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ICS EVENTS
Social meetings start at 3:00 PM on the third Sunday of the month, September thru May, at the
Friendship Heights Village Center, 4433 South Park Ave., Chevy Chase, MD (See map on back cover)

Sunday, March 20: Cam Trowbridge will speak on Guglielmo Marconi, about whom he has just written
a new book. (see page 9)

Sunday, April 17: Prof. Anna Lawton will speak on "Magic Moments in Italian Cinema."
ITALIAN LESSONS on March 20 at 2:00 PM
Movie of the Month: “Big Deal on Madonna Street” at 1:00 (see page 9)

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

The 2011 Festa di Carnevale is now history, and a party that
will be remembered for a long time. No snowmaggedon this
time. We had a bash! Lubricated by delicious foods and
drinks, our revelers, ranging from octogenarians to ventenni,
took to the dance floor in a wonderful rustle of costumes and
masks ranging from elegant Venetian styles to the delightfully
silly, all to the throbbing tunes of lItalian pop provided by
DJLady. Off in one corner, guests were treated to videos of
Carnevale celebrations from Veneza, Viareggio, Foiano,
Acireale, Putignano, Nizza di Sicilia, and others. Look for
party photos in this issue. The turnout for the Fesfa was
about 120 persons, with strong showings from lItalians in DC,
meetup groups, and D.I.V.E. as well as our own soci. One of
the happy aspects of the event was that we found that we
can cooperate successfully in planning such a complex party
which bodes well for future ventures together.

Also during this past month many of us participated in a
wonderful series of concerts and lectures in celebration of the
1000™ anniversary of the founding of the Benedictine Abbey
at Cava de’ Tirreni. These were held in diverse venues
(National Gallery, Casa ltaliana, the Italian Embassy)
featuring diverse music (the Suspicious Cheese Lords
singing a cappella music from the 14"-16" centuries;
Gregorian and Beneventan chant from the 12" —13"
centuries and other period music sung by soprano Rosa
Lamoreaux along with Wiliam Sharp, baritone, Thomas -
Zajac, bagpipe, recorder, flute, pipe and tabor, percussion, CONTENTS

vocals, Grant Herreid, lute, recorder, guitar, percussion, Bartolomeo Eustachio e Gabriele Fallopio
vocals) and interesting lectures on the history of that vaunted Il Pantheon (a student essay)

abbey. Coming up at our social meeting on March 20™ we Welcome to New Members

will hear from Cam Trowbridge who has recently written a 1,000 year old abbey comes to Washington
book on the radio pioneer Guglielmo Marconi and will make a Local Events of Interest

presentation. Other interesting events are in the planning More on Mike Bongiorno’s Stolen Corpse
stages as we continue to work to make the ltalian Cultural Movie of the Month

Society an organization keeping you in constant touch with March 20 Program and Speaker

our great heritage. More Pictures from the Carnevale Party
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Ron Cappe[[e tti, president
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ITALIAN LANGUAGE
PROGRAM

4827 Rugby Avenue, Suite 301
Bethesda, MD 20814

Day, Evening and Weekend Classes
for Adults and Children
SPRING SESSION STARTS APRIL 4
Serving Maryland, Virginia, and Washington, DC
website: www.italianculturalsociety.orqg
phone: 301-215-7885

Antenna Italia

is now on the AMICO website. Get
news from Italy and information on
Italian and Italian-American events as
well as music & commentary in
streaming audio. Log on any time
at Pino Cicala’s web site
www.italianamericancommunications.org

CONSULAR SECTION
ITALIAN EMBASSY

3000 Whitehaven Avenue, N.W.
Washington, DC 20008
Information: 202-612-4400
Serves residents of Washington, DC,
Montgomery & Prince George’s Counties,
MD; Arlington & Fairfax Counties, VA
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We are experts on Italy !
Call us to plan your holiday vacation !

Bethesda Travel Center

www.bethesdatravel.com
301-656-1670

ITALIAN GOURMET
MARKET

12169 Darnestown Road (Rt.28)
Gaithersburg, MD
Darnestown Rd & Quince Orchard Rd
Tel: 301-926-9236
Gourmet deli and catering
Featuring an extensive line of Italian
food favorites, wines and beers!
Italian deli products, panini, subs
and sandwiches, fresh mozzarella, &
home made delicious Italian meals
to go!

