Poche Parole

Supporting Italian Arts, Culture, and Language Since 1953

Message from the Board

Dear Members,

With the summer in full swing, | am happy to report
that we have been busy at ICS with the fall planning.
It has been a tremendous year of growth for our
school which continues to add classes and see full en-
rollment. We are expanding our children’s programs
in Bethesda and in our new, nicer location in Vienna
to better serve Virginia's families. Our Board also wel-
comed two new accomplished and talented mem-
bers who will be a valuable addition to the ICS.

Villa Bonizella’s Secret Tuscany journey, led by our
executive director Francesca Casazza, was a memo-
rable trip for all attendees. We had an overwhelming
response from our enthusiastic members. Likely next
year we will need to split the journey into two groups.

Follow us on social media, sign up to receive our
emails and check the website to view our fall sched-
ule as well as many upcoming events.

This fall the calendar will be particularly full, in col-
laboration with the Library of Congress, The Istituto
Italiano di Cultura, and the NIAF. In September the fo-
cus will be on fashion at the Library of Congress with
Sarah Forden and Lucia Wolf. In October during the
Settimana della Lingua, we are proud to present a
co-sponsored documentary-based event on Costan-
tino Brumidi.

In addition, this fall and winter we will be offering
again our “Savoring Italy” series (lecture + apericena),

starting with Lombardia, this time.

Given the success of “Aperitivo Archeologico” with
professor Dario Penzo, | am happy to offer “Aperitivo
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con l'arte’, as well as a guided tour at the National Art
Gallery focusing on the Italian collection.

Today’s Italy is the child of the Magna Graecia and of
the Ancient Rome. Those who truly wish to under-
stand our deepest root cannot do so without Latin
and Greek. Check out the ICS classical language pro-
gram if you are ready to undertake a challenging and
utterly rewarding journey in our faraway past. Some-
times those who appear to be the most distant can be
revealed as surprisingly close.

Wishing you a happy continuation of your summer
and looking forward to seeing you all in the fall.

Aunelise Brody Monanc

Chair of the Board of Directors

ICS members on our Villa Bonizella tour enjoy a meal together. Learn more
about travel opportunities, including our next gastronomical and wine tour to
the Langhe region and Turin (April 12-19) on our upcoming trips page!
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Italian Language Program and More

Dear Members,

As | reflect on the beauty and culture, as well as the
wonderful moments shared with travelers, at Villa
Bonizella, | would like to take a moment to thank all
of you who worked with us and enjoyed our school
this summer—both adults and children!

Looking ahead, | am pleased to present our engaging
fall schedule, now available on our website. Registra-
tion is open.

You can choose from a variety of programs, offered
both in person in Bethesda and Vienna and online.

In addition to language classes at all levels—from
Beginners (A1) and Elementary (A2) to Intermediate
(B1-B2) and Advanced (C1-C2)—we will once again
offer a variety of cultural courses, including classes
that may also be of interest to native Italian speakers.
For example, ITALIAN RISORGIMENTO AND THE UNI-
FICATION OF ITALY (A2-B2) will explore the fascinat-
ing history of Italy’s Risorgimento and the movement
that led to the unification of Italy in the 19th centu-
ry. Through readings, videos, and discussions, stu-
dents will learn about key figures, events, and ideas,
from Giuseppe Garibaldi and Giuseppe Mazzini to
the Kingdom of Italy and beyond. The course will be
taught in Italian, with English translation whenever
necessary. Tuesdays, 3:30-5:00pm, online, with Mar-
iangela Rodilosso.

For Elementary and Intermediate students, we will
offer ITALY TODAY again, with Sofia Caligiuri (Bethes-
da and online, Fridays, 10:00am-12:00pm), as well
as a new ITALIAN CONVERSATION COURSE: BEYOND
THE HEADLINES (A2-B1). This course will help boost
your speaking fluency while exploring Italy beyond
the mainstream news. Articles from blogs and inde-
pendent media will serve as a starting point for dis-
cussions about modern Italian culture, society, and
current trends, with brief grammar tune-ups along
the way. Fridays, 6:30-8:30pm, online, with Diego Ro-
driguez.

You can also try LA GRAMMATICA VIEN LEGGENDO
with Valentina Asciutti, a course designed to practice
both oral and written language skills through the
reading and analysis of literary excerpts and targeted
grammar exercises. Or explore NARRATIVA ITALIANA
and other advanced courses structured as book clubs,
with language instruction integrated into the reading
and discussion. Our special courses on Italian regions
will take you to Sicilia, Sardegna, and Veneto this Fall.

| am also glad to present an interesting calendar of
events. Please read on for more details and visit our
website for the full schedule. Stay connected with
us through social media for updates and announce-
ments.

And if you know Italian native speakers who might be
interested in joining our team of teachers, and who
have the appropriate training and experience, please
invite them to send their résumé to language@ital-
ianculturalsociety.org.

| am looking forward to seeing all of you soon!

