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Message from the Board

Dear Members,

How about entering the summer with a bang? Our
gala was not only a big success but also a very spe-
cial treat. As a music celebration we had the honor to
listen to virtuoso musicians play unpublished works
of Puccini’s music with antique instruments collected
by maestro Noseda himself.

Our galas are always in the pursuit of the cultural
refinement and the cultivated elements which truly
represent our mission and is our mark of distinction.
| thank from the heart all of you who joined us and
supported us in our annual special event at the Ital-
ian Embassy.

As part of our auction offerings, | was delighted to
take two groups of art enthusiasts for a tour at the
National Art Gallery focusing on the Italian collection
in the West Wing. The highlights of the tour were
artists of the caliber of Giotto, Filippo Lippi, Botti-
celli, Leonardo and the Venetian school with Bellini,

Giorgione and Tiziano. Raffaello was on a loan to
the Metropolitan Museum for the Raphael’s exhibit
which I highly recommend if you have a chance for
a trip to New York City. | offer such tours a couple of
times a year, so be sure not to miss the upcoming
ones.

Our summer programs are filling up fast, and | will be
teaching a Latin beginner intensive. Ever wished you
knew more about ancient Rome which is the foun-
dation of today’s Italy? This is your chance!

Finally, please take a moment to cast your vote in our
upcoming elections, if you have not done so already.
We have two new and very qualified candidates for
the Board that we hope to welcome soon.

Wishing you all a restful and enjoyable summer sea-
son, with our warmest regards,

Aunelive Brady Monan

Chair of the Board of Directors
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Italian Language Program and More

Dear Members,

As another school year comes to a close and our
young students proudly receive their diplomas, we
look ahead to a summer of Italian language, culture,
travel, opera, conversation, cooking, and community.

Our Summer 2026 Schedule is online, and registra-
tion is open.

This summer we are offering:

+ Intensive two-week beginner courses starting on
June 15th and one-week review programs

« Conversation classes at multiple levels

+ Special cultural courses, including:
+ ltaly Today
« Discover Sicily, the Island of a Thousand Faces
« The Collections of the Barberini Palace in

Rome

« Live from Italy

« Opera lectures connected to Wolf Trap perfor-
mances

« Cooking classes in McLean

« Latin immersion courses for teens and adults

«  Summer camps for children and teens

«  Weekend immersion programs for travelers

We will have in-person and online options, with
schedules also convenient for West Coast partici-
pants.

We will start on June 4th in Bethesda, with a special
10-week Beginners 1 course, while Session 1 courses
start on June 22nd, Session 2 on July 6th and Session
3 on August 24th.

We are also looking forward to our upcoming ICS
trips:

« Secret Tuscany at Villa Bonizella (Aug. 22-29)
« Cilento, Basilicata & Puglia (Aug. 28-Sept. 7)

Whether you are continuing your studies, preparing
for travel, reconnecting with Italian culture, or learn-
ing for the first time, we hope you will join us this
summer.

Please visit our website for the complete schedule,
course descriptions, and registration information.

We will have one more event before the summer
break, on June 14 at the AFI Silver Theatre (see page
14). Please stay connected with us throughout the
summer through our Instagram, Facebook, Linkedin,
and YouTube channels for news, updates, and up-
coming announcements. Buona estate a tutti!

Francesca (asazza

Executive Director & CEO

in[G] £ o

End-of-Year Class Celebrations
May 2026

ICS staff in Bethesda and Fairfax celebrated our
organization’s littlest students with end-of-year
ceremonies. Through stories, games, conversation,
and music, our teachers have helped shape the next
generation of Italian speakers. Congratulations!

And to all ICS parents: Don't forget to register your
kids for the ICS summer camp!
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Board of Directors

Executive Committee

Annelise Brody: Chair of the Board
Francesca Casazza: Executive Director &
CEO

Lavinia Fici Pasquina: Vice Chair

Bruce Esposito: Treasurer

Camilla Acquista: Secretary

Directors

Sara Forden: Events & Communication
Salvatore Romano: Membership, Finance
Melitta Paterni: Cultural Programs & Fund-
raising