Panettone ¥ Pandoro¥Panforte

*Torrone ¥ Perugina €hocolates*
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Bring this Poche Parole ad for
a 10% discount from Mark!
(except for beer wine, and other
beverages)
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Cesarina Horing, Membership, Treasurer &

Iltalian Language Program
Cecilia Fiermonte, Secretary
Arrigo Mongini, Editor of Poche Parole
Joe Onofrietti, Film & Hospitality
Nick Monaco, Outside Events
Luigi De Luca, At large (Past President)
Paolo Vidoli, At large
Anthony Sinopoli, At large
Romeo Segnan, At large,
Maria Wilmeth, Historian
Elio Grandi, Emeritus
Aldo Bove, Liaison in Italy
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BARTOLOMEO EUSTACHIO E GABRIELE FALLOPIO
di Romeo Segnan

Tutti noi, o quasi tutti noi, conosciamo Galileo Galilei, lo
scienziato che contribui in modo fondamentale allo sviluppo
della scienza moderna. | due anatomisti del sedicesimo

secolo, Bartolomeo Eustachio e Gabriele Falloppio sono
meno noti.

Bartolomeo Eustachio ¢
considerato, assieme a
Vesalio, uno dei fondatori
dellanatomia umana
moderna. Eustachio naque a
San Severino, presso
Macerata. La data della sua
nascita & incerta, secondo
alcuni storici nel 1510 e
secondo altri nel 1524. Suo
padre medico lo indusse a
cimentarsi negli studi classici
e imparo il greco , I'ebreo e

Farabo. Si laured in
medicina presso
I'Archiginnasio della

Sapienza (che divenne la
ben nota Universita della
Sapienza) e comincio la sua carriera verso il 1540. Nel
1547 il Cardinale Giulio della Rovere lo scelse come medico
personale. A seguito del cardinale, Eustachio si stabili a
Roma e fu nominato professore di anatomia presso lo stesso
Achiginnasio. Poiché per motivi religiosi la chiesa cattolica
era contraria alla  dissezione di cadaveri, lo studio
dellanatomia umana era molto difficile e per secoli era
illegale dissezionare i cadaveri. Le autorita ecclesiastiche
allentarono il controllo in seguito allarrivo della Peste in
Europa nel 1348. | papi volevano sapere che cosa causava
la malattia e permisero 'esame delle vittime. Ma fu soltanto
nel 1537 che il papa Clemente VIl permise la dissezione
umana nelle lezioni di anatomia.

Eustachio € ben noto per la sua scoperta della famosa
tromba di Eustachio che connette 'orecchio medio con la
faringe. Inoltre egli studio e descrisse il funzionamento dei
muscoli del martello e la staffa auricolari. Ma Eustachio non
si limitd a studiare l'orecchio e fu il primo a studiare
accuratamente i denti e il fenomeno della dentatura infantile
e quella adulta. Nel suo libro, De renum structura, egli fu il
primo ad occuparsi di quellimportante organo umano e
scopri le ghiandole surrenali. Ma la sua opera piu importante
fu una serie di 47 incisioni su rame, in collaborazione con un
artista suo parente, Pier Matteo Pini. Parte dellopera fu
pubblicata nel 1552, nove anni dopo il trattato di anatomia di
Vesalio, molto piu famoso. Probabilmente l'opera fu
completata diversi anni prima, ma l'autore temé la scomunica
della chiesa. Sfortunatamente solo 8 incisioni furono
pubblicate nellopuscolo Opuscola anatomica mentre era in
vita. Le altre 39 incisioni vennero alla luce soltanto nel 1714,
dopo che il papa Clemente Xl le acquistd da uno dei
discendenti di Pier Matteo Pini. |l papa le consegnd al suo
medico che le pubblico nello stesso anno. Le incisioni
appaiono molto moderne e contengono le descrizioni della
base del cervello, il sistema nervoso simpatico (i nervi che
controllano tra l'altro il funzionamente dei vasi sanguigni), il

BARTOLOMEO EUSTACHIO AND GABRIELE FALLOPIO
by Romeo Segnan (translation)

All of us, or almost all of us, know Galileo Galilei, the scientist
that contributed in a fundamental way to the development of
modern science. The two seventeenth century anatomists,
Bartolomeo Eustachio and Gabriele Fallopio are less well
known.

Bartolomeo Eustachio is considered, along with Vesalius,
one of the pioneers of modern human anatomy. Eustachio
was born in San Severino, near Macerata. The date of his
birth is uncertain, according to some historians in 1510, and
according to others, 1524. His father, a doctor, persuaded
him to study the classics, and he learned Greek, Hebrew,
and Arabic. He graduated in medicine at La Sapienza school
of higher learning (that became the famous university of La
Sapienza).and he began his career in about 1540. In 1547
Cardinal Giulio della Rovere chose him as his personal
physician. Following the cardinal, Eustachio settled in Rome
and was appointed professor of anatomy at the same
university. Since the Catholic church, for religious reasons
,was against the dissection of cadavers, the study of human
anatomy was very difficult, and for centuries, the dissection
of cadavers was illegal. The church authorities lessened the
control as a result of the arrival of the plague in Europe in
1348. The Popes wanted to know what caused the disease
and permitted the examination of the victims. But it was not
until 1537 that Pope Clement VII permitted the dissection of
humans in anatomy classes.