Francesca (asazza

Executive Director & CEO

in[G] £ ]

ICS kids learned Italian through songs, games, and more at our summer camp!
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Board of Directors

Executive Committee

Annelise Brody: Chair of the Board
Francesca Casazza: Executive Director & CEO
Lavinia Fici Pasquina: Vice Chair

Bruce Esposito: Treasurer

Camilla Acquista: Secretary

Directors

Sara Forden: Events & Communication
Salvatore Romano: Membership, Finance
Melitta Paterni: Cultural Programs & Fund-
raising

Phil Contrino: Events & Finance

Anne Marie Cammisa: Scholarships Awards
and Finance

Dorothea Dickerman: Scholarships Awards
and Finance

Rebecca Monzi

Madeleine Johnson

Honorary Members

Luigi De Luca: President Emeritus
Romeo Segnan: Member At Large

ICS Staff

Francesca Casazza: Executive Director &
CEO

Lucy Fonseca: Administrative & Office
Manager

Pamela Vera: Executive Assistant

Diego Rodriguez: Director of the ICS Music
School

Fiorenza Castelli: Workshop and Summer
Camp Coordinator

Mary Lambkin: Marketing & Events Man-
ager

Carmine Perone: Photographer

Language Program

Antonella Amelang, Valentina Asciutti, Silvia
Bonacina, Annelise Brody, Sofia Caligiuri,
Fiorenza Castelli, Tarita Colella, Carlo Ellena,
Ornella d’Angelo, Silvana De Luca, Cristiana
Fabiani, Laura Granata, Abigail Kifle, Laura
Loddo, Cristina Loglio, Samantha Mattocci,
Nicoletta Nencioli, Mariana Petrova Tache-
va, Antonella Salvatore Pellegrino, Camilla
Presti, Alessia Riccardi, Giulia Schiavon, Irene
Sorensen, Mariangela Rodilosso, Melanie De
Vincentiis; Diego Rodriguez - piano, violin

& chorus director, Caterina Vannucci - violin
teacher.
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Gala Sponsors 25/26

Platinum: Bank of America

Gold: Ferrero, Bethesda Travel Center,
MediaSet lItalia, Morgan Stanley, Bright-
star, Fincantieri Marine Group, Friedlander
Misler PLLC, Leonardo, MSC, Olivieri 1882,
Silver: General Global Assistance, All-Pur-
pose Hospitality Group, Enel, Amina
Rubinacci, Italian American Museum of DC,
Brioni, Pirelli, Maserati, Your Italian Citizen-
ship Fairy, Eataly, Pizzeria Da Marco, Hilton,
[l Canale

Bronze: Edilingua

Food/Beverage Sponsors: Peroni Nastro
Azzuro, llly, Acqua Panna &S. Pellegrino,
Dolci Gelati, Negroni, Cantinieri

Individual Donors
25/26

$3,000-$4,999: Bruce Esposito, Anonymous
$1,000-$2,999: Linda Fuortes, Jeanne Ruesch,
Luigi & Silvana De Luca, Jeffrey Nico, M.J. Alex-
ander,

Annelise Brody Morani, Dario Penzo, Piera Weiss,
Anonymous

$500-$999: Salvatore Romano, Phil Contrino,
Camilla Acquista, Susan Joseph, Anne Marie
Cammisa,

Sara Forden, Dorothea Dickerman, Maria Rome-
ro, Louis Larca, Fay Wheeler, Ryan Whitaker
$100-$499: David and Karen King, Katherine
Stifel, Martin G. Paul, Jaime Sepulveda, Gabriela
Gold, Ellen Coppley, Barbara Brody,

George Shevlin, Melitta Paterni, Geoffrey Krieg,
Adele Pinkley, Frank Palumbo, Debra Karlin, Joy
D. Mele, Edward Hughes, Sarah Diligenti,

Susan Joseph, Richard Gervase, Craig Tregillus,
Cathy Hollinger, David Stevens, Crystofur Brown,
Raffaello Cervigni, Erminia Scarcella

New Members

Couple/Family: Kathleen Goetz, Debra
Nigri, Gregory Smith, Janet Brody, Matteo
Grazzi, Richard Marotta, Sumona Sarkar,
LeeAnna Pachter, Bart Beasley. Christine
Carletta, Olivia Carpinello, Charles Wesley,
Andrea Abati, Emily Whittle. Student:
Laura Granato, Angelo Cocchiaro. Single:
Kristin Cooke, Candice Gayl, Linda Haglund,
Susan Reinertson, AnnMaria Baldine,
Susanna Fischer, Mariann Rederscheid,
Elizabeth Pressman, Matthew Johnston,
Mariana Farina, Wael Haidar, Meloney
Marshall, Rebecca Dunn, Linda Noonan,
Thomas Alfano, Nataly Johanson.
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PAST EVENTS

The Last One for the Road + ICS Aperitivo at AFI Silver Theatre
June 15, 2026

Cinema has always been one of Italy’s most powerful cultural exports, bringing stories, traditions, and con-
temporary perspectives to audiences around the world. Beyond the screen, film creates opportunities for
people to gather, exchange ideas, and connect through a shared cultural experience.

