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SOCIAL MEETINGS/EVENT OVERVIEW

April Social Event

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
At our April 23 meeting, Towson U. professor John McLucas, introduced by 
UMD classics professor Judith Hallett, led us on a delightful tour of Roman 
buildings from the most ancient times to the present, as their materials were 
recycled from age to age, to construct  new buildings contemporary to each 
age. Even the ancient Romans used this practice to construct their temples 
and other public buildings from older buildings…except for the use of a 
new material, concrete, a Roman invention, which was used to construct, 
for example, the dome of the Pantheon, with many layers beginning with 
denser to lighter concrete, and still standing intact after nearly 2000 years.  

We also tried to hold our board election, as required by our by-laws, but 
while there were nearly 55 people at the meeting, there was not a quorum 
(35) of members present, so we arranged to hold the election electronically. 
The results are now in, and your elected board members with a 2020 
expiration date are: Ranieri Cavaceppi, Ellen Coppley, Luigi De Luca, Sara 
Forden and Paolo Vidoli. 

Our move to our spacious new headquarters is well underway, and by the 
time you see this newsletter we will be located at 4833 Rugby Ave., Suite 
201. This will not only be our venue for classes, but also for many of our 
social meetings with rooms for films, conversations and presentations. 

Our next important event is the ICS Gala taking place on Friday evening, 
May 19 with dinner catered by Pappa Fresca at the Italian Embassy. It 
will be an elegant affair, with a fashion show by Washington’s own 
Franca Bartoli, the presentation of the documentary film by our honorary 
guest, director Francesco Carrozzini, a Chopin piano performance by 
our Luciana Montanari-Mendola award winner Danila Tomassetti, and a 
chance to meet the ICS Young Scientists of 2017, Eleonora Troja of NASA 
and Massimo Fantini of NIH/Precision Biologics, and our Maria Guarrera 
Wilmeth award winner, Emma Trowbridge of Duke Ellington H.S. There will 
also be a silent auction featuring many desirable items (as an example, I’ll 
soon be in San Remo at an apartment stay for a week that I purchased at 
last year’s silent auction!). Please come! 

Ronald Cappelletti
President

JOIN US AT THE ICS GALA: May 19th, 2017 - ICS Gala at the Italian Embassy. This year’s theme: “Italian creativity, 
fashion and design”. More information, Sponsorship, RSVP and payment at http://www.italianculturalsociety.org/
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WELCOME TO OUR NEW MEMBERS

THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Ron Cappelletti: President
Arrigo Mongini: Vice President
Paolo Vidoli: Treasurer
Chiara Gastaldi: Secretary - Events
Francesca Casazza: Director of the Italian Language 

       Program
Carlo Ellena: Webmaster
Romeo Segnan: University and Museum Outreach
Olga Mancuso: Historian
Stefania Amodeo:  Movies and Scholarship Program
Ellen Coppley:  Fundraising
Sara Forden:  PR - Events 
Ranieri Cavaceppi: Scholarship Program
Lisa Wood:  Editor
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THANK YOU TO OUR SPONSORS
PLATINUM SPONSOR GALA 2016:
Sigma Tau Pharmaceutical

GOLD: 
Alks & Associates, Inc.
ISM’s Customer-Centric Focus Service Areas

SILVER:
SolArt Rooms and breakfast
Via Umbria

BRONZE:
Pizzeria Il Canale Georgetown
Bethesda Travel Center
Pizzeria Da Marco
Eyma Salon & Spa

SINGLE:
Dorothea Dickerman
Maby Palmisano

COUPLE:
Lucia and Cyd Wolf

FAMILY:
Linda & Gregory Fuortes and family
Paul Cox and family

STUDENT:
Ryan Shinkel
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APRIL SOCIAL EVENT
4/23/17

We were honored to have Prof. John C. McLucas as speaker at our April Social Meeting. He is a well known Professor of Italian and Latin 
in the Department of Foreign Languages at Towson University.  He received his BA in Latin Classics from Wesleyan in 1974, and his PhD in 
Italian Language and Literature from Yale in 1983. (See his  bio in the previous Poche Parole issue.) With his outstanding presentation “To 
the Victor Go the Spolia: Reuse, Recycling, and Repurposing of Ancient Materials in Later Construction in Rome” he illustrated to us many 
examples of reuse of ancient architectonic elements in mediaeval, Renaissance, and modern structures in the city. This reuse was often driven 
by shifting ideological currents, theological or political, which saw the city as a locus of sacred and imperial memories.
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Do not miss our Gala 2017: More information, Sponsorship, RSVP and payment at http://www.italianculturalsoci-
ety.org/gala-2017/

ICS GALA
5/19/17

Francesco Carrozzini

Carla Sozzani
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We are delighted to present ICS Gala 2017 honorary guest, Emmy Award-nominated film director and 
photographer, Francesco Carrozzini. 