Eustachio is well known for his discovery of the famous
Eustachian tube that connects the middle ear to the pharynx.
In addition, he studied and described the function of the
hammer and stirrup muscles of the ear. But Eustachio did
not limit himself to the study of the ear and was the first to
study teeth accurately and the phenomenon of children’s
teeth and adult teeth. In his book De renum structura, he
was the first to investigate that important human organ, the
kidney, and he discovered the suprarenal glands. But his
most important work was a series of 47 engravings in copper
in collaboration with an artist relative of his, Pier Matteo Pini.
Part of the work was published in 1552, nine years after the
much more famous treatise on anatomy by Vesalius.
Probably the work was completed several years earlier but
the author feared excommunication by the church.
Unfortunately only 8 engravings were published in the
booklet Opuscola anatomica while he was still living. The
other 39 engravings came to light only in 1714 after Pope
Clement XI acquired them from a descendant of Pier Matteo
Pini. The Pope turned them over to his doctor and they were
published that same year. The engravings appear very
modern and contain descriptions of the base of the brain, the
sympathetic nervous system (the nerves that control, among
other things, the functioning of the blood vessels), the
vascular system and the structure of the larynx. If those
engravings had been published in the sixteenth century the
study of human anatomy would have progressed much more
rapidly and Eustachio would be as famous as Vesalius.

Eustachio did not limit himself only to the study of human
anatomy, but he also diligently studied in detail the structure
of the organs of the human body. And when the structures
were too small to observe with the naked eye he used
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sistema vascolare e la struttura della laringe. Se quelle
incisioni fossero state pubblicate nel sedicesimo secolo, lo
studio della anatomia umana sarebbe progredito molto piu
rapidamente e Eustachio sarebbe altrettanto famoso quanto
Vesalio.

Eustachio non si limitd soltanto allo studio del’anatomia
umana, ma studid con minuzia e diligenza la struttura degli
organi del corpo umano. E quando le strutture erano troppo
piccole da vedere ad occhio nudo, si servi di lenti di
ingrandimento (i precursori del microscopio). Eustachio mori
nel 1574, mentre stava recandosi lungo la Via Flaminia alla
residenza del Cardinale della Rovere a Fossombrone.

Gabriele Falloppio. Come Eustachio, Gabriele Falloppio fu
uno dei piu importanti medici ed anatomisti del sedicesimo
secolo. Egli nacque a Modena nel 1523 e mori a Padova nel
1562. La sua famiglia apparteneva alla nobilta ma era molto
povera ed € con molta difficolta che egli prosegui gli studi in
medicina all’Universita di Ferrara, che nel sedicesimo secolo
vantava una delle migliori facolta di medicina d’'Europa. Nel
1548 ottenne la cattedra di anatomia nella stessa universita.
L’anno successivo ricevette un’offerta dall’Universita di Pisa,
in quel periodo la pit imortante universita italiana. Nel 1551
Cosimo I, Granduca di Toscana lo invitd ad occupare la
cattedra di anatomia e chirurgia nell'Universita di Padova,
dove fu studente di Vesalio e suo successore. Egli fu anche
professore di botanica e direttore dellorto botanico di
Padova, famoso anche ai giorni nostri. Nonostante morisse
giovane, a meno di quarant'anni, Falloppio lascid una
notevole impronta nel campo dellanatomia.

Nella sua ricerca in medicina, Fallopio si occupd
principalmente dellanatomia della testa umana. Egli
descrisse con minuzia il timpano e la sua relazione con
lanello osseo in cui & situato. Inoltre egli descrisse
minutamente la finestra rotonda e quella ovale e fu il primo
ad indicare la connessione tra il mastoide (prominenza
dellosso temporale dietro il padiglione auricolare) e
lorecchio medio. La sua descrizione dei canali lacrimali
dellocchio fu un notevole passo in avanti rispetto a quella dei
suoi predecessori. |l suo contributo allo studio del’anatomia
delle ossa e dei muscoli fu di grande aiuto agli anatomisti e
medici che lo seguirono. Falloppio studid gli organi
riproduttivi di ambo i sessi e descrisse le trombe di Falloppio
(tube uterine), che uniscono gli ovaii allutero, e che
naturalmente portano il suo nome. Un’altra struttura, il
piccolo canale nel quale passano i nervi della faccia, dopo
essersi separati dai nervi delludito, & conosciuto come
l'aquaeductus Fallopii.

