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SOCIAL MEETINGS AND EVENTS OVERVIEW

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

T he pulse of time ticks inexorably with-
out regard for anyone’s condition, or 

perhaps with liberating power for some. 
On a bridge between two cultures, we or-
chestrate a balancing act, at times claim-
ing advantage, but more often conceding 
the ephemeral condition of the mobile 
soul. We fit everywhere and nowhere, 
we conduct lives which at times resemble 
more the high speed chase of a dream, a 
condition no longer attainable, a sadness 
constantly attached. We are distant and 
close, lost and found, happy and sad. We 
are aware of distances, claim pride in our 
flight, and yet regret the detachment ... 
With this background, we are only sat-
isfied with the very best; we demand 
an absolute performance in our various 
tasks; we aim to the highest point and 
have little patience for the mediocre. We 
are very hard to please and know deep 
down the cost of our choices. I think that 
a very important function of our Italian 
Cultural Society should be to reassure us 
in our identity, provide the cement to join 
and support, guide and illuminate our 
paths and increase our pride. Above all, 
we should enhance Culture, and by Cul-
ture I mean not only the scholarly type, 

but what is traditionally Italian Culture, 
which comprises the renaissance of pride 
in parenting, in social responsibility, in civ-
ilized behavior, in mastering of technology 
and in arts and crafts. We should foster 
a vision of excellence, guided by our 
long and best traditions, but for this we 
need resources: to reward the scholars 
who excel in the study of Italian culture, 
language and literature; organize cultural 
trips; support and increase the quality of 
this publication. For these and other ini-
tiatives we need income, which cannot be 
generated only by the yearly membership 
fees. We need a stable team of people to 
accomplish various tasks, now performed 
by a few generous volunteers. I appeal to 
those of you who can afford it, to invest 
in the future of this Society so that we 
can invite additional speakers, continue to 
offer interesting social program, amplify 
our library resources for everyone who 
is interested, and support other cultural 
initiatives and our awards and scholarship 
programs. The support of these initiatives 
may open new avenues and encourage 
our young to be ever more proud, con-
structive and aware of our Italian cultural 
heritage. - Luigi M. De Luca, ICS Pres.

APRIL 14TH (ICS headquarters, 4833 Rugby Ave. Suite 201, Bethesda, MD 20814):
“LA FINESTRA DI FRONTE” Italian movie directed by Ferzan Özpetek - 1:00 pm
ITALIAN CONVERSATION Arrigo Mongini will lead one hour of conversation, for those of you who would like to 
practice the language - 2:00 pm
ENGINEERING THE ETERNAL CITY A talk by Pamela O. Long - 3:00 pm

http://www.italianculturalsociety.org
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ICS BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Luigi De Luca: President
Francesca Casazza: Executive Director
Arrigo Mongini: Vice President
Bruce Esposito: Treasurer
Chiara Gastaldi: Secretary - Events
Stefania Amodeo: Hospitality
Ellen Coppley: Fundraising
Carola Mamberto: Communication and Events
Sara Forden: Communication and Events
Giovanna Sedda: Marketing Material
Paolo Vidoli: Admin. Consultant and Hospitality
Romeo Segnan: Member At Large
Annelise Brody: Events and ILP Advisor
David Flaxman: Music and culture
David Cieslikowski: Photographer

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS
Single: Emily Thompson, Tina Blume

Couple/Family: Rima Azzam and Frank Bevacqua
Robert D. Clark & family, David Jordan & family, 
Catherine Caccioppoli & family, Anthony Niles & 
family

Student: Nicole Porcaro

Bronze Sponsor 2018/2019:
Redfin
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THANK YOU TO OUR SPONSORS
PLATINUM SPONSOR GALA 2018:
Mediaset Italia

SILVER:
Marco Stilli Team- TTR Sotheby’s International 
Realty, Bethesda Travel Center

BRONZE:
Pirelli, Colavita, The Capital Group, Capital One 
Bank, JTP Printing, Inc.