On this special occasion he will present his documentary about his mother Franca Sozzani Editor in Chief, Vogue Italia 
(1950-2016) "Franca: Chaos & Creation."The film is scheduled to debut in the US theaters at the start of the summer.

We are also glad to announce that Carla 
Sozzani, Italian gallerist, founder of Galleria 
Carla Sozzani and the creator of 10 Corso 
Como in Milan, will be one of our special 
guests, with her daughter Sara Maino, Senior 
Editor and Head of talent at Vogue Italia 

Franca Bartoli, a local Italian stylist, a point 
of reference for the Italian community in 
Washington, will introduce the theme of the 
Gala with a fashion show.

Stay tuned for more updates!Learn more 
about the event and RSVP: http://
www.italianculturalsociety.org/gala-2017/

Ph credits: Pascal Le Segretain/Getty 
Images Europe
Ph credits: Sara Scanderebech

Poster of the documentary film "Franca: Chaos & 
Creation" 



6

Poche Parole MAY 2017
Vol. XXXIII, No. 18

PRESERVING AND PROMOTING 
ITALIAN LANGUAGE 
AND CULTURE

La ‘stoffa dei sogni’ di Gianfranco Cabiddu, film vincitore del David di Donatello per la miglior sceneggiatura, e’ 
approdato per alcuni giorni a Washington. Dove e’ stato applaudito e seguito da un gruppo crescente di aficionados. 
Ora sta attraversando insieme al suo regista e sceneggiatore un pezzo dell’Unione: dal Texas a Detroit, a New York.

Ospite di rassegne cinematografiche d’autore, come il FilmFest della capitale americana - che ogni anno porta le 
migliori e ultime pellicole straniere in Usa - e di proiezioni nelle case della cultura italiana negli Stati Uniti, la pellicola 
sta conquistando.

Le immagini mozzafiato del mare sardo, le luci del Sud dell’Italia, la storia di un naufragio impossibile. La favola-
omaggio ai guitti del Belpaese, il racconto che si  snoda a scatole cinesi senza farsi mancare un’improbabile storia 
d’amore, sta affascinando gli spettatori d’oltreoceano.

Alle proiezioni il pubblico applaude e ride durante alcune delle scene di irresistibile comicita’ della favola girata 
interamente nell’isola dell’Asinara.  Le vicende del naufragio di un battello che mescola i destini di un gruppo di 
teatranti, di carcerati e di guardie in fuga,confondendone le identita’ in un gioco delle parti, intriga gli americani che 
amano le avventure.

“Sento affetto e curiosita’ da parte del pubblico - ha commentato Cabiddu - la gente riconosce un lavoro fatto con 
l’artigianalita’ italiana, sull’idea di teatro di De Filippo. E come tale e’ godibile anche a livello popolare”.   “E’ un film 
che parla di gente semplice,di giochi delle apparenze, di sopravvivenza e di un luogo di frontiera come
l’Asinara- dice Cabiddu - e risulta cosi’ godibile per tutti”. ‘La stoffa dei sogni’ si ispira a ‘La Tempesta’ di Shakespeare 
e all’ ‘Arte della commedia’ di Eduardo De Filippo,formando un omaggio ai due grandi autori.
 L’arrivo del film in America e’ stato possibile anche grazie al supporto dell’Ambasciata d’Italia e dell’Istituto di 
Cultura italiano.

STOFFA DEI SOGNI WASHINGTON
DI NICOLETTA N. AIKEN
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2017 ICS AWARD WINNERS

We are pleased to announce several Italian Cultural Society award winners this year.