| suoi contributi alla medicina pratica sono anche molto
importanti. Egli fu il primo ad usare uno specchietto nella
diagnosi e la cura dellorecchio. Falloppio pubblico due
trattati sulle ulcere ed i tumori (fu il primo a descrivere i
tumori come benigni o maligni) e un trattato di chirurgia. Nel
suo ftrattato sulla sifilide, egli propose l'uso dei condom.
Fallopio si interess0 di ogni tipo di terapia e scrisse un
trattato sui bagni e le acque termali, e un altro sulle purghe.
Eccetto il libro di Anatomia, pubblicato a Venezia nel 1561,
nessuno dei trattati fu pubblicato quando era ancora in vita.
Essi furono pubblicati a Norimberga nel 1575.

magnifying lenses (precursors of the microscope). Eustachio
died in 1574, while he was heading along the Via Flaminia
toward the residence of Cardinal della Rovere at
Fossombrone.

Gabiriele Fallopio

Like Eustachio, Gabriele Fallopio was one of the most
important doctors and anatomists of the sixteenth century.
He was born in Modena in
1523 and died in Padova
in 1562. His family
belonged to the nobility
but was very poor, and it
was with great difficulty
that he pursued his
studies at the University of
Ferrara, which, in the
sixteenth century, boasted
| one of the best faculties of
medicine in Europe. In
1548 he attained the chair
in anatomy at that
university. In the next
year he received an oﬁer from the University of Pisa, in that
period the most important university in Italy. In 1551, Cosimo
I, Grand Duke of Tuscany, invited him to occupy the chair in
anatomy and surgery at the University of Padova, where he
was a student of Vesalius and his successor. He was also
professor of botany and director of the botanical garden of
Padova, famous even to this day. Although he died young,
less than forty years old, Fallopio left a notable mark in the
field of anatomy.

In his medical research, Fallopio dealt mainly in the anatomy
of the human head. He described in detail the eardrum and
its relation to the bony ring where it is situated. In addition,
he described in detail the round window and the oval window
and was the first to indicate the connection between the
mastoid (prominence of the temporal bone behind the
auricular plate) and the middle ear. His description of the
tear ducts of the eye was a notable step forward relative to
that of his predecessors. His contribution to the study of the
anatomy of muscles and bones was of great help to the
anatomists and doctors that succeeded him. Fallopio studied
the reproductive organs of both sexes and described the
Fallopian tubes (uterine tubes) that join the ovaries to the
uterus and that, of course, bear his name. Another structure,
the little canal that contains the facial nerves, after being
separated from the auditory nerves is known as the
aquaeductus Fallopii.

His contributions to practical medicine are also very
important. He was the first to use a small mirror for the
diagnosis and treatment of the ear. Fallopio published two
treatises on ulcers and tumors (he was the first to describe
tumors as benign or malignant) and a treatise on surgery. In
his treatise on syphilis, he proposed the use of condoms.
Fallopio was interested in all types of therapies and wrote a
treatise on baths and thermal waters, and another on
purging. Except for the book Anatomy, published in Venice
in 1561, none of his treatises were published while he was
still alive. They were published in Nuremberg in 1575.
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Poche Parole is published each month from January through
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submission of all articles and ads for a newsletter issue is the
25™ of the month preceding publication of the issue. Please
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“We Piant seeds that spring to life!”
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GET THE ICS HERITAGE COOKBOOK
The popular ICS cookbook is now on sale. Packed with
hundreds of Regional recipes the book also contains
sections or related subjects; how to eat spaghetti, herbs and
spices, cheeses and wines of Italy, poetic tributes to pasta
and ltalian food, Italian style cocktails and homemade
liqgueurs. This cookbook is a MUST in the Italian kitchen! Buy
them now while they are still available !

FRENCH Sranisu

For pickup at the ICS office the price is $15. For phone-in
orders placed on the ICS CIAO Line: 202-333-CIAO (2426)
the price is $20, including shipping. Please provide your
name, telephone number, address and quantity ordered.

The proceeds go to the ICS scholarship fund
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IL PANTHEON
di Karin Kamp

Stendhal, lo scrittore francese del diciannovesimo secolo ha
scritto nelle ‘Passeggiate romane’: “ll pia bel resto
dellantichita romana ¢ senza dubbio il Pantheon. Questo
tempio ha cosi’ poco sofferto, che ci appare come dovettero
vederlo alla loro epoca i romani”.

Il primo Pantheon fu costruito nel 27 a.C. da Marco Vipsanio
Agrippa, amico e genero dell’ imperatore Augusto. Il tempio ¢
dedicato alle divinita’ dell’Olimpo — un tempio per tutti gli dei.
Fu distrutto da incendi nel 80 € nel 110 d.C. Ma tra il 118 e il
128 d.C. e’ stato ricostruito dal’imperatore Adriano. E
questo ¢ pit o meno I’edificio che vediamo oggi.