BEVERAGE SPONSOR:
Campari, Il Canale in collaboration with Impero 
Wine, Il Cantiniere Imports and distributing, Inc.

APPETIZER, DESSERT, COFFEE SPONSORS:
La Tomate – Executive Chef Domenico Apollaro, 
Dolci e Gelati – Chef Gianluigi Dellaccio, Illy

INDIVIDUAL DONORS:
Ellen & Jackson Fund, Anonymous

http://www.italianculturalsociety.org
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FRIDAY BOOK PRESENTATION AT THE ICS
PRESENTAZIONE DI “ISOLE MINORI”, DI LORENZA PIERI, IN CONVERSAZIONE CON 
CAROLA MAMBERTO
“Più che la presentazione del mio libro, in realtà è stata 
una festa a sorpresa, un’ imboscata al mio cuore” ha 
commentato la scrittrice, commossa. La nostra amica e 
Board Member, award winning giornalista e regista, Carola 
Mamberto, ha infatti regalato a Lorenza un’intervista che 
includeva un video a sorpresa: testimonianze, commenti e 
critiche appassionate di cinque colleghi e amici storici della 
scrittrice. Carola l’ha introdotta e descritta proprio quale 
è, come un “sole”, per la sua personalità coinvolgente, che 
illumina e riscalda. Ha inoltre mostrato video clips dei fatti 
di cronaca che aprono e concludono il libro: l’attentato di 
Piazza Fontana del 1969, i cui imputati, Freda e Ventura, 
arrivarono al Giglio nel 1976, quando la Corte d’Appello 
di Catanzaro ne decise la scarcerazione e dispose che gli 
stessi venissero assegnati al soggiorno obbligato nell’Isola, 
scatenando una mobilitazione degli abitanti. Il fatto di 
cronaca che chiude il libro è invece il naufragio della 
Costa Concordia davanti all’Isola del Giglio la sera del 
13 gennaio 2012. Ci siamo collegati anche con la sorella 
Simona, da Roma; anche quella è stata una sorpresa per 
Lorenza e per il pubblico. Una serata davvero emozionante 
all’ICS, in occasione della presentazione del romanzo di 
una scrittrice di talento, una persona ironica, sensibile e 
di una curiosità intellettuale fuori del comune. Con la sua 
scrittura scorrevole e nello stesso tempo viscerale, ha 
già conquistato il pubblico. E a luglio esce il suo secondo 
romanzo…
By Francesca Casazza



Poche Parole April 2019
Vol. XXXVI

No. 8

PRESERVING AND PROMOTING ITALIAN LANGUAGE AND CULTURE

WWW.ITAL IANCULTURALSOCIETY.ORG	 301-215-78854

MARCH	SOCIAL	EVENT	
In occasione del mese di marzo e della tradizione 
italiana della Festa della Donna, l’ICS ha organizzato, in 
collaborazione con l’associazione Le D.I.V.E. (Donne Italiane 
che Vivono all’Estero), una conversazione sulla donna nella 
storia italiana intitolata “Finalmente fuori dall’ombra!”. 
Vi hanno partecipato presso la sede dell’ICS, la Prof.ssa 
Rossana Fenu Barbera, studiosa di letteratura italiana e 
autrice del libro “La donna che cammina. Incanto e mito 
della seduzione del passo femminile nella letteratura 
italiana del primo Novecento” e la Dott.ssa Lucia Wolf, 
bibliotecaria specializzata nelle collezioni italiane alla 
Library of Congress. In collegamento Skype da Genova era 
inoltre presente la Dott.essa Simonetta Ronco, fondatrice e 
direttrice della nuova collana editoriale Mnemosine e del 