The winners of the Cesarina Horing Awards for excellence in Italian language studies at the college level are: 
Dario De Palma ($500), Georgetown University; Bora Mica ($250) and Giuliana Sciuto ($250), University 
of Maryland; Tanner Jackson ($250) and Nina Uritskaya, ($250) Catholic University of America; Gabriella 
Liles ($100) and Alejandra Alferez ($200), American University; Rachel Grasso ($200) and Carly Whitmer 
($100), George Washington University;  and Gia Primerano ($150) and Salvatore Pitino ($150), George 
Mason University.

The Maria Guarrera Wilmeth Award ($500) for excellence in Italian language studies at the high school level 
is Emma Trowbridge of Duke Ellington School for the Arts.

The winner of the Luciana Montanari-Mendola Award for piano performance ($1000) at the university/
conservatory level is Danila Tomassetti of the Benjamin T. Rome School of Music, Catholic University of America. 
Ms. Tomassetti will perform parts of the Sonata op. 35 in B flat minor by Fryderyk Chopin: the Marcia Funebre and the 
Presto, at the ICS Gala at the Italian Embassy on May 19th.

The winner of the Luciana Montanari-Mendola Award for piano performance ($500) at the high-school level 
is Emma Trowbridge of the Duke Ellington School for the Arts.

The winner of the ICS Young Scientist Award ($1000) is Dr. Eleonora Troja of NASA/Goddard for her work 
on galactic gamma-ray bursts and her leading role on the mission executive committee of the SWIFT program, one of 
NASA’s top three priorities in 2016. 

The winner of the Elena and Antonio De Luca award ($1000), this year given to a Young Scientist in the biological 
sciences, is Dr. Massimo Fantini for his work on immunotherapy methods in cancer treatment as a senior scientist 
with Precision Biologics, and previously at the NCI at NIH.

The winner of the free course for an elementary school student given by the ICS/ILP is Matthias De Vita.

Drs. Troja and Fantini and Ms. Tomassetti and Ms. Trowbridge will receive their awards at the ICS Awards Gala at the 
Italian Embassy.

Winners of the Cesarina 
Horing Award at 
University of Maryland 
26 aprile 2017, with our 
Board Member Stefania 
Amodeo, Distiguished 
Senior Lecturer, Dept. of 
French & Italian, UMD

Winners of the Cesarina 
Horing Award, at 
American University, 
May 4th, with our Board 
members Francesca 
Casazza, ILP Director and 
Ranieri Cavaceppi, Senior 
Professorial Lecturer and 
Coordinator of Italian, at 
American University.
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Saturday April 8th, about 100 of us were at Pizzeria Da Marco, close to our school (picture included), for our traditional 
pizza fundraising event. Pizzeria Da Marco donated 15% of their sales to the Italian Language Program. We also 
organized a raffle for the occasion. On Saturday 22nd, during class break we drew three winners: Richard Shiripa, 
who attends Advanced Grammar and Conversation with Cristiana, won the 1st prize, a $100 gift Certificate for an ILP 
course. Bill Walker and Patrick Russo won the Italian Cooking Heritage books.

During April we monitored the construction of our new headquarters (a few pictures included). Many of us worked with 
enthusiasm, to design, decorate and organize our new school and event venue in 4833 Rugby Avenue, Suite 201. We 
look forward to seeing it finished! 

Saturday May 13th we will be at the Embassy for the annual European Embassy Open House and Saturday May27th 
we will be at the OAS Parking lot for a Food Festival organized by the Organization of Women of Americas. The ILP 
will entertain kids with creative/cultural activities and will share information about our program. 

We are working now on the Summer Term, starting June 26th: we will offer classes for beginner, intermediate and 
advanced students. Conversation, history and good cinema will help you practice your comprehension and speaking 
skills. Our Summer Schedule will be online at the middle of May.

For the kids, we are planning wonderful activities for our fourth Summer Camp, for the weeks of June 19th(for teens), 
June 26, July 3th (4 days), July 10th, August 21st, August 28th. The week of June 19th, we will have a week dedicated 
to 12-18 years old, to learn Italian through cooking, music, cinema, besides some grammar and conversation, of 
course. Latin 1 Summer immersion will also be offered upon request.