Il Pantheon

All’ inizio del settimo secolo I’ imperatore bizantino regalo’ il
Pantheon al Papa e I’edificio fu convertito in chiesa cristiana,
Santa Maria ad Martyres. Fu il primo caso di trasformazione
di un tempio pagano al culto cristiano. Questo fatto lo rende il
solo edificio del’antica Roma ad essere rimasto
praticamente intatto e ininterrottamente in uso per scopo
religioso fin dal momento della sua fondazione. Non ha
sofferto le spogliazioni apportate agli edifici della Roma
classica dai papi.

Il Pantheon ¢ un edificio compatto composto di una cella
rotonda , il pronao oftastilo (che vuol dire che ha otto
colonne) ed il frontone. 1l Pronao ha otto colonne di granito
grigio e sulla facciata il fregio riporta I'iscrizione di Agrippa in
lettere di bronzo, tradotta in italiano:” Marco Vipsanio
Agrippa console per la terza volta”.

Il frontone doveva essere decorato con figure in bronzo. |
fusti delle colonne sono in granito grigio o rosso, provenienti
dalle cave egiziane. La travatura lignea aveva una copertura
bronzea ma nel 1625 fu tolta sotto papa Urbano VIII per la
costruzione del Baldacchino di San Pietro (Bernini) e di
conseguenza fu scritta la famosa pasquinata “Quod non
fecerunt barbari, fecerunt Barberini”. (Cio che non fecero i
barbari fecero i Barberini ). Il papa era della famiglia
Barberini. Il pronao ¢ pavimentato con lastre di marmi colorati
con un disegno geometrico di cerchi e quadrati. Anche i lati
del pronao sono rivestiti in marmo.

L’armonia e sopratutto le dimensioni dell’ interno colpiscono
fortemente. Le proporzioni sono stupende. Lo spazio della
cella rotonda e’ costituito da un cilindro coperto da una
semisfera. |l cilindro ha altezza uguale al raggio (27,72 m) e

THE PANTHEON
by Karin Karmp (translation)

Stendahl, the nineteenth century French writer, wrote in his
‘Roman Walks”: “The most beautiful remnant of ancient
Rome is, without a doubt, the Pantheon. This temple has
suffered so little that it appears as the Romans must have
seen it in their times”.

The first Pantheon was built in 27 BC by Marcus Vipsanius
Agrippa, friend and brother-in-law of the emperor Augustus.
The temple is dedicated to the divinities of Olympus — a
temple for all the gods. It was destroyed by fires in 80 and
110 AD. But 119 and 128 AD it was rebuilt by emperor
Hadrian, and this is more or less the building we see today

s 2l At the beginning of the

seventh century, the
Byzantine emperor
gave the Pantheon to
the Pope, and the
building was converted
to a Christian church,
Santa Maria ad
Martyres. It was the
first case of
transforming a pagan
temple into the
Christian cult.  This
fact makes it the only
ancient Roman to
remain practically
intact and in use
without interruption for

s = e i religious purposes
from the moment of its foundation. It has not undergone the
spoliations brought upon the buildings of classical Rome by
the Popes.

Al N ok,

The Pantheon is a compact building composed of a circular
room, the pronaos (entry structure) with eight sets of
columns, and the pediment. The pronaos has columns of
gray granite and, on its fagade, the frieze reports the
enlistment of Agrippa in bronze letters: “Marcus Vipsanius
Agrippa, consul for the third time”.

The pediment must have been decorated with bronze
figures. The shafts of the columns are in gray or red granite
from the Egyptian quarries. The wooden truss had a bronze
covering but in 1625 it was removed by Pope Urban VIII for
the construction of Bernini’'s canopy in St. Peter's and as a
consequence the following lampoon was written: “Quod non
fecerunt barbari, fecerunt Barberini” (What the barbarians did
not do the Barberini did). The Pope was of the Barberini
family. The pronaos is paved with tiles of colored marble,
with a geometric design of circles and squares. Even the
sides of the Pronaos are lined with marble.

The harmony and above all the dimensions of the interior
make a strong impact. The proportions are stupendous. The
space of the circular room is made up of a cylinder covered
with a hemisphere. The cylinder's height is equal to its
radius and the total height of the interior is equal to its
diameter.

At the lower level, six large niches open up; in the spaces
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I’altezza totale dell’interno e’ uguale al diametro (43,44m).

Al livello inferiore si aprono sei ampie nicchie; negli spaz tra
le nicchie sono otto piccole edicole su un basamento alto. Le
pareti sono rivestite di lastre di marmi colorati.