Phil Contrino: Events & Finance

Anne Marie Cammisa: Scholarships Awards
and Finance

Dorothea Dickerman: Scholarships Awards
and Finance

Honorary Members

Luigi De Luca: President Emeritus
Romeo Segnan: Member At Large

ICS Staff

Francesca Casazza: Executive Director &
CEO

Lucy Fonseca: Administrative & Office
Manager

Pamela Vera: Executive Assistant

Diego Rodriguez: Director of the ICS Music
School

Fiorenza Castelli: Workshop and Summer
Camp Coordinator

Claudio Tanca: Interim Events Coordinator
Mary Lambkin: Marketing & Events Man-
ager

Isabel Carr: Part-Time, GU Internship
Carmine Perone: Photographer

Language Program

Antonella Amelang, Valentina Asciutti, Silvia
Bonacina, Annelise Brody, Sofia Caligiuri,
Fiorenza Castelli, Tarita Colella, Carlo Ellena,
Ornella d’Angelo, Silvana De Luca, Cristiana
Fabiani, Laura Granata, Abigail Kifle, Laura
Loddo, Cristina Loglio, Samantha Mattocci,
Nicoletta Nencioli, Mariana Petrova Tache-
va, Antonella Salvatore Pellegrino, Camilla
Presti, Alessia Riccardi, Giulia Schiavon, Irene
Sorensen, Mariangela Rodilosso, Melanie De
Vincentiis; Diego Rodriguez - piano, violin

& chorus director, Caterina Vannucci - violin
teacher.
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Gala Sponsors 25/26

Platinum: Bank of America

Gold: Ferrero, Bethesda Travel Center,
MediaSet lItalia, Morgan Stanley, Bright-
star, Fincantieri Marine Group, Friedlander
Misler PLLC, Leonardo, MSC, Olivieri 1882,
Silver: General Global Assistance, All-Pur-
pose Hospitality Group, Enel, Amina
Rubinacci, Italian American Museum of DC,
Brioni, Pirelli, Maserati, Your Italian Citizen-
ship Fairy, Eataly, Pizzeria Da Marco, Hilton,
[l Canale

Bronze: Edilingua

Food/Beverage Sponsors: Peroni Nastro
Azzuro, llly, Acqua Panna &S. Pellegrino,
Dolci Gelati, Negroni, Cantinieri

Individual Donors
25/26

$3,000-$4,999: Bruce Esposito, Anonymous
$1,000-$2,999: Linda Fuortes, Jeanne Ruesch,
Luigi & Silvana De Luca, Jeffrey Nico, M.J. Alex-
ander,

Annelise Brody Morani, Dario Penzo, Anony-
mous

$500-$999: Salvatore Romano, Phil Contrino,
Camilla Acquista, Susan Joseph, Anne Marie
Cammisa,

Sara Forden, Dorothea Dickerman, Maria Rome-
ro, Louis Larca, Fay Wheeler, Ryan Whitaker
$100-$499: David and Karen King, Katherine
Stifel, Martin G. Paul, Jaime Sepulveda, Gabriela
Gold, Ellen Coppley, Barbara Brody,

George Shevlin, Melitta Paterni, Geoffrey Krieg,
Adele Pinkley, Frank Palumbo, Debra Karlin, Joy
D. Mele, Edward Hughes, Sarah Diligenti,

Susan Joseph, Richard Gervase, Craig Tregillus,
Cathy Hollinger, David Stevens, Crystofur Brown,
Raffaello Cervigni, Erminia Scarcella

New Members

Couple/Family: Liliana and Eduardo
Borensztein, Antonella DiMatteo, Alvino
Mario Fantini, Therese Haar, Laura Blom-
quist, Brian Mora, Edward Hughes, Marcelle
Tagliaferri, Dana Hearn, Silvana Borges,
Chase Hutter. Student: Laura Kennedy.
Single: Keith St. Laurent, Foad Alvandi,
Paulette Pidcock, Madeleine Johnson,
Margaret Alfonso, Marcelo Cerna, Morgan
Pierce, Cathy Pastor, Johanna Howe, Nadia
Assaf, Barbette Spaeth, lvana Zambrana,
Laura Genero, Dale Berkley, Timothy Du-
gan, Alison Mayerd
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PAST EVENTS

Easter Egg Hunt
March 21, 2026

The ICS, in collaboration with the Embassy of Italy
and the American Italian Food Coalition, organized
awonderful Easter Egg Hunt at Villa Firenze, the
residence of the Ambassador of Italy. More than 400
guests attended, including children eager to fill their
baskets with Ferrero chocolate!