progetto Donne nell’ombra. La Prof.ssa Fenu Barbera ha 
spiegato in maniera affascinante la presenza di una figura 
femminile, spesso misteriosa, che passa, camminando, 
per una poesia o un’opera pittorica. Si tratta generalmente 
di una donna giovane, libera e fugace che rappresenta 
per l’autore il massimo del piacere ed il suo desiderio di 
ricongiungersi con la sua metà mancante. La professoressa 
ha rilevato questo elemento durante i secoli, dalla poesia di 
Dante a quella di Diego Valeri e Cesare Pavese, e nelle opere 
pittoriche da Botticelli a Salvador Dali. Ha inoltre ricordato 
come il desiderio ardente dell’uomo a ricongiungersi con la 
sua metà perduta sia presente sin dalla filosofia greca nel 
concetto di “animus” ed “anima” di Platone ed Aristofane, e 
nei miti di Amore e Psiche ed Apollo e Dafne. 

http://www.italianculturalsociety.org
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Parlando di Dante, la Prof.ssa Fenu Barbera ha anche parlato 
del suo nuovo libro intitolato “Le lacrime di Dante”. Ne “La 
vita nuova”, Beatrice rappresenta la donna che cammina 
ed in riferimento a lei, portatrice di desiderio carnale e 
quindi di senso di colpa e di peccato, il sommo Poeta piange 
moltissimo.  Il pianto era nel Medioevo un modo di pentirsi 
e di ricevere l’assoluzione dai peccati.

La Dott.essa Simonetta Ronco, in collegamento da Genova, 
si è da parte sua soffermata sul ruolo di grandi donne, spesso 
poco conosciute, dal Risorgimento ad oggi; da Giuditta 
Bellerio Sidoli, compagna di Giuseppe Mazzini, che con la 
sua energia ed il suo impegno ha contribuito al processo di 
unificazione dell’Italia, a Rosa Scafa, che nel 1951 è divenuta 
la prima poliziotta italiana.

By Cristiana Fabiani



Poche Parole April 2019
Vol. XXXVI

No. 8

PRESERVING AND PROMOTING ITALIAN LANGUAGE AND CULTURE

WWW.ITAL IANCULTURALSOCIETY.ORG	 301-215-78856

APRIL SOCIAL MEETING
APRIL 14TH (ICS headquarters, 4833 Rugby Ave. Suite 201, Bethesda, MD 20814):
“LA FINESTRA DI FRONTE” Italian movie directed by Ferzan Özpetek - 1:00 pm
ITALIAN CONVERSATION Arrigo Mongini will lead one hour of conversation, for those of you who would like to 
practice the language - 2:00 pm
ENGINEERING THE ETERNAL CITY A talk by Pamela O. Long - 3:00 pm

Rome	in	the	late	sixteenth	century	experienced	a	
building	boom	while	also	suffering	from	numerous	
catastrophes	such	as	devastating	floods	and	
infrastructure	problems	involving	streets	and	
sewers,	broken	bridges,	and	barely	functioning	
aqueducts,	resulting	in	lack	of	adequate	water	
for	a	growing	population.	This	talk	focuses	on	
processes	of	negotiation	and	conflict	concerning	
infrastructure	problems	in	late	sixteenth	century	
Rome.	It	shows	the	numerous	conflicts	and	lack	of	
agreement	on	financing,	contracts,	and	methods	of	
construction.	It	reveals	a	Rome	governed	not	only	
by	the	increasingly	powerful	popes	but	also	by	the	
traditional	city	council	—the	Capitoline	Council.
It	discusses	the	many	conflicts	between	them.	It	is	based	on	the	author’s	years	of	archival	research	resulting	in	a	recently	
published	book:	Engineering	the	Eternal	City:	Infrastructure,	Topography,	and	the	Culture	of	Knowledge	in	Late	
Sixteenth- Century	Rome	(University	of	Chicago	Press,	2018)

Pamela O. Long is an independent historian of early modern European history and the history of science and technology. 
She has published extensively on artisanal and craft traditions and writings in Renaissance and early modern Europe, 
especially Italy. Her fellowships include the Rome Prize fellowship at the American Academy in Rome, a Guggenheim 
Fellowship, and Folger Institute Fellowships. Her latest book is Engineering the Eternal City (see above). She is a John D. 
and Catherine T. MacArthur Fellow (2014).