Il livello piu alto dove si trovano le finestre ¢ stato ridisegnato
nel diciottesimo secolo e una piccola parte ¢ stata rifatta
secondo il disegno romano originale.

an Pietro a Roma

La famosa cupola forse €’ stata disegnata a rappresentare la
sfera celeste. Era la piu’ grande cupola del mondo fino al
1950 quando gli architetti moderni hanno cominciato a
disegnare gli stadi sportivi con enormi cupole fatte con
materiali molto piu leggeri. La cupola del Pantheon e’ stata
realizzata con una sola gettata di calcestruzzo e ci si
domanda come abbiano fatto i romani a mettere la cupola
sulla rotonda senza farla crollare. Cio fu reso possibile grazie
ad una serie di espedienti che contribiuscono
all’alleggerimento della struttura: Iutilizzo dei cassettoni,
’'uso di materiali via via sempre pia leggeri verso I’alto, per
esempio il tufo e la lava vulcanica macinata, e I’ oculo.
(L’apertura per far entrare la luce). E’ la sola sorgente
luminosa nel Pantheon. La cupola ¢ sostenuta da pareti di
sei metri di spessore e dagli archi incorporati nelle pareti.

Dopo la conversione in chiesa cristiana gli altari e le nicchie
sono stati installati,piu tardi alffreschi, quadri, sculture furono
aggiunti; nel rinascimento il Pantheon ¢ stato usato anche
come tomba. Vi si conservano, fra gli altri, i resti dei pittori
Raffaello ed Annibale Caracci, dell’architetto Baldassare
Peruzzi e del musicista Arcangelo Corelli. Ci si trova anche la
tomba di Vittore Emmanuele Il. Il Pantheon ¢ tuttora una
chiesa e ci vengono celebrate messe regolari, soprattutto
matrimoni.

La costruzione del Pantheon fu un capolavoro di ingegneria
romana. “La spazalita perfettamente sferica regala
al’osservatore una sensazione di straordinaria armonia”.
Come esempio meglio conservato dell’architettura
monumentale romana, il Pantheon ha avuto enorme
influenza sugli architetti europei e americani dal
Rinascimento al XIX secolo, col Neoclassicismo. Andrea
Palladio ha preso il Pantheon come modello per la Villa
Rotonda e Thomas Jefferson per I’Universita della Virginia.
Ci sono molti edifici in diversi paesi che furono influenzati
dal Pantheon: San Pietro a Roma, I’Universita’ della Virginia,
il Capitol a Washington , una chiesa in Polonia, I’Hotel Ritz-
Carlton a Philadelphia.

between the niches are eight small pavilions on a tall base.
The walls are lined with colored marble tiles.

The highest level, where the windows are located was
redesigned in the eighteenth century and a small part was
redone according to the original Roman design.

University of Virginia

The famous cupola was perhaps designed to represent the
celestial sphere. It was the largest cupola in the world until
1950, when modern architects started to design sports
stadiums with enormous cupolas made with much lighter
materials. The cupola of the Pantheon was completed with
just one concrete pour, and one wonders how the Romans
managed to place the cupola on the cylinder without having it
collapse. That was made possible thanks to a series of
expedients that contribute to lightening the structure: the use
of ceiling panels, the use of materials that get lighter and
lighter as the height increases, for example tufa. stone and
ground volcanic lava, and the oculus (the aperture for letting
in the light). It is the only source of light in the Pantheon.
The Pantheon is held up by walls six meters thick and by
arches incorporated in the walls.

After the conversion to a Christian church, the altars and the
niches were installed, and later frescoes, paintings, and
sculptures were added; during the Renaissance, the
Pantheon was also used as a tomb. Among others, the
remains of the painters Rafael and Hannibal Caracci of the
architect Baldassare Peruzzi, and of the musician Arcangelo
Corelli are preserved. One can also find the tomb of Victor
Emanuel Il. The Pantheon is still a church, and regular
masses, especially matrimonies, are celebrated there.

The construction of the Pantheon was a masterpiece of
Roman engineering. “The perfectly spherical space gives
the observer a sense of extraordinary harmony”. As the best
preserved example of monumental Roman architecture, the
Pantheon has had an enormous influence on European and
American architects from the Renaissance to the 19" century
with Neoclassicism. Palladio took the Pantheon as a model
for the Villa Rotonda as did Thomas Jefferson for the
University of Virginia. There are many buildings in diverse
countries that were influenced by the Pantheon: Saint Peter’s
in Rome, the University of Virginia, the Capitol in
Washington, a church in Poland, and the Ritz Carlton Hotel
in Philadelphia.