Face painting, soccer, jump rope, pizza, crafts, games,
music, and more created a festive atmosphere. Great
weather and a gorgeous backdrop made the event
even more special.

The annual Easter egg hunt supports the Center for
the Advancement of Innovative Health Practices

at the Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public
Health and Dr. Christina Bethell’s research on the
importance of children’s relational experiences. This
year we were able to raise nearly $30,000!
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Dante Between Literature & Music
Mar 26, 2026

On the occasion of Dantedi 2026, the Italian Cultural
Institute of Washington, in collaboration with the
Italian Cultural Society of Washington DC, hosted a
sold-out and highly successful evening exploring the
connection between great literature and music.

Italian and international songwriting has long drawn
inspiration from the literary canon, and the works of
Dante Alighieri have influenced artists worldwide.

Professor Francesco Ciabattoni guided the audience
through songs by renowned singer-songwriters
whose works echo themes from The Divine Comedy.
Learn more about the music in the event program.

The band The i-Talians brought these songs to life
in a live performance. The event concluded with a
buffet and cocktail reception.
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Opera for Piano Four Hands
Apr 24, 2026

The ICS’ Opera for Piano Four Hands celebrated the richness and theatrical spirit of Italian opera through a
unique piano four-hands performance by Elena Buttiero and Anita Frumento.

The program explored some of the most beloved composers of the Italian operatic tradition and featured a
selection of operatic transcriptions and original compositions.

Inspired by the nineteenth-century tradition of adapting operas for smaller ensembles, the concert high-
lighted how these transcriptions evolved into expressive musical “fantasies” and paraphrases, bringing oper-

atic masterpieces beyond the theater.

Gala Awards Dinner 2026
April 30, 2026

The ICS Gala, held this past April, was an extraordi-
nary evening celebrating Italian heritage, culture,
music, and excellence! For a full recap of the event,
visit the Gala webpage for event details and a video
of the event, while you can find many pictures on
our Facebook page.

We were deeply honored to welcome Gianandrea
Noseda as our special guest, whose extraordinary
artistry and international leadership continue to
elevate Italian excellence around the world.

One of the highlights of the evening was the breath-
taking performance by the National Symphony Or-
chestra string quartet, featuring songs from Puccini’s
repertoire, including US premieres. The pieces were
performed on historical instruments dating back to
the 18th century, which came from Noseda’s person-
al collection. We are truly grateful for the collabora-
tion with NSO.

The ICS would like to thank the Italian Embassy,
Ambassador and Mrs. Peronaci, Min. Plen. Stefano Bi-
anchi, and Cons. Amb. Joel Melchiori for their warm
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welcome and institutional support, as well as to our
distinguished guests and community leaders who
joined us in celebrating the mission of the Italian
Cultural Society. The ICS Board, sponsors, auction
donors and individual donors (listed on pages 3 and
14), and NSO team were essential in making this
event a success.

Special thanks to our Master of Ceremonies, Amy
Riolo, for graciously leading the evening and recog-
nizing our awardees and honorary guest. We also
appreciate the contributions from individual donors,
auction donors, volunteers, and friends for making
the evening a remarkable success.

Guests enjoyed an elegant dinner, lively conversa-

tion, exciting auction items, and a memorable eve-
ning dedicated to promoting Italian language and

culture in the Washington, DC area.

Celebrating our Awardees was another important
part of the evening!

Luciana Montanari-Mendola Award: For an outstand-
ing high-school-age pianist went to Matthew Hung.

Maria Wilmeth Awards, for outstanding high school
students studying the Italian language went to:
Giulia Crispolti - Duke Ellington School Of The Arts,
Josephine Forrest - Walter Johnson High School, Ele-
na Aldrette & Isabella Romero — Brookewood School.

Ronald L. Cappelletti Young Scientist Award: Recog-
nizes Italian doctoral or post-doctoral students work-
ing in science, physics, mathematics, medicine, or
engineering went to: Dr. Francesco lacovelli - Johns
Hopkins University, and Dr. Giulia Pullano - George-
town University.

Elena and Antonia De Luca Award: Presented to a
university student who has excelled in the study of
Latin and/or Greek,went to Joseph Turco - The Cath-
olic University of America.

The teacher of the year! This year, Valentina Asciutti
was recognized for her professionalism, commitment
to the ICS, and positive, engaging personality.

Please visit our Scholarship Awards page on our
website, and help fund the 2027 Scholarships.