Saluti,
Francesca Casazza

FROM THE ILP
FRANCESCA CASAZZA

Pizzeria Da Marco

new ICS offices
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�

Lucia Wolf, Francesca Casazzza, Anna Lawton and Suzy Menard (Via Umbria 's owner), at Via Umbria Gallaria - April 27th
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LOCAL EVENTS OF INTEREST
Please visit our web page http://www.italianculturalsociety.org/upcoming-events/ 

Also, check THE ITALIAN CULTURAL INSTITUTE’S calendar (Istituto Italiano di Cultura (IIC), which links to specific 
events and exhibits:  http://www.iicwashington.esteri.it/iic_washington/it  

Istituto Italiano di Cultura:  Artists in Residence: Renato D’Agostin: Embassy of Italy, 3000 Whitehaven Street, NW, 
Washington, DC 20008,  through June 30, by appointment only, M-F, 10-12pm/2-4pm, http://www.iicwashington.
esteri.it/iic_washington/en/gli_eventi/calendario/2017/01/artists-in-residence-renato-d-agostin.html

Istituto Italiano di Cultura:  Marco Bagnoli, Domenico Bianchi, Remo Salvadori: From the Olnick Spanu Collection, 
Hillyer Art Space: 9 Hillyer Court, NW, Washington, DC 20008,  May 5 - June 2, http://www.iicwashington.esteri.
it/iic_washington/en/gli_eventi/calendario/2017/05/marco-bagnoli-domenico-bianchi.html

Istituto Italiano di Cultura:  Rethinking Giorgio de Chirico: Embassy of Italy, 3000 Whitehaven Street, NW, Washington, 
DC 20008,  May 9, http://www.iicwashington.esteri.it/iic_washington/en/gli_eventi/calendario/2017/05/
rethinking-giorgio-de-chirico.html

Italians in DC:  Open House all’Italian Embassy: Embassy of Italy, 3000 Whitehaven Street, NW, Washington, DC 
20008,  May 13, RVSP here: https://www.eventbrite.com/e/open-house-at-the-italian-embassy-of-washington-
dc-tickets-34310264926

Istituto Italiano di Cultura:  BeBlind, presenting Debora Petrina - DC Jazz Festival - Jazz in the ‘Hoods: Embassy 
of Italy, 3000 Whitehaven Street, NW, Washington, DC 20008,  June 16, http://www.iicwashington.esteri.it/iic_
washington/en/gli_eventi/calendario/2017/06/debora-petrina-dc-jazz-festival.html

Poche Parole is published each month from January through May and September through December. The deadline for the submission of all articles and ads 
for the newsletter is the 22nd of the month preceding publication of the issue. 

Please send submissions to: language@italianculturalsociety.org or on a computer CD/DVD to: Editor, Poche Parole,4827 Rugby Ave., Suite 301, Bethesda, 
MD 20814 

Publication notice: The ICS Board reserves sole discretion for accepting any material, including ads, for inclusion in Poche Parole, pursuant to its established 
Publication Policy. A copy of this policy is available upon request by contacting the editor. 

Advertisers appearing in Poche Parole have paid a fee or provided service in kind to ICS for publishing their respective ads. Publication of any advertisement 
in Poche Parole does not reflect ICS endorsement or guarantee of the advertisers’ services, products or statements. Material contained in articles published is 
the sole responsibility of the author and does not indicate ICS endorsement.
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To advertise on Poche Parole, please contact language@
italianculturalsociety.org, or call 301-215-7885

DATE: 7/23/15 FILE NAME: PIZZERIA DA MARCO HOTEL: AMERICAN INN - BETHESDA, MD SALESPERSON: KIM FETROW GRAPHIC DESIGNER: LEWIS: CS
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membership 
application

the italian cultural society
of washington, dc., inc.

(301) 215-7885
www.ItalianCulturalSociety.org

The expiration date of
your membership is
shown on the address
label. Please renew
using the form at the
bottom of this page.

4827 Rugby Avenue, Suite #301
Bethesda, MD 20814
Return Service Requested

meeting location
friendship heights village center
4433 South Park Ave., Chevy Chase, MD 20815

Mail application to:

ICS Membership
4827 Rugby Ave., Suite 301
Bethesda, MD 20814

Please make check payable to:
          The Italian Cultural Society

Name    Occupation
Volunteer Skills
Address

State Zip
New Member o        Renewal o

City
Address Change o        
Email Phone
Please deliver Poche Parole by:  o email only    o email and US Mail

Type of Membership
o Single $35 o

Platinum Sponsor $2000 +

o Couple o
Gold Sponsor $1 000o Family

$50 
$75 o

Silver Sponsor $500

o

Bronze Sponsor $250
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