WELCOME TO NEW ICS MEMBERS

It is with great pleasure that | introduce those Members who
have joined us recently. As | welcome them | hope that they will
take advantage of all that the Society has to offer and that they
will contribute with their knowledge and expertise to the success
of the Society’s mission:

Marie Frances, Ellen and Lou Masciocchi,
Marilyn Mayerfeld

Benvenatc ! Cesarnina Horing, Membership Chair

LOCAL EVENTS OF INTEREST

National Gallery of Art: Canaletto and his rivals: A 60
minute talk at the Canaletto exhibition on various dates in

March and April http://www.nga.gov/programs/galtalks/

ltalian Cultural Institute: Remembering Risorgimento, a
series of three films set against dramatic moments in Italian
history. Shown at the National Gallery of Art, East Building,
Concourse Auditorium:

“Allonsanfan” March 12 at 2:20 PM, “The Leopard” March 13
at 4:30 PM, “1860 (I Mille di Garibaldi)’” March 19 at 4:00 PM

Abruzzo Molise Heritage Society: Wshington Winemakers
Annual Wine Tasting, Sunday, March 13 1:15-4:00 PM at
Casa ltaliana $10 per person; Seniors $5.

National ltalian American Foundation: Scholarship
Program Application Deadline is March 4

http://www.niaf.org/scholarships/about.asp

Piazza ltalia, Washington DC Italian Language & Culture
Meetup Group: Social gatherings every Monday & Friday at
Vapiano restaurant. See www.meetup.com/DCltalian

The Washington DC Italian Language Meetup Group:
Helping people with an interest in Italian language and
culture connect with one another, both online and in person.
See www.meetup.com/italiano

MORE ON MIKE BONGIORNO’S STOLEN CORPSE

If you read last month’s Poche Parole and made it as far as
page 10 you would have learned about the theft of TV host
Mike Bongiorno’s body from a cemetery near Arona on Lake
Maggiore. To keep readers up to date on this strange event,
we have some news for you. The weekly Oggi, in its Feb. 21
issue reported that, despite a long period of silence by
presumed thieves, a ransom note for 300,000 euros was
recently delivered to the Bongiorno family. Oggi described
the proposed method of turning over the cash as
‘rocambolesco” a word which is not found in most, if any,
Italian dictionaries (The closest | could get was ‘bizarre”. A
Spanish language web site explains that the word is named
after Rocambole, the protagonist of more than 20 novelas by
Comte Pierre-Alexis Ponsard du Terrail [1829-1871]). OK,
back to the story,. The money was to have been thrown from
a train by a member of the Bongiorno family, but a few
seconds before the toss, the person on the train received a
message from the “professional” thieves that everything was
off.. In any case Corriere della Sera reported later that one
of the Bongiorno sons as well as the Carabinieri of Novara
deny that any of this is true. Poche Parole will keep our
readers informed of the latest developments in this case as
they happen.

1,000 YEAR OLD ABBEY COMES TO WASHINGTON

About a month ago officials of the city of Cava de’ Tirreni and
the Province of Salerno, accompanied by Giordano Rota,
the Abbot of the Abbey of Cava de’ Tirreni, located just
outside the town, came to Washington as part of the year
long celebration of the 1,000 th anniversary of the Abbey.
The events in Washington included a Mass, a reception,
several concerts, and a round table discussion of the
significance of the anniversary. The town of Cava is located
between two mountain ridges just north of Salerno and Vietri,
where the Amalfi Coast meets the ltalian peninsula. Cava
has a rich history, going back to Etruscan times, when the
area was known as “le terre de la Cava” (lands of the quarry).
Its picturesque main street has arcaded buildings on both
sides. It was a resort in Roman times and, during the middle
ages was dominated for 300 years by the Lombards. In
1011, St. Alferius, a Salerno nobleman of Lombard origin
retired to a hermit-like life in a cave in the area, in effect
founding the Abbey, under the Benedictine monks. The first
four abbots became saints and the Abbey grew in
importance, becoming a spiritual center of the Benedictines
who extended their influence across southern Italy. At its
peak, there were at least 500 monks at the Abbey, compared
to today when there are just ten.

Some interesting points came to light (at least to this writer)
during the visit of the delegation. First, there is a tie between
the city of Cava de’ Tirreni and, indirectly, Washington.
(Though its twin city is Pittsfield MA). The mayor, Marco
Galdi, at one of the concerts, explained that Gaetano
Filangieri (1752-1788) one time resident of Cava, was a
noted jurist and philosopher who corresponded with
Benjamin Franklin, and that Filangieri’s ideas contained in his
book The Science of Legislation regarding the rights of
citizens, including “the pursuit of happiness” may have
influenced our Declaration of Independence.