Why cinema? Because it invites conversation. A film may last only a couple of hours, but the discussions it
inspires can continue long after the credits roll.

In this spirit, the Italian Cultural Society partnered with the AFI Silver Theatre and Cultural Center for an eve-
ning celebrating contemporary Italian cinema and community. Before and after the screenings of The Last
One for the Road (Le citta di pianura), ICS members, friends, and film enthusiasts gathered in the AFIl lobby
for an aperitivo featuring Italian refreshments, lively conversation, and the opportunity to connect with
fellow lovers of Italian culture.

The event offered a welcoming space to meet new people, exchange impressions about the film, and enjoy
the convivial atmosphere that is at the heart of the Italian aperitivo tradition.

The Italian Cultural Society extends its sincere thanks to AFI Silver Theatre and Cultural Center for hosting
the event, and to Peroni and Ferrero for their generous support, which helped make the evening possible.
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Cinema Paradiso at Phoenix

Theatres Village 14 + PTX
July 29, 2026

Few films have captured the love of cinema as beau-
tifully as Cinema Paradiso. Winner of the Academy
Award® for Best International Feature Film, Giuseppe
Tornatore’s masterpiece is a timeless celebration of
friendship, memory, and the profound role that mov-
ies play in bringing communities together.

Why Cinema Paradiso? Because it reminds us that cin-
ema is more than entertainment—it preserves sto-
ries, inspires generations, and creates lasting human
connections.

The Italian Cultural Society was delighted to partner
with Phoenix Theatres Village 14 + PTX for this special
screening, bringing together members, friends, and
film lovers to celebrate one of Italy’s most beloved
cinematic classics. Guests also enjoyed a special Ap-
erol Spritz offered by the theatre, adding an authentic
Italian touch to the evening.

What made this evening especially meaningful was
its impact beyond the screen. Phoenix Theatres Vil-
lage 14 + PTX generously donated 100% of the pro-
ceeds from ticket sales to the Italian Cultural Society
of Washington, DC, directly supporting the Society’s
educational and cultural programming.

We are deeply grateful to Phoenix Theatres for their
generosity and partnership, and to everyone who
attended and helped turn a memorable night at the
movies into meaningful support for the ICS commu-
nity.

Kids’ Summer Camps
June-August, 2026

The youngest members of the ICS were excited to
attend our summer camps, held at our Bethesda
headquarters from June through August. Kids ages
4 through 18 enjoyed a summer of Italian immersion
through games, crafts, music, songs, water games,
story time, and more.

Children made new friends, explored Battery Lane
park and surrounding areas, completed fun challeng-
es, and expressed themselves through original art --
all'in Italian.

Thank you to Maestra Fiorenza, Kadijah, and Abigail.
ICS campers will never forget the fun experiences
they had with you this summer, nor will they forget
the Italian language skills they acquired through play!

Summer 2026 Edition
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UPCOMING EVENTS

Celebrating Italian Fashion’s En-
during American Legacy: Giorgini,
Gucci, Armani, and the Making of

Global Style
Thursday, September 24, 2026

The ICS is pleased to partner with the Library of Con-
gress on a fashion event this fall, and all ICS members
and friends are invited. “Celebrating Italian Fashion’s
Enduring American Legacy: Giorgini, Gucci, Armani,
and the Making of Global Style” explores the recipro-
cal influence of Italian fashion on American culture.
It also examines American markets, celebrity culture
and investment in Italian fashion’s global rise.

The event is part of America 250th Anniversary Fash-
ion Programming Initiative, which launched in the
autumn of 2025. It puts forward a simple yet compel-
ling argument: Italian fashion is not merely a foreign
chapter appended to American history; it is woven
into the very fabric of American cultural identity.

Leading the event are two distinguished Italian fash-
ion experts: Barbara Faedda, Executive Director of the
Italian Academy for Advanced Studies at Columbia
University, and Sara Gay Forden, ICS Board member,
journalist and author of The House of Gucci.

The discussion includes themes of entrepreneurship,
creative vision, and cultural dynamics that made Ital-
ian fashion a defining force in America.

The program will be accompanied by a curatorial dis-
play, featuring selections from Library of Congress
collections tracing the evolution of Italian fashion
media and design.

- Exhibit at 5:00
- Conversation at 6:00
- Reception at 8:00 PM

For schedules and tickets, please visit our upcoming
events page.

The Genius of the Capitol: How
Constantino Brumidi Recreated
America Through the Language of

Italian Art
Friday, October 23, 2026

Institutions across the world will celebrate Italian Lan-
guage in the World week starting on October 19, and
the ICS is pleased to embrace this year’s theme: “Bril-
liant language: Conceiving, Designing, and Creating
with Italian”

Part of our Italian Language in the World program-
ming includes a showing of American Michelangelo, a
documentary highlighting how Constantino Brumidi
brought classic Italian art into the halls of buildings
such as the the U.S. Capitol, the White House, the Li-
brary of Congress, and the National Archives.