RSVP	by donating online or by email to	RSVP@italianculturalsociety.org	or	call	301-215-7885

Donation suggested for attending our events: $5 for members and $10 for Non Members. (This helps us to defray the 
costs of the event). With your donation you will receive a raffle ticket.  You can donate online 
http://www.italianculturalsociety.org/get-involved/social-meetings/ or at the door. Thank you!

http://www.italianculturalsociety.org
mailto: rsvp@italianculturalsociety.org
http://www.italianculturalsociety.org/get-involved/social-meetings/
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OUR SCHOLARSHIP AWARDS PROGRAM
The	deadline	date	for	the	application	has	been	postponed	to	Monday	May	6th,	2019.	Selection	will	occur	among 
specific scholarship committees and	awards	will	be	presented	at	the	ICS	Awards	Gala,	which	takes	place	on	May	23rd 
at the Italian Embassy.

Pre-requisites and instructions on how to apply to each award are on our website at http://www.italianculturalsociety.
org/get-involved/awards-scholarships/

FROM THE ILP
Our Spring Term just started with 43 courses in Bethesda, 2 in Friendship Heights, and 5 in Fairfax. For session 2, 14 
more should start. Two courses of Beginners 1 for those of you who want to start the beautiful adventure of learning 
Italian with us! Then, all levels, as usual. For the advanced: Italian Through Cinema (Mediterraneo, G. Salvatores); Italian 
through History (Una giornata nell’antica Roma); and Live from Italy, Italy Today, Al Bar Italia, Storia dell’Arte, The art 
of storytelling in the middle ages, Introduction to literature, Reading and conversation (Le otto montagne, P. Cognetti 
and Il mare colore del vino, L. Sciascia),  ecc..

For travelers and virtual travelers, we offer the mini-course: 
- Discover Sicily, which was previously postponed, will take place on Saturdays, 3:30-6:00pm on April 6, 13 and Friday, 
6:15-9:15pm on April 26
- Discover Veneto will take place on Wednesdays, 6:30-8:30pm on April 3, 10, 24, May 1 and 8
- Discover Abruzzo will take place on Fridays, 10:00am-12:30pm on April 5 and 12

Also, take a look at some of the trips we suggest: http://www.italianculturalsociety.org/coursestrips/.
Our Spring Schedule is now online at http://www.italianculturalsociety.org/italian-language-program/. 

If you live far from us, please do not forget that you can now attend classes via skype, and if you live in Virginia, you will 
be happy to hear about our courses in Fairfax. Please find more information at http://www.italianculturalsociety.org/
ilp-virginia-chapter/. 

Beginners Latin and Advanced Latin are postponed by one week.

Information on Kids and teens classes is at: http://www.italianculturalsociety.org/italian-language-program/kids-and-
teens-courses/ and information and registration for SUMMER CAMPS is at http://www.italianculturalsociety.org/ital-
ian-language-program/summer-camps/

Buona primavera a tutti!
Francesca Casazza

http://www.italianculturalsociety.org
http://www.italianculturalsociety.org/get-involved/awards-scholarships/
http://www.italianculturalsociety.org/get-involved/awards-scholarships/
http://www.italianculturalsociety.org/coursestrips/
http://www.italianculturalsociety.org/italian-language-program/
http://www.italianculturalsociety.org/ilp-virginia-chapter/
http://www.italianculturalsociety.org/ilp-virginia-chapter/
http://www.italianculturalsociety.org/italian-language-program/kids-and-teens-courses/
http://www.italianculturalsociety.org/italian-language-program/kids-and-teens-courses/
http://www.italianculturalsociety.org/italian-language-program/summer-camps/
http://www.italianculturalsociety.org/italian-language-program/summer-camps/