Italianculturalsociety.org
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EU Open House Day
May 9, 2026

The ICS team was honored to present our organiza-
tion to enthusiasts of Italian culture and language at
the Italian Embassy on EU Open House Day, an event
where member states of the European Union open
their embassies to the public.

ICS staff and volunteers promoted our language
courses, enrichment classes, tours and trips, and wel-
coming community to hundreds of guests who were
eager to learn more.

Spring 2026 Edition
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The Italian Collection: A Guided

Tour of the National Gallery
May 17, 2026

ICS Chair of the Board, Professor Annelise Brody
Morani, led two groups (one in Italian, one in En-
glish) on a guided tour of highlights from the Italian
collection at the National Gallery.

Prof. Brody showcased some of the museum’s most
interesting Italian works, detailing the history and
significance of each piece.

Aperitivo Archeologico
May 26, 2026

Dario Penzo led an engaging presentation to ICS
members and friends about Italy’s rich archaeolog-
ical landscapes. Mr. Penzo studied Ancient Civiliza-
tions, Literature, History, and Archaeology at Univer-
sita Ca’' Foscari Venezia and currently works at the
Embassy of Italy in Washington, DC. Through images,
storytelling, and discussion, he brought Italy’s ar-
chaeological heritage vividly to life in an engaging
and accessible way.

The evening concluded with Prosecco and aperitivo
refreshments. Guests connected through history,
culture, and conversation in both English and Italian.

Italian Choir Hauskonzert and

Open Mic
May 19, 2026

Before massive stages, the 19th-century music
scene searched for a way to make performance feel
raw, alive, and deeply personal. The answer was the
Hauskonzert (house concert).

Inspired by this tradition, the Italian Choir of Wash-
ington, DC presented a relaxed end-of-year musical
evening featuring a curated selection of Italian songs
and an open mic jam session.

The event transformed the ICS Headquarters into
a welcoming musical salon where performers and
audience members could connect through music,
conversation, and creativity.

The evening concluded with a potluck reception,
continuing the spirit of community and shared artis-
tic experience that has always defined the Hauskon-
zert tradition.

Spring 2026 Edition
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Secrets of the Ligurian Coast
By Carlo Ellena, Teacher

From April 7th to 16th, a group of ICS members and
friends embarked on a unique journey exploring
Genoa and the west coast of Liguria, called Ponente, a
stretch of Riviera coastline little known to traditional
tourists that offers unique places and unforgettable
experiences because it retains the authenticity of small
family-run businesses. The new luxury in Italy is to visit
authentic places and people far from the crowded
routes of traditional mass tourism.

Here, you'll find traditional families that preserve in the
second or even third generation a heritage of ancient,
and often unique knowledge of areas that in some
cases are not geographically easy to access. Beautiful
Liguria crafted this unforgettable experience revealing
old fishing villages along the coast to hidden mountain
villages up in the Alps with their old history, traditions
and food.

We started visiting Genoa by walking the historic city
center, exploring its narrow alleys, ancient palaces,
and lively atmosphere. Then we visited Savona and its
province both along the coast and inside the hills and
countryside. Savona and its province are unique due
to crystal clear beaches that enter the city, enchanting
medieval villages (Borghi) and landscapes enclosed
between the sea and the mountains.

We tasted unique products that grow in this land and
that have a history that goes back centuries when
Genoa and Liguria were the most important power of
western Mediterranean. The trip also included tasting
local wines, oil and other local products from fami-
ly-run small businesses whose production is high qual-
ity but very small. Most of them belong to the famous
Slow Food association.

The journey was wrapped up with a farewell dinner
full of Ligurian specialties and wine of the different
areas that we visited. The group was very interested in
getting to know these new products and experiences
and new friendships were created. We look forward to
repeating this experience next year.

Spring 2026 Edition

Segreti Della Costa Ligure

Di Carlo Ellena, Insegnante

Dal 7 al 16 aprile, un gruppo di membri e amici dell'lCS
ha intrapreso un viaggio unico esplorando Genova e la
costa occidentale della Liguria, chiamata il Ponente, un
tratto di costa della Riviera poco conosciuto dai turisti
tradizionali che offre luoghi unici ed esperienze indi-
menticabili perché conserva l'autenticita delle piccole
imprese a conduzione familiare. Il nuovo lusso in Italia &
visitare luoghi e persone autentiche lontane dalle rotte
affollate del tradizionale turismo di massa.