ICS members and guests will also have the opportu-
nity to meet with filmmaker and journalist Antonel-
la Ciancio, who produced, directed, and filmed the
documentary - in conversation with Amy Elizabeth
Barton. After the presentation, guests are welcome to
enjoy a light aperitivo and mingle.

- 6 to 8 pm: Documentary, discussion with filmmaker,
and light food/drinks

-1CS Headquarters: 4833 Rugby Ave Suite 201, Bethes-
da
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Apericena - Savoring Italy:

Lombardia
Wednesday, November 4th, 2026

Our event series, Apericena — Savoring lItaly, builds
upon our popular Aperitivo - Conversando in ltalia-
no! This series transports you to the diverse regions of
Italy, exploring their unique eno-gastronomical tradi-
tions. Each event features a cultural presentation of
a region, followed by the enjoyment of typical food
and wine in the relaxed style of apericena—an infor-
mal light dinner.

Our next stop is Lombardia, an area which beautifully
mixes past and present. Lombardia holds the highest
number of UNESCO World Heritage sites in the coun-
try, yet also stands as a global leader in fashion and
trade.

Prof. Annelise Brody Morani will vividly present the
region’s beauty, culture, and unique culinary delights,
offering a captivating journey through history, art,
anthropology, and gastronomy.

- 6:30 to 8 pm: Presentation of Lombardia including
regional foods and wine

-1CS Headquarters: 4833 Rugby Ave Suite 201, Bethes-
da

Milan is the the capital city of the Lombardy region in northern Italy.

Prof. Morani presented on Toscana in May. This fall, she will present Lombardia.

The Italian Collection: A Guided

Tour (Italian & English)
Sunday, November 15th, 2026

The Italian Cultural Society of Washington presents a
guided tour of the Italian collection at the National
Gallery of Art.

Have you ever wondered who Ginevra de’ Benci was
and why Leonardo portrayed her in this way? This
one-hour guided tour explores the evolution of Ital-
ian painting through the works of great masters such
as Giotto, Botticelli, Leonardo, Giorgione, and oth-
ers. Prof. Annelise Brody Morani earned her laurea in
Comparative Literature from the University of Bolo-
gna and her MA and Ph.D. in Italian Literature from
Johns Hopkins University, focusing on Early Italian lit-
erature. She has taught on Italian culture, art, history,
and literature for more than a decade.

Participants will gain insight into the history behind
the artworks, as well as a deeper understanding of the
artists and the cultural context in which they worked.

The collection is truly remarkable and offers a unique
opportunity to experience some of the most import-
ant masterpieces of Italian art.

- 2 pm: English Tour

- 3:15 pm: Italian Tour

- National Gallery of Art (meet at ground floor en-
trance), Constitution Avenue, Washington DC

Summer 2026 Edition
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ICS Trip to Piedmont: Elegance,

Wine, and Slow Flavors
April 12-19, 2027

Join the ICS and our travel partner, Beautiful Liguria,
for an intimate journey through one of Italy's most
captivating regions. This spring we will take a small
group of travelers from Turin's regal boulevards to the
vine-covered hills of the Langhe. Along the way, dis-
cover historic cafés, celebrated wines, and the small
producers who keep Piedmont's culinary traditions
alive.

The 8-day, 7-night adventure will be led by native
Italians and regional experts, allowing travelers to en-
joy a stress-free, authentic journey. During your stay,
you'll spend three nights in Turin and four nights in
The Langhe.

All accomodation is included. Breakfast is included
every day, and many other travel days include lunch
and/or dinner. Travelers will be responsible for ar-
ranging their own flights, and there is plenty of free
time on the schedule for independent exploration.

Tour highlights:
- Turin’s elegant historic centre and Royal Venaria
- Porta Palazzo market and Turin food tour

- Canelli’s Underground Cathedrals and Alba Barolo
villages, wineries, and Grinzane Cavour

- Artisan cheese and hazelnut producers in Alta Langa
Truffle hunt, farmhouse lunch, and farewell dinner

For the first three nights, travelers will stay at The
Grand Hotel Sitea, an elegant five-star hotel in the
heart of Turin, combining historic charm, refined in-
teriors, and attentive service. For the remaining four
nights, travelers will enjoy a stay at Corte Gondina
Hotel, a charming boutique hotel in La Morra. Corte
Gondina offers warm hospitality, elegant rooms, and
a peaceful garden with a pool in the heart of the
Langhe wine region.

The cost of this trip is 3,950 Euro (sharing a double
room. Single supplement is 965 Euro). For more infor-
mation, visit our upcoming trips page.
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An expert guide will lead travelers through Turin’s historic city center.

Corte Gondina is a small, family-run boutique hotel located in the scenic
Langhe area.

