
Visit our website:
https://italianculturalsociety.org/trips-to-italy/

or call: 301-656-1670

We are thrilled to announce our 2027 ICS journey
through the stunning regions of Campania,
Basilicata, and Puglia, thoughtfully curated by
Bethesda Travel with the participation of The ICS
Instructor Cristiana Fabiani.

This itinerary explores the Cilento area, Paestum,
Matera, Alberobello, and the coastal towns of
Polignano a Mare, Monopoli, and Ostuni, with local
food visits and guided tours.

2027 pricing to be announced.
Join our interest list to receive updates and priority
registration information.
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Aug. 27th – Sept. 6th, 2027

www.bethesdatravel.com
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ICS CILENTO-BASILICATA-PUGLIA TRIP: ITINERARY & SUMMARY

Aug 27 – USA departure (United UA884 IAD–FCO 17:35–08:15, next day arrival)
Aug 28 – Arrival in Rome; transfer by bus to Salerno and continue to Santa Maria di Castellabate (Cilento). Check-in at
Grand Hotel Santa Maria and welcome dinner. (ICS participants to Villa Bonizella Tour can join by a convenient train
from Florence to Salerno
Aug 29 – Breakfast. Visit Paestum (ancient temples and archaeological museum), explore Cilento, where the
Mediterranean diet originated. Visit mozzarella and olive oil producers, and stop at ancient Velia. Ample walking. Dinner.
Aug 30 – Breakfast. Check out and journey east to Basilicata, with stops in Venosa and the Volturno wine region; enjoy
a winery visit and lunch at Re Manfredi, a locally owned family vineyard. Continue to Matera (Hotel MH UNA). Lunch.
AUG 31 – Breakfast. Guided visit of Matera, including Chiese Rupestri, frescoed churches hewed from the rock, the
main square, and Maria Santissima church; free time for shopping and exploring. Dinner.
Sep 1 – Breakfast. Depart from Matera and visit Alberobello (trulli) with guided tour and lunch. Continue to Monopoli
and hotel Calaponte with swimming pool near Polignano al Mare. 
Sep 2-4 – Breakfast. Excursions along the central Puglian seacoast (Polignano, Monopoli, Ostuni), including olive farm,
a historic Masseria visit and a farm near Fasano; meals feature regional cuisine. 
Sep 5 – Breakfast. Travel north to Castel del Monte, the octagonal XIII century fortification that shows the importance
of the Hohenstaufen Dynasty and Frederick II, Holy Roman Emperor; afternoon visit to the Pinacoteca Museum of
Giuseppe de Nittis, influential Italian impressionist painter. Overnight at Hotel dei Cavalieri. Dinner. Hotel dei Cavalieri. 
Sep 6 – Transfer to station for bullet train to Roma Termini and connection to Fiumicino Airport for return flight (UA127
FCO–IAD 15:20–19:40).

ENROLLMENT – deadline May 15, 2027
Pricing to be announced. A non-refundable deposit will be required to reserve your place. Space is limited.
Includes:
Flights (in coach with assigned seating and one checked bag**)
Full in-country transportation by bus or maxivan
Extensive touring of featured sites as per the itinerary across Campania, Basilicata and Puglia
Locally sourced food events including mozzarella production, two olive farm visits and one boutique winery visit with
lunch
Nightly accommodations in carefully chosen, well-located first class hotels
Daily breakfasts plus one major meal or tasting menu each day
Train from Barletta to Rome FCO
All taxes
Participation of Cristina Fabiani (Cultural information on the bus)
Notes:
Participants who arrange their own airfare may be eligible for a reduced program rate. Details will be provided when final
pricing is announced. Seat and class upgrades (Premium Economy, United Polaris – Business Class) are available by
request.
Due to the nature of Matera, a great deal of walking is required. Please carefully consider your fitness for international
travel when signing up for the ICS Cilento-Basilicata-Puglia trip.
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