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The UNESCO site city of Aquileia took as back to the Roman 
Empire, when it was one of the most important ports. I was 
looking forward to find in the Archeological museum the 
famous “unswept floor”, the fashion among the wealthy to 
have a mosaic floor depicting the remains of a rich meal 
scattered all over 

Cividale is another best kept secret. The small Medieval town 
which gave birth to Paolo Diacono, is located on the Natisone 
river. It was a sight to behold, surrounded by lush nature and 
by the mysterious history of the Lombards .
We also enjoyed wine tasting at its best. The wine production 
in Friuli is second to none, especially for a local wine hard to 
find elsewhere, with very noticeable distinct fruity flavors, the 
Picol.

This was my last guided trip and it was a splendid farewell 
to crown four years of boutique travels by ICS and Bethesda 
travel. I have been extremely grateful for this opportunity and 
will carry the memories with me.
In November we had our annual gala at the Embassy of Italy 
with the presence of the Ambassador, H.E Marco Petronacci 
who so graciously participated.

Unfortunately, due to health reason, I was unable to attend 
but watched the event online and it was our best yet! No one 
like the multi-starred Michelin Chef Bottura can represent the 
excellency of Italian cuisine in the World.
 This event is our main fundraiser, and I thank you from 
the heart all of you who participated and donated to our 
organization.

There is still time for an end of the year donation to help us 
deflare the costs of offering so many great opportunities to 
explore Italian culture in the US. We had a very well attended 
Holiday Party on Sunday night (in addition to the completely 
full children’s traditional party on Sunday afternoon). It was 
wonderful to see so many Italian enthusiasts pouring into our 
school for a slice of panettone and a glass of prosecco. 

Wishing you and your families a very Happy Holiday Season, 

Dear Members,

In September we had the second Ics trip of the year. After 
Sicily we moved to the farthest northeast of Italy. 
Our journey proper started in Grado, a most delightful coastal 
town which boasts pristine waters and lagoon life. Our hotel 
in Belle Epoque style made us into a past of elegance with a 
scrumptious breakfast served with impeccable cappuccino.

We spent one evening on a boat in the company of excellent 
Prosecco, in the magical quiet of the lagoon, exploring the 
“casoni”, the old, thatched roof homestead of the fisherman 
families. No one lives there anymore but you can catch a 
glimpse of their harsh and isolated lifestyle, looking at their 
miniscule islet which hosted an ever-smaller home.

Trieste came next, one of the capitals of the Mitteleuropa and 
it did not disappoint. Its grandeur is still very much there, in 
the enormous squares, decorated buildings and spectacular 
caffes.

MESSAGE FROM THE BOARD

Chair of the Board of Directors

Nestled on the Adriatic Sea, Trieste offers the big city 
amenities as well as the possibility to jump into the sea from 
a historical all-women establishment. Friuli Venezia Giulia 
was an absolute gem in its “undertourism”. Everywhere we 
went there were cordial people who took pride in meeting 
us, having us taste their wine and food, including the 
delicious prosciutto San Daniele. Every city was neat, tidy and 
welcoming; no wonder that the Archduke Maximilian and 
his wife Charlotte elected Trieste to build their residence, the 
Miramare Castle.



ITALIAN LANGUAGE PROGRAM & MORE

Dear Friends,

As we approach the end of the year, we look back with 
pride and gratitude at all we have accomplished together. 
Our course offerings continue to grow, reflecting the 
increasing interest in learning Italian across the United 
States. At the same time, our cultural events are enjoying 
ever-greater appreciation, thanks to meaningful 
partnerships with outstanding institutions such as the AFI 
Silver Theatre, Washington National Opera, the Library of 
Congress, local universities, Opera Italiana is in the Air, the 
Italian Cultural Institute of Washington, and the Embassy of 
Italy.

Throughout the year, we also had the pleasure of traveling 
through Italy with our partners Bethesda Travel and Villa 
Bonizella Tours (see photos from our August trip to Tuscany 
below!). Along the way, we celebrated our students’ 
achievements by awarding Scholarships at six universities 
in the area and during our annual Gala. We invite you to 
explore our Past Events webpage and YouTube channel to 
relive some of these special moments.