The Grand Hotel Sitea was founded in 1925. In 2000, it was recognized as a
Historic Venue of Italy.

Alta Langa is known for its high-altitude sparkling wines and stunning views.
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|CS Trip: Secret Tuscany at Villa

Bonizella
August 21-28, 2027

Enjoy this exclusive experience personally designed
for members of the ICS who have a unique appreci-
ation for Tuscany and its culture. The Secret Tuscany
trip, arranged with our travel partner Villa Bonizella
Tours, is a wonderful experience that immerses par-
ticipants in the culture, food, language, wine, and
scenery Of the I’egion- Villa Bonizella is nestled among a 150-acre organic farm with stunning views.

During the 8-day, 7-night trip, travelers will partici-
pate in an immersion program in Italian with the di-
rector of the ICS herself! For those who prefer not to
attend classes, there is the option to spend time ex-
ploring the beautiful property.

Villa Bonizella is surrounded by an aromatic rose gar-

den, an olive grove, two lakes, and sprawling woods

with a variety of walking paths. The Villa and the

swimming pool, perched at the top of a rolling hill,

offer a Stunning view of the Tuscan countrySide- The A day trip to Siena includes a guided tour of the Siena Cathedral, which was
villa has been updated with all the modern comforts, constructedin the early 13th century.

including a state-of-the-art A/C system, high-speed

internet, and a contemporary pool.

From the moment you land in Florence to the day
of your departure, our drivers, guides, sommeliers,
chefs, and staff will take care of you.

Trip highlights:

- Daily Italian language lessons (optional)

- Excursions to nearby towns including Trequanda,

Certaldo, Montalcino, and San Gimignano . S . .
-Wine tasting at Fattoria Majnoni Guicciardini oo with arsanal and painted ceramictlen, o
- Day trip to Siena

The trip includes accommodation, all transportation
from and to the Florence airport/train station and
all events, wine tastings, visits, guides, and museum
tickets. Travelers are responsible for their own flights,
meals at restaurants, and transportation from and to
airports other than Amerigo Vespucci in Florence and
train stations other than Santa Maria Novella in Flor-
ence. The cost of this trip will be announced at a later
date. For more information, visit our upcoming trips

page. Fattoria Majnoni Guicciardini is a fifth-generation organic farm and vineyard.
Summer 2026 Edition Italianculturalsociety.org
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Consigli di Lettura dai Nostri
Studenti: Libri Italiani

Di Susan Witt, Studentessa di Italiano Avanzato

I miei libri preferiti appartengono generalmente alla narra-
tiva classica, piuttosto che a quella contemporanea. Posso
consigliare diversi esempi che risalgono ai decenni centra-
lidel Novecento, anni'50-'60. Tutti i testi qui suggeriti sono
brevi e con un lessico relativamente semplice, e possono
interessare anche chi non & madrelingua italiana.

Il Cavaliere Inesistente, di Italo Calvino, € una favola com-
ica ambientata nell’Europa medievale. Lo scenario imme-
diato di questo breve romanzo é tra i cavalieri e i paladini
di un accampamento dell’esercito francese, durante una
campagna militare guidata dall'imperatore Carlo Magno.
La storia & sia spassosa che di grande fantasia; e, al di la
della sottile ironia di Calvino, la vicenda e l'intreccio stimo-
lano riflessioni interessanti su come percepiamo la nostra
identita e il nostro rapporto essenziale con I'ambiente che
ci circonda.

Leonardo Sciascia ha scritto diverse novelle ambientate
nei piccoli paesi della sua Sicilia natale. Quelle che ho letto
sono essenzialmente storie di cronaca nera, caratterizza-
te da un umorismo asciutto e sottile, oltre che da sguardi
acuti sulle dimensioni sociopolitiche del contesto siciliano.
Tra le opere di Sciascia che rientrano in questa descrizione
ci sono Il Giorno della Civetta, A Ciascuno Il Suo, e Una
Storia Semplice.

Per chi preferisce iniziare con un assaggio molto breve di
Cio che gli scrittori italiani pubblicavano circa 70-75 annifa,
suggerirei un racconto intitolato Una Donna Sulla Testa. E
il primissimo racconto della raccolta Nuovi racconti romani
di Alberto Moravia. Insieme al precedente volume Racco-
nti romani, la raccolta compone un ritratto della Roma del
dopoguerra, concentrandosi soprattutto sulle esperienze
dei residenti piu poveri o di modeste condizioni.”Una don-
na sulla testa” € narrato da un giovane fattorino impiega-
to in un'agenzia di viaggi appena fuori via Veneto. Il suo
racconto esilarante offre ritratti di personaggi brillanti, e il
finale ricorda implicitamente al lettore come le classi umili
vengano spesso schiacciate dai vicini piu privilegiati.