Famiglie che conservano nella seconda o addirittura
terza generazione un'eredita di conoscenze antiche e
spesso quasi uniche e, in alcuni casi, anche geografica-
mente difficili da raggiungere.

Beautiful Liguria ha creato questa esperienza indimen-
ticabile, rivelando antichi villaggi di pescatori lungo la
costa e villaggi di montagna nascosti sulle Alpi, con la
loro storia, tradizioni e cibo.

Iniziamo la visita a Genova con una passeggiata nel
centro storico, esplorando i suoi vicoli stretti, i suoi
antichi palazzi e I'atmosfera vivace. Poi ci siamo trasfer-
iti a Savona e nella sua provincia sia lungo la costa che
all'interno delle colline e della campagna. Savona e la
sua provincia sono un luogo unico in Italia, con spiagge
cristalline che entrano in citta e incantevoli villaggi me-
dievali (Borghi) con paesaggi unici racchiusi tra il mare
e le montagne.

Abbiamo assaporato prodotti unici che crescono in
questa terra e che hanno una storia che risale a molti
secoli fa, quando Genova e Liguria erano la potenza piu
importante del Mediterraneo occidentale. Il viaggio ha
incluso anche la degustazione di vini locali, olio e altri
prodotti di piccole imprese a conduzione familiare la
cui produzione é di alta qualita ma molto piccolaela
maggior parte di esse appartiene alla famosa associazi-
one Slow Food.

Il viaggio si & concluso con una cena d’addio ricca di
specialita liguri e molto vino delle diverse zone che ab-
biamo visitato. Il gruppo era molto interessato a cono-
scere questi nuovi prodotti ed esperienze, e sono nate
nuove amicizie. Non vediamo l'ora di ripetere questa
esperienza il prossimo anno.
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Secrets of the Ligurian Coast: Photos

Eat, Sea, Love in South Italy
By Alessia Riccardi, Teacher

“Volare oh oh...Cantare oh oh oh... nel blu dipinto di blu,
felice di stare lassu'..”l am sure you all know this Italian
song from Domenico Modugno. He was born in Polignano a
Mare, a beautiful sea-side town on the Adriatic sea.

Polignano is a vertical town, houses stacked on limestone
cliffs over sea caves, and those lyrics above make sense
when you see people dive from the Roman bridge into the
Lama Monachile cove. The water is so blue.“Volare”on a
balcony at midnight, you understand: the song isn’t about
flying. It's about the moment before you jump!

But then you go just ten miles south, and Monopoli trades
Polignano’s drama for a working fishing port. Its old town

Spring 2026 Edition

Mangia, Mare, Ama nel Sud Italia
Di Alessia Riccardi, Teacher

“Volare oh oh... Cantare oh oh oh... nel blu dipinto di
blu, felice di stare lassu...” Sono sicura che conoscete tutti
questa canzone italiana di Domenico Modugno. E nato a
Polignano a Mare, uno splendido borgo di mare sul Mar
Adriatico.

Polignano & un paese verticale, con le case ammucchiate

su scogliere di calcare a picco su grotte marine, e quelle
parole hanno senso quando vedi la gente tuffarsi dal ponte
romano nella cala di Lama Monachile. Lacqua é cosi blu. A
cantare “Volare” su un balcone a mezzanotte, capisci: la can-
zone non parla di volare. Parla dell’attimo prima di saltare!

Ma poi vai solo dieci miglia pit a sud, e Monopoli scambia

Italianculturalsociety.org
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is a labyrinth of white alleys opening onto a 16th-century
harbor. Monopoli is older, quieter, and like a fisherman’s palm,
calloused and kind... a place to relax for sure.

Then Puglia takes your hand. Alberobello is a village of trulli,
and to call them “houses” feels wrong. They're stone sighs,
conical and white, clustered like a field of mushrooms after
rain. Sleep in one. At night the roof seems to breathe. At
dawn, the only sound is a broom on limestone.

Then, as | was born on the Tirreno Sea...and | long to get there
again, | will get closer to the other side of the Italian coast
and visit Matera, in Basilicata region. Matera breaks your
heart open. The Sassi are caves where humans have lived
since the Paleolithic.