As our Fall Term courses come to an end, we are excited 
to look ahead to the Winter Term, starting January 
10. The Winter 2026 schedule is now available online, 
with registration opening on January 1. Alongside the 
continuation of many ongoing language courses at 
all levels, the January program features new offerings, 
including conversation classes, specialized courses for 
travelers, and cultural enrichment classes, including Latin, 
Ancient Greek, Cooking Classes —both online and in 

person—designed to meet the interests of learners of all 
ages. The new year will also keep us busy with after-school 
and curricular Italian language programs in public and 
private schools throughout the Washington, DC area—the 
core of our mission as Ente Gestore for the Italian Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs. Finally, we will continue to expand our 
cultural and artistic offerings, including piano and violin 
lessons, concerts, and performances by our Italian Choir of 
Washington DC, which is still open to new members.
Our ILP Virginia Chapter continues to expand, adding 
a new location in Leesburg, alongside the Green Acres 
Center in Fairfax, with courses for both adults and children.

Renewing your membership is a simple yet meaningful 
way to support our mission of promoting Italian language, 
culture, and the arts, and of nurturing a love for beauty 
across generations. Like all educational institutions, we 
are deeply grateful for the generosity that allows us to 
strengthen our programs and continuously improve the 
quality of our teaching.

Finally, don’t forget to follow us on Facebook, Instagram, 
LinkedIn, to stay connected with everything we do.
Cari auguri di Buon Natale e di un felice Anno Nuovo!

CEO & Executive Director
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ITALIAN LANGUAGE PWROGRAM
Antonella Amelang, Valentina Asciutti, Silvia 
Bonacina, Annelise Brody, Sofia Caligiuri, Fiorenza 
Castelli, Tarita Colella, Carlo Ellena, Ornella 
d’Angelo, Silvana De Luca, Cristiana Fabiani, Laura 
Granata, Abigail Kifle, Laura Loddo, Cristina Loglio, 
Samantha Mattocci, Nicoletta Nencioli, Mariana 
Petrova Tacheva, Antonella Salvatore Pellegrino, 
Camilla Presti, Alessia Riccardi, Giulia Schiavon, 
Irene Sorensen, Samantha Vergassola, Mariangela 
Rodilosso, Melanie De Vincentiis; Diego Rodriguez 
- Piano, Violin & Chorus Director, Caterina Vannucci 
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THE ITALIAN CULTURAL SOCIETY 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS

GALA 2025 SPONSORS

PLATINUM: Bank of America,
GOLD: Ferrero, Bethesda Travel Center, MediaSet  Italia, 
Morgan Stanley,  Brightstar,  Fincantieri Marine Group, 
Friedlander Misler PLLC.
SILVER:  General Global Assistance, All-Purpose Hospitality 
Group, Brioni, Your Italian Citizenship Fairy, Olivieri 1882, 
Eataly, Pizzeria Da Marco, Hilton, Il Canale
BEVERAGE & FOOD SPONSORS:  Peroni Nastro Azzuro, 
Illy,  Zonin1921, Acqua Panna & S. Pellegrino, Parmigiano 
Grggiano, Doci Gelati, Negroni, Cantinieri
BRONZE: Pirelli Tires North America, Edilingua
AUCTION MAIN DONORS: Edilingua, Massimo & Lara 
Bottura, AFI Silver Theatre, Crys Brown, Hotel Bristol Palace, 
Hilton Milano, Elite Island Resorts, Choral Arts, Eataly, All-
Purpose Hospitality, Divino Ristorante Etoneca, Cantiniere 
Imports & Distributing, Inc., Etuk Tours Rome, Negroni, 
Washington National Opera, Parmigiano Reggiano, A 
Door to Italy, Fabio Trabocchi Restaurnats, Illy, Cassina, 
Caffe Bottega Italiana, National Chamber Ensemble, Il 
Canale, Lamborghini, Pizzeria Da Marco, Eyma Salon & Spa, 
Alessandro & Rebecca Monzi, Olivieri 1882, Washington 
Wizards-Monumental Sports  & Entertainment, Melitta 
Paterni

INDIVIDUAL DONORS GALA 2025
Bruce Esposito, Anonymous, Salvatore Romano, 
Phil Contrino, Camilla Acquista, Susan Joseph, Anne 