Tutte le opere che ho consigliato qui sono un piacere da
leggere, soprattutto perché esemplificano la prosa straor-
dinariamente elegante dei grandi maestri della letteratura
italiana.
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Summer Reading
Recommendations from QOur

Students: Italian Books
By Susan Witt, Advanced Italian Student

As a student in the Language Program, | have enjoyed dis-
covering ltalian literature. My favorites are generally in the
classic, rather than contemporary, category of prose fic-
tion. | can recommend several examples dating from the
middle decades of the 20th century (1950s-1960s). All of
the following suggested pieces are brief in length with rel-
atively simple vocabulary, and may appeal to readers who
are not native speakers of Italian.

Il Cavaliere Inesistente, by Italo Calvino, is a comic fable
that takes place in medieval Europe. This brief novel's im-
mediate setting is among the knights and paladins of a
French army encampment during a military campaign led
by the emperor Charlemagne. The story is both droll and
highly imaginative; and, beyond Calvino's gentle wit, the
situation and plot line stimulate interesting reflections on
how we all perceive our own personal identities and our
essential relationship to surrounding environments.

Leonardo Sciascia wrote a number of novellas set in small
communities of his native Sicily. Those that | have read are
essentially crime stories characterized by dry, subtle hu-
mour as well as clever perspectives on the sociopolitical
dimensions of the Sicilian background. Sciascia’s works
fitting this description include Il Giorno della Civetta, A
Ciascuno Il Suo, e Una Storia Semplice.

For readers who prefer to begin with only a quite small
sample of what Italy’s fiction-writers were publishing some
70 to 75 years ago, | would suggest a short story entitled
Una Donna Sulla Testa. This is the very first story in Al-
berto Moravia’s collection Nuovi racconti romani. Togeth-
er with the earlier volume Racconti romani, the collection
assembles a portrayal of postwar Rome focusing mainly
on experiences of the city’s poor or very modest residents.
Una donna sulla testa is narrated by a young errand-boy
employed by a travel agency just off the Via Veneto. His hi-
larious tale features some brilliant character portraits, and
its ending inexplicitly reminds readers of how the world’s
humble classes invariably get squashed by their more
privileged neighbors.

All of the writings I've recommended here are a pleasure to

read, in particular, because they exemplify the remarkably
elegant prose styles of Italy’s outstanding literary masters.
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Medieval Amelia Comes Alive: The

Palio dei Colombi & Corteo Storico
By Alessandro Monzi, ICS Member

If you have ever been to Italy, you may have been
lucky enough to observe one of the country’s palios.
Although mostly taking place in the summer, like one
of Italy’s most famous, the Palio of Siena (a horse race
in the town’s main piazza), one maybe lucky enough
to find a palio at any time of the year in some of Italy’s
most charming cities.

Each summer, the ancient hill town of Amelia, Um-
bria, transforms into a living portrait of medieval It-
aly. Stone streets fill with banners, drums, horses,
crossbowmen, nobles, and townspeople in elaborate
historical dress as Amelia celebrates the Palio dei Co-
lombi and its spectacular Corteo Storico. More than
a festival, the Palio is a celebration of Amelia’s history
and the enduring identities of its five medieval neigh-
borhoods, or contrade.

The modern celebration is rooted in Amelia’s Statutes
of 1346, a remarkably detailed collection of medieval
laws governing the political, civic, and everyday life of
the city. The statutes identify five historic contrade—
Collis, Crux Burgi, Platea, Posterola, and Vallis—which
remain at the heart of the Palio today. Amelia revived
this medieval heritage in the 1970s, with its first his-
torical procession in 1976 and the Palio competition
in its current form beginning in 1978.

For several weeks each summer, the contrade deco-
rate Amelia’s medieval center with their distinctive
colors, flags, and coats of arms. Residents organize
dinners, performances, ceremonies, historical presen-
tations, and competitions. The result is an event that
feels less like a staged festival and more like a com-
munity temporarily stepping back into its own past.

One of the most impressive moments is the Corteo
Storico, held on the evening before the Palio. Hun-
dreds of participants process through Amelia wear-
ing historically researched costumes representing the
political, religious, military, and civic figures of 1346.
The official Palio organization reports approximately
600 costumed participants across the broader event,
while the principal historical procession itself tradi-

Summer 2026 Edition

tionally includes hundreds of participants. The setting
makes the spectacle particularly striking: torchlight,
banners, drums, and medieval dress move through
narrow streets and piazzas surrounded by buildings
that have stood for centuries. On my most recent trip
back to my hometown of Amelia, Umbria, | was able
to take part in the town’s historic Corteo Storico, and
the contrada | marched with (Vallis) won for the best
presentation. To note, one belongs to the Contrada
in which he or she was born, not where they current-
ly live. For that reason, | will forever be a member of
Vallis, while my son is a member of Crux Burgi (which
won the Palio this year!).

The celebration culminates in the Palio dei Colombi,
an unusual competition combining horsemanship
and crossbow shooting. Each contrada is represented
by a rider and a crossbowman. The riders compete in
a fast-paced equestrian contest, while the crossbow-
men shoot at targets connected historically to the re-
lease of a dove when struck. Points from the riding
and crossbow competitions determine the winning
contrada, which receives the Palio—a specially cre-
ated painted banner and a source of considerable
neighborhood pride.