Carlo Levi saw them in the 1940s and wrote of a “school of
human sorrow” in “Christ Stopped at Eboli “— families sharing
space with mules, children with trachoma (for overcrowd-

ing and bad hygiene). Churches glow from the rock. You eat
pane di Matera in a cave restaurant and realize resilience can
be beautiful. This is where Mel Gibson staged the Passion of
Christ, which I think it looked so realistic.

Next stop for me would be Paestum...slowly | am getting
closer to my hometown Napoli, where the Mediterranean
diet was born.

In Paestum three Doric temples rise from a plain like a Greek
mirage. They're as old as the Parthenon, but better preserved.

Johann Wolfgang von Goethe stopped here in 1787 and
wrote in The Italian Journey, “One can form no conception
of the imposing effect of these ruins. Stand among them at
sunset when the limestone turns gold and you'll understand
his awe.”

The on-site museum holds the Tomb of the Diver, a fresco
that's basically the ancient world’s first existential selfie.

After all, the south of Italy doesn’t whisper. It sings, in dialects,
in cicadas, in the salt that dries on your skin after a swim.

A tour between Basilicata and Cilento’s wild coast down
through Campania passing by into Puglia is a journey
through millennia, where Greek temples meet baroque bal-
conies and farmhouses become five-star hotels.

It is a great life experience. | would highly it recommend to
you.. my Napoli can wait, at least for now!

il dramma di Polignano con un porto peschereccio laborioso.
Il suo centro storico & un labirinto di vicoli bianchi che si apro-
no su un porto cinquecentesco. Monopoli & pil antica, piu si-
lenziosa, e come il palmo di un pescatore, calloso e gentile...
un posto dove rilassarsi, di sicuro.

Poi la Puglia ti prende per mano. Alberobello € un paese di
trulli, e chiamarli“case” sembra sbagliato. Sono sospiri di pi-
etra, conici e bianchi, raggruppati come un campo di funghi
dopo la pioggia. Dormici dentro. Di notte il tetto sembra
respirare. All'alba, I'unico suono & una scopa sul calcare.

Poi, poiche’ sono nata sul Mar Tirreno... e ho nostalgia di tor-
narci, mi avvicinerod all’altro lato della costa italiana e visitero
Matera, in Basilicata. Matera ti spezza il cuore. | Sassi sono
grotte abitate dall'uomo fin dal Paleolitico.

Carlo Levi li vide negli anni '40 e scrisse di una “scuola del
dolore umano”in Cristo si & fermato a Eboli: famiglie che
condividevano lo spazio con i muli, bambini con il tracoma,
per il sovraffollamento e la scarsa igiene. Le chiese brillano
nella roccia. Mangi pane di Matera in un ristorante-grotta e
capisci che la resilienza puo essere bellissima. Qui Mel Gibson
ha girato il film “La Passione di Cristo’, che secondo me era
cosi realistico.

La prossima tappa per me sarebbe Paestum... piano piano
mi sto avvicinando alla mia citta, Napoli... Qui & nata la dieta
mediterranea.

A Paestum tre templi dorici si alzano dalla piana come un
miraggio greco. Sono antichi quanto il Partenone, ma meglio
conservati.

Johann Wolfgang von Goethe si fermo qui nel 1787 e scrisse
nel“Viaggio in Italia”: <<Non ci si puo fare un’idea dell'effetto
imponente di queste rovine. Stai in mezzo a loro al tramonto,
quando il calcare diventa oro, e capirai la sua meraviglia>>.

Il museo del sito custodisce la Tomba del Tuffatore, un affres-
co che é praticamente il primo selfie esistenziale del mondo
antico.

Dopotutto, il Sud Italia non sussurra. Canta, nei dialetti, nelle
cicale, nel sale che si asciuga sulla pelle dopo un bagno.

Un tour tra la Basilicata e la selvaggia costa del Cilento, attra-
verso la Campania fino alla Puglia, & un viaggio nei millenni,
dove templi greci incontrano balconi barocchi e le masserie
diventano hotel a cinque stelle.

E un‘esperienza di vita straordinaria e ve la consiglierei assolu-
tamente...la mia Napoli pud aspettare, almeno per oral
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UPCOMING EVENTS

The Last One for the Road Plus ICS

Aperitivo
June 14, 2026

The ICS has partnered with AFI Silver Theatre and
Cultural Center for the screening of The Last One for
the Road. Choose either the 4:00 or 6:30 p.m. show
and enjoy the ICS aperitivo in the lobby from 5:30
to 6:30, with Zardetto Prosecco and Ferrero Rocher -
either before or after your movie!

