cable use tax expense surcharge on retail value of installation, custom installation, equipment upgrades/add-ons, and certain other add’l fees & chrgs. See att.com/directvfees for additional details. Different offers may apply for eligible multi-dwelling unit and telco customers. 
DIRECTV SVC TERMS: Subject to Equipment Lease & Customer Agreements. Must maintain a min. base TV pkg of $29.99/mo. Programming, pricing, terms and conditions subject to change at any time. Some offers may not be available through all channels and in select 
areas. Visit directv.com/legal or call for details.
The Mediaset Italia name and logo are the trademarks of Mediaset Italia. You must not use any trademark, and nothing on this Network grants you any right or license to use any trademark, without the prior written permission of tan. Other product, service and company 
names and logos displayed on the Network may be trademarks of third parties and may only be used with the permission of the relevant third party. 

©2020 AT&T Intellectual Property. All Rights Reserved. AT&T, Globe logo, DIRECTV, and all other DIRECTV marks contained herein are trademarks of AT&T Intellectual Property and/or AT&T affiliated companies. All other marks are the property of their respective owners.

WorldDirect a la carte packages require activation of 
qualifying base package. $19.95 ACTIVATION, EARLY 
TERMINATION FEE OF $20/MO. FOR EACH MONTH 
REMAINING ON AGMT., EQUIPMENT NON-RETURN & 
ADD’L FEES APPLY. Advanced Receiver fee ($15/mo.) req’d 
for HD DVRs.   
$7/mo. for each receiver and/or Genie Mini/DIRECTV Ready 
TV/Device on your account. New residential customer offers 
require equipment lease, credit approval, and credit card 
(except MA & PA).

LET THE GAMES BEGIN 
WITH MEDIASET 
ITALIA ON DIRECTV

 Visit directv.com/mediaset or call 877.912.2702
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THE ITALIAN CULTURAL SOCIETY
OF WASHINGTON D.C.

4833 Rugby Avenue, Suite #201
Bethesda, MD 20814

301-215-7885
www.italianculturalsociety.org

Return Service Requested

Become a member!

Mail or bring this form to:

Sponsor
Diamond Sponsor          $10,000 +

http://www.italianculturalsociety.org