Yet the real significance of the Palio extends beyond
winning. The contrade function as year-round cultur-
al and social organizations, preserving traditions and
strengthening ties among generations. Costumes are
researched and created, medieval customs are stud-
ied, and residents invest countless hours preparing
for the festivities.

For visitors, the Palio and Corteo Storico offer some-
thing increasingly rare: an opportunity to experi-
ence history in the place where it actually happened.
Against Amelia’s ancient walls and medieval streets,
the past is not confined to a museum. For a few ex-
traordinary summer weeks, the city itself becomes
the museum—and its people bring its history back to
life. | invite you to come to Amelia and witness the
historic Corteo Storico and Palio - it will not only take
you back in time but give you a real sense of Italian
heritage and hospitality.
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L'Amelia medievale rivive: il Palio

dei Colombi e il Corteo Storico
Di Alessandro Monzi, Membro dell’ICS

Se sei mai stato in Italia, potresti aver avuto la fortuna
di assistere a uno dei tanti “palii” del Paese. Sebbene si
svolgano prevalentemente in estate - come il celebre
Palio di Siena, una corsa di cavalli nella piazza princi-
pale della citta — & possibile imbattersi in un palio in
qualsiasi periodo dell'anno in alcune delle localita piu
affascinanti d'ltalia.

Ogni estate, I'antico borgo collinare di Amelia, in Um-
bria, si trasforma in un quadro vivente dell’ltalia me-
dievale. Le strade in pietra si animano di vessilli, tam-
buri, cavalli, balestrieri, nobili e cittadini in elaborati
costumi d’epoca, mentre la citta celebra il Palio dei Co-
lombi e il suo spettacolare Corteo Storico. Piu che una
semplice festa, il Palio & una celebrazione della storia
di Amelia e dell'identita ancora viva dei suoi cinque
rioni medievali, o “contrade”.

La celebrazione moderna affonda le radici negli Statu-
ti di Amelia del 1346, una raccolta di leggi medievali
straordinariamente dettagliata che regolava la vita
politica, civile e quotidiana della citta. Gli statuti indi-
viduano cinque contrade storiche - Collis, Crux Burgji,
Platea, Posterola e Vallis - che ancora oggi costituis-
cono il cuore pulsante del Palio. Amelia ha riscoperto
questo patrimonio medievale negli anni Settanta: il
primo corteo storico risale al 1976, mentre la gara del
Palio nella sua forma attuale ha preso il via nel 1978.

Per diverse settimane ogni estate, le contrade addob-
bano il centro medievale di Amelia con i propri colori,
le bandiere e gli stemmi distintivi. | residenti organiz-
zano cene, spettacoli, cerimonie, rievocazioni storiche
e gare. |l risultato & un evento che non appare come
una festa costruita a tavolino, bensi come una comu-
nita che fa un tuffo nel proprio passato.

Uno dei momenti pit suggestivi € il Corteo Storico,
che si svolge la sera precedente il Palio. Centinaia di
partecipanti sfilano per le vie di Amelia indossando
costumi storicamente accurati, che rappresentano
le figure politiche, religiose, militari e civili del 1346.
Lorganizzazione ufficiale del Palio stima la presenza
di circa 600 figuranti in costume nell'ambito dell'in-
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tera manifestazione, mentre il corteo storico princi-
pale conta tradizionalmente centinaia di partecipanti.
L'ambientazione rende lo spettacolo particolarmente
suggestivo: fiaccole, vessilli, tamburi e figuranti in abi-
ti medievali sfilano lungo vicoli e piazze circondati da
edifici secolari. Durante la mia ultima visita alla mia cit-
ta natale, Amelia (in Umbria), ho avuto l'opportunita
di partecipare al Corteo Storico locale; la contrada con
cui ho sfilato (Vallis) si & aggiudicata il premio per la
migliore rappresentazione. E interessante notare che
I'appartenenza a una contrada € legata al luogo di na-
scita, non a quello di residenza attuale. Per questo mo-
tivo, io fard sempre parte della contrada Vallis, mentre
mio figlio appartiene alla Crux Burgi (che quest’anno
ha vinto il Palio!).

| festeggiamenti culminano nel Palio dei Colombi, una
competizione singolare che unisce abilita equestre e
tiro con la balestra. Ogni contrada € rappresentata da
un cavaliere e da un balestriere. | cavalieri si sfidano
in una gara equestre dal ritmo incalzante, mentre i
balestrieri mirano a bersagli collegati, secondo la tra-
dizione, alla liberazione di una colomba al momen-
to dellimpatto. | punteggi ottenuti nelle due prove
determinano la contrada vincitrice, alla quale viene
assegnato il Palio: un vessillo dipinto appositamente
per l'occasione, motivo di grande orgoglio per l'intero
rione.