Learn more and buy tickets on our upcoming events
webpage.

The Last One for the Road is about two friends search-
ing for “I'ultimo” (the last drink) on the night before a
long-lost pal returns to Veneto from abroad.

Follow their journey through the Venetian country-
side as they reconnect with an old friend and make
new ones. The film was released in Italy in Septem-
ber 2025 and has won eight David di Donatello
awards.

ABOUT POCHE PAROLE

Poche Parole is published quarterly; one issue per season. Interested in writing for Poche Parole, or advertis-
ing your business in this publication? Contact ICSEventi@Italianculturalsociety.org.

Advertisements in Poche Parole do not reflect ICS endorsement or guarantee of advertisers’ services, products,
or statements. Article content is the sole responsibility of the author and does not indicate ICS endorsement.

About The Italian Cultural Society

The Italian Cultural Society provides cultural, social, and educational events in the Washington DC area. We
also serve thousands of students online and in-person through our Italian language courses which range
from beginner to advanced.

Our Mission: The Italian Cultural Society promotes the appreciation and knowledge of the Italian language and
culture by creating opportunities through language programs, cultural events, and partnerships.

Our History: Founded in 1953 by Professor Salvatore J. Castiglione, Chairman of the Italian Department of
Georgetown University, the society launched its Italian Language Program in 1974, with contribution from the
Italian Ministry of Foreign Affairs and International Cooperation.

Spring 2026 Edition Italianculturalsociety.org
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ICS Gala Sponsors 2025/26

Platinum Sponsor

Gold Sponsors

Silver Sponsors

e
Sy
—

Food and Beverage Sponsors

2026 Auction Donors: AFI Silver Theatre, All Purpose Hospitality, Am-
ina Rubinacci, Annelise Brody Morani, Brioni, Cassina, Dario Penzo, De
Nigris Balsamic Vinegar, Divino Ristorante Enoteca, Elite Island Resorts,
Hotel Hilton Milano, llly, La Tomate Restaurant, Lamborghini, Lia’s
Restaurant, Libellula Olive Oil, Lubin Portrait Studio, Majnoni Guicciar-
dini Farm, Negroni, Olio2go, Olivieri 1882, Palladio Restaurant, Pasta
Social Club, Pizzeria Da Marco, Rangoni Firenze Shoes, Santa Maria
Novella, Sfoglina Pasta House, The ICS Board of Directors, Wide World
of Wines, Why Wait Italy.

2025/26 Individual Donors: Bruce Esposito, Linda Fuortes, Jeanne
Ruesch, Luigi & Silvana De Luca, Jeffrey Nico, M.J. Alexander, Salvatore
Romano, Phil Contrino, Camilla Acquista, Susan Joseph, Anne Marie
Cammisa, Annelise Brody Morani, Sara Forden, Dorothea Dickerman,
Maria Romero, Louis Larca, Fay Wheeler, Ryan Whitaker, David and
Karen King, Katherine Stifel, Martin G. Paul, Jaime Sepulveda, Gabriela
Gold, Ellen Coppley, Barbara Brody,George Shevlin, Melitta Paterni,
Geoffrey Krieg, Adele Pinkley, Frank Palumbo, Debra Karlin, Joy D.
Mele, Edward Hughes, Sarah Diligenti, Susan Joseph, Richard Gervase,
Craig Tregillus, Cathy Hollinger, David Stevens, Crystofur Brown, Raffa-
ello Cervigni, Erminia Scarcella
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Supporting Italian Arts, Culture, and Language Since 1953

The Italian Cultural Society of Washington DC

4833 Rugby Avenue, Suite #201
Bethesda, MD 20814
301-215-7885
www.italianculturalsociety.org

Return Service Requested

Membership Application

Mail application to:

ICS Membership
4833 Rugby Avenue
Suite #201

Bethesda, MD 20814

Name: Occupation:
Volunteer Skills:

Address:

City : State: Zip Code:
Address Change o New Member o Renewal o

Email: Phone:

Type of Membership:  Type of Sponsorship:

o Student ($25) o Bronze ($500)
o Single ($75) o Silver ($1,000)
o Couple ($110) o Gold ($2,500)
o Family ($110) o Platinum ($5,000)

Please make checks payable to The Italian Cultural Society.
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