Second, many of the vocal numbers in the different concerts
performed during the visit were done in Beneventan chant,
as was the custom at the Abbey. In contrast with Gregorian
chant, which may be familiar to some churchgoers,
Beneventan chant includes extreme embellishment, usually
improvised, on some of the syllables in the Latin text, using
many different tones, in a technique known as melisma. One
of the speakers at the round table said that a significant
portion of a monk’s days and nights was spent singing.

Third, when it was pointed out that one of the brochures
mistakenly mentioned the “Regione di Salerno”, not the
correct term “Provincia di Salerno” , Antonio Squillante, an
assessore of Salerno’s government, said, “True, but that's ok
, We are petitioning to become a Regione”, something that
has apparently never happened in Italian history.

Finally, amazing as it is that a Benedictine abbey or
monastery is still functioning after 1,000 years, a little
research reveals that St. Benedict himself founded the
Monastery of Monte Cassino almost 500 years earlier.

Arrigo Mongini
See en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cava de' Tirreni www.badiadicava.it

en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gaetano Filangieri
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MARCH 20 PROGRAM MOVIE OF THE MONTH

Our speaker will be Calvin D. (Cam) Trowbridge Jr.a Big Deal on Madonna
graduate of Yale and Harvard Law School. He was a Street
corporate partner in Isham, Lincoln & Beale, a Chicago law i ) o
firm, and the General Counsel and Secretary of Norton Director Mario Monicelii delivers
Simon, Inc., a conglomerate that owned Avis and Canada this deft satire of the classic
Dry. He was the chief operating officer of two New York law caper film Rififi, introducing a
firms and presently has his own head hunting firm for lawyers bungling group of amateurs --
in Milan, Paris, London, New York and D.C. including an ex-jockey (Carlo
Pisacane), a former boxer

(Vittorio Gassman) and an out-
of-work photographer (Marcello
Mastroianni). The crew plans a
seemingly simple heist with a
retired burglar (Totd), who
serves as a consultant. But this
ltalian job is doomed from the
start.

1958, Italian with English subtitles

Cam’s topic is Guglielmo Marconi, the subject of his recently
published book Marconi: Father of Wireless, Grandfather of
Radio, Great-Grandfather of the Cell Phone, The Story of the
Race to Control Long-Distance Wireless Cam has been
interested in the life of Marconi for 30 years, particularly in
Marconi’s career as a businessman, as well as an inventor.

PICTURES FROM THE CARNEVALE PARTY

Very Scary

One two; Skip to my loo



Il Pirata

Due Gentiluomini di Venezia

Editor’s note: Inthe February issue of Poche Parole author
Luciano Mangiafico stated that St. Cecilia’s body had turned
to dust when her tomb was reopened in 1599. According to
a letter to the editor from Gian Piero Forcina, quoting other
sources, the body remained uncorrupted, an event
considered miraculous by the Roman population. Mr.
Mangiafico, in  subsequent  correspondence, has
acknowledged that her body was indeed intact when
exhumed, but that it disintegrated shortly thereafter.

Il Carabiniere

AND THE WINNER IS

MARY ANN !!




Los Merengueros

The winning costume
";"."I' A LA i)

Mamp T

Just look at the last three numbers on the ticket The orange ticket, not the blue one




hi ame
// C\S g;)?),;':g ae :‘;SO l‘: P Edd ress

Mail application to:

c/o ICS Treasurer
4827 Rugby Avenue
Suite #301
Bethesda, MD 20814

Please make check payable to:
The Italian Cultural Society

Occupation o
City State Zip
Address change [ New member [] Renewal []
Email: Ph.:
Type of membership Interest group
[] Single $35.00 [ Theater [(Jincontriacena
(] Family $50.00 [ Literature [CJConversation
[] Student, full time $20.00 []Opera []Travelling
[] Piatinum Sponsor ~ $ 1,000 [(]20-40s []Dancing
(] Gold Sponsor $500.00 [C]Children (3-13)  []Cultural progr.
(] Silver Sponsar $250.00 []Museums ] Fund Raising

[[] Outdoor activities

Please mark the group you are interested in

—— — — ——— ——— — — —— —— ————— —— — ——— — — — — —— — — — — — — o .

meeting location

------------------------------ L PR T Y

friendship heights village center
4433 South Park Ave., Chevy Chase, MD 20815

the italian cultural society
‘ 5 of washington, dc., inc.
(202) 333-CIAQ

www.ltalianCulturalSociety.org

4827 Rugby Avenue, Suite #3017

Bethesda, MD 20814
Raturn Service Requeasted

The expiration date of
your membership is
shown on the address
label. Please renew
using the form at top
of this page.
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