MAKING TIME IN WESTERN THOUGHT: AN INTRODUCTION
TO CALENDAR STUDIES AND LITURGICAL CALCULATIONS
In our January Social Meeting, Sister Theotokos will address the mathematical and astronomical
issues of calculating time, as opposed to merely recording it, as well as the development of particular
liturgical pressures in early Christian history which accelerated the work. Special attention will be
given to the work of the 13th century Genoese archbishop Jacobus de Voragine who composed the
Legenda aurea (‘Golden Legend’) and the 16th century Italian scientist Aloysius Lilius who worked
out the 1582 calendrical reform known as the Gregorian Calendar.
Sr. Maria Theotókos Adams, SSVM, a native of Washington, lived abroad in Lausanne (CH) as a child
making frequent trips to the north of Italy (Aosta, Milan, Portofino) with her family. Returning to
the United States for school, she grew up near Charlottesville, Virginia, before attending Columbia
University in New York. While pursuing her BA in Ancient Studies, she spent a semester at Hebrew
University in Jerusalem also attending courses at the École Biblique.
Sr. Theotókos entered religious life in 2001, and professed her perpetual vows in 2008. She is a
member of the missionary community the Servants of the Lord and the Virgin of Matará (SSVM)—
female branch of the Religious Family of the Incarnate Word(IVE). In 2004-2005 she completed her
studies in Segni (RM) south of Rome before returning to Washington, DC to serve as an instructor in
the house of studies for younger sisters.
Sr. Theotókos completed her Master’s in Church History at The Catholic University of America in
2016 with a focus on Bede’s reception of The City of God and his role in transmitting the legacy of
Augustine. Venturing back to the earliest systematic Christian historiography, she is now pursuing
her doctorate in Church History on Eusebius of Caesarea and liturgical time.
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