April 2019
Vol. XXXVI
No. 8 Poche Parole

4833 RUGBY AVE, SUITE #201, BETHESDA, MD 20814

PRESERVING AND PROMOTING ITALIAN LANGUAGE AND CULTURE

9

CULTURA ITALIANA: QUEENS OF EGYPT EXHIBITION
BY NICOLETTA NENCIOLI, WITH TRANSLATION BY ARRIGO MONGINI

C’e Cleopatra, c’e’ Nefertiti, c’e’ Nefertari. Ci sono persino, 
miracolosamente conservati I sandali di quest’ultima 
leggendaria figura femminile dell’ antichita’. Ben esposti 
e protetti sotto vetro, come le bottigliette che nella 
notte dei tempi hanno avvolto gli unguenti profumati 
delle signore degli harem. Ci sono I sarcofaghi. Ci sono 
le immagini dipinte e ricostruite dei faraoni. E ci sono 
le maestose statue di tante altre grandi donne, meno 
conosciute, ma altrettanto potenti: le   ‘Regine d’ Egitto’. 
E’ proprio sotto questo titolo che si snoda la straordinaria 
Mostra in corso ,in questi giorni, al ‘National Geographic 
Museum di Washington’. Un allestimento senza precedenti 
nella capitale Usa, che riporta indietro di 3.500 anni. Una 
esibizione che coinvolge tutti I sensi e conta piu’ di 300 
reperti archeologici, di cui oltre 250 sono stati fatti volare 
direttamente dal ‘Museo egizio’ di Torino.Il piu’ grande 
‘contenitore di ritrovamenti egiziani al di fuori della stessa 
terra dei Faraoni.Tra una stanza e l’altra dell’ esibizione si 
passa dalle statuine dei servitori delle piramidi, custodi 
dell’anima dei faraoni morti, ad una ricostruzione in scala 
quasi reale della vita della gente del popolo nel Villaggio di 
Deir-el-medina, e delle sale degli harem. Senza precedenti 
–accanto alla ricostruzione della catacomba su due livelli di
Nefertari, prima moglie di Ramses II–e’ la galleria in cui si 
‘scendono , in un universe virtuale, le scale della piramide 
in cui sono contenuti I resti della stessa regina.Gira la 
testa, ma l’esperienza e’ tangibile. La mostra si concentra 
su sette grandi regine della civilta’ del Nilo, vissute nel 
periodo conosciuto come il ‘Nuovo regno’, quello che inizia 
appunto sotto Nefertari e si conclude con Cleopatra.

There is Cleopatra, there is Nefertiti, there is Nefertari. 
There are even the miraculously conserved sandals of the 
latter legendary feminine figure of antiquity. They are well 
displayed and protected under glass like the little bottles that 
in the space of time once contained the perfumed ointments 
of women of the harems. There are the sarcophagi. There 
are the painted and reconstructed images of the pharaohs. 
And there are the majestic statues of so many other great 
women, lesser known but just as powerful: the ‘Queens of 
Egypt.’ It is under this title that the extraordinary Exhibition is 
happening in these days at the National Geographic Museum 
of Washington. An unprecedented display in the US capital 
that goes back 3,500 years. An exhibition that occupies all our 
senses and includes over 300 archaeological finds, of which 
more than 250 have been flown directly from Torino’s Museo 
Egizio. From one room to another in the exhibition one passes 
by statuettes of the servants of the pyramids, guards of the 
soul of dead pharaohs, an almost full scale reconstruction of 
the life of the townspeople in the Village of Deir-el-medina, 
and of the rooms of the harem. Without precedents—next 
to the reconstruction of the two level catacomb of Nefertari, 
first wife of Rameses II –is the gallery  which leads down to a 
virtual universe, the stairway of the pyramid which contains 
the remains of  that same queen. It is head-spinning but the 
experience is tangible. The exhibition focuses on seven great 
queens of the Nile civilization that lived in the period known 
as the ‘New Kingdom’, which began under Nefertari and 
concluded under Cleopatra. 
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Tra gli ‘oggetti’ da non perdere nelle gallerie del museo,vale 
la pena segnalare I 12 grandi sarcofagi, installati in modo 
che si riesca a vederne l’esterno e l’interno allo stesso 
tempo, ed un papiro antichissimo ricostruito con certosina 
abilita’ dai restauratori, che racconta il tentativo di 
uccdere il faraone Ramses III, messo in atto da una delle 
sue mogli. Frutto di una partnership tra l’ ambasciata d’ 
Italia a Washington, Il National geographic, il museo di 
Torino, il Pointe-a-Calliere e il Montreal Archeologic and 
history complex, la mostra e’ stata inaugurata dallo stesso 
ambasciatore italiano negli Usa, Armando Varricchio, dal 
direttore del Museo National Geographic,Kathryn Keane, 
dall ‘ambasciatore egiziano Yasser Reda e dal direttore del 
Museo egizio di Torino, Christian Greco.