Tuttavia, il significato profondo del Palio va ben oltre
la vittoria. Le contrade operano tutto I'anno come
centri culturali e sociali, preservando le tradizioni e
rafforzando i legami tra le generazioni. Si studiano e
realizzano costumi storici, si approfondiscono gli usi
medievali e i residenti dedicano innumerevoli ore alla
preparazione dei festeggiamenti.

Per i visitatori, il Palio e il Corteo Storico offrono un’es-
perienza sempre piu rara: la possibilita di vivere la sto-
ria proprio dove si & svolta. Tra le antiche mura e le
strade medievali di Amelia, il passato non e confinato
in un museo. Per alcune straordinarie settimane estive,
é la citta stessa a trasformarsi in museo, mentre i suoi
abitanti ne riportano in vita la storia. Vi invito a visitare
Amelia per assistere al Corteo Storico e al Palio: non
solo vi faranno fare un tuffo nel passato, ma vi offri-
ranno un assaggio autentico del patrimonio culturale
e dell'ospitalita italiana.
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Medieval Amelia Comes Alive: Photos

ABOUT POCHE PAROLE

Poche Parole is published quarterly; one issue per season. Interested in writing for Poche Parole, or advertis-
ing your business in this publication? Contact ICSEventi@Italianculturalsociety.org.

Advertisements in Poche Parole do not reflect ICS endorsement or guarantee of advertisers’ services, products,
or statements. Article content is the sole responsibility of the author and does not indicate ICS endorsement.

About The Italian Cultural Society

The Italian Cultural Society provides cultural, social, and educational events in the Washington DC area. We
also serve thousands of students online and in-person through our Italian language courses which range
from beginner to advanced.

Our Mission: The Italian Cultural Society promotes the appreciation and knowledge of the Italian language and
culture by creating opportunities through language programs, cultural events, and partnerships.

Our History: Founded in 1953 by Professor Salvatore J. Castiglione, Chairman of the Italian Department of
Georgetown University, the society launched its Italian Language Program in 1974, with contribution from the
Italian Ministry of Foreign Affairs and International Cooperation.
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ICS Gala Sponsors 2025/26

Platinum Sponsor

Gold Sponsors

Silver Sponsors

A
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Amina Rubinacci

Food and Beverage Sponsors

2026 Auction Donors: AFI Silver Theatre, All Purpose Hospitality, Am-
ina Rubinacci, Annelise Brody Morani, Brioni, Cassina, Dario Penzo, De
Nigris Balsamic Vinegar, Divino Ristorante Enoteca, Elite Island Resorts,
Hotel Hilton Milano, llly, La Tomate Restaurant, Lamborghini, Lia’s
Restaurant, Libellula Olive Oil, Lubin Portrait Studio, Majnoni Guicciar-
dini Farm, Negroni, Olio2go, Olivieri 1882, Palladio Restaurant, Pasta
Social Club, Pizzeria Da Marco, Rangoni Firenze Shoes, Santa Maria
Novella, Sfoglina Pasta House, The ICS Board of Directors, Wide World
of Wines, Why Wait Italy.
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2025/26 Individual Donors: Bruce Esposito, Linda Fuortes, Jeanne
Ruesch, Luigi & Silvana De Luca, Jeffrey Nico, M.J. Alexander, Salvatore
Romano, Phil Contrino, Camilla Acquista, Susan Joseph, Anne Marie
Cammisa, Annelise Brody Morani, Sara Forden, Dorothea Dickerman,
Maria Romero, Louis Larca, Fay Wheeler, Ryan Whitaker, David and
Karen King, Katherine Stifel, Martin G. Paul, Jaime Sepulveda, Gabriela
Gold, Ellen Coppley, Barbara Brody, George Shevlin, Melitta Paterni,
Geoffrey Krieg, Adele Pinkley, Frank Palumbo, Debra Karlin, Joy D.
Mele, Edward Hughes, Sarah Diligenti, Susan Joseph, Richard Gervase,
Craig Tregillus, Cathy Hollinger, David Stevens, Crystofur Brown, Raffa-
ello Cervigni, Erminia Scarcella, Dario Penzo, Piera Weiss
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Supporting Italian Arts, Culture, and Language Since 1953

The Italian Cultural Society of Washington DC

4833 Rugby Avenue, Suite #201
Bethesda, MD 20814
301-215-7885
www.italianculturalsociety.org

Return Service Requested

Membership Application

Mail application to:

ICS Membership
4833 Rugby Avenue
Suite #201

Bethesda, MD 20814

Name: Occupation:
Volunteer Skills:

Address:

City : State: Zip Code:
Address Change o New Member o Renewal o

Email: Phone:

Type of Membership:  Type of Sponsorship:

o Student ($25) o Bronze ($500)
o Single ($75) o Silver ($1,000)
o Couple ($110) o Gold ($2,500)
o Family ($110) o Platinum ($5,000)

Please make checks payable to The Italian Cultural Society.
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