Among the objects not to miss in the museum galleries 
it is worth noting the 12 great sarcophagi, displayed in 
a manner where one can observe the exterior and the 
interior at the same time, and a very ancient papyrus scroll 
reconstructed with Carthusian ability of the restorers, that 
tells of the attempt to kill the pharaoh Ramses III that was 
carried out by one of his wives. The result of a partnership 
between the Embassy of Italy in Washington, the National 
Geographic Society, the Museo Egizio di Torino, and the 
Pointe-a Calliere and Montreal Archeological and History 
Complex, the exhibition was inaugurated by Armando 
Varricchio,Italian Ambassador to the USA, Kathryn Keane, 
Director of the National Geographic Society, Yasser Refa, 
Egyptian Ambassador to the USA, and Christian Greco, 
Director of the Museo Egizio di Torino.

http://www.italianculturalsociety.org
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LOCAL EVENTS OF INTEREST

ABOUT POCHE PAROLE
To advertise on Poche Parole, please contact language@italianculturalsociety.org, or call 301-215-7885
Rates per month, per 3 months: Business card - 1/8 page: $60; 1/4 page: $100; 1/2 page: $150; Full page: $200
For the year (9 issues): 20% discount

Poche Parole is published each month from September through May. Deadline for ad and article submissions is the 
22nd of the month preceding publication of the issue. Please send submissions to language@italianculturalsociety.
org

Advertisers appearing in Poche Parole have paid a fee or provided service in kind to ICS for publishing their 
respective ads. Publication of any advertisement in Poche Parole does not reflect ICS endorsement or guarantee 
of the advertiser’s services, products or statements. Material contained in articles is the sole responsibility of the 
author and does not indicate ICS endorsement.

Please visit our webpage: www.italianculturalsociety.org/events
And visit The Italian Cultural Institute’s calendar: www.iicwashington.esteri.it/iic_washington/it

Simply the Best for You and the Environment
Since 1985

 Process & Spot Color Printing, 
High Quality Digital Printing, 

Variable Data Printing,  
Printed Binders, Fliers, Small Books, 

Catalogues, Pocket Folders, 
Labels, Note pads, Total Administrative Printing, 

Letterheads, Envelopes, Forms, Post-It-Notes, 
Carbonless Forms, and more!

Contact: Jeffrey R. Herndon
8120 Woodmont Avenue, Suite 100

Bethesda, MD 20814
Phone: 301-656-3325

Email: jeff@jtpinc.com
Website: www.jtpinc.com

http://www.italianculturalsociety.org
http://www.iicwashington.esteri.it/iic_washington/it
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THE ITALIAN CULTURAL SOCIETY
OF WASHINGTON D.C.

4833 Rugby Avenue, Suite #201
Bethesda, MD 20814

301-215-7885
www.italianculturalsociety.org

Return Service Requested

Become a member!

Mail or bring this form to:

Sponsor
Diamond Sponsor          $10,000 +

http://www.italianculturalsociety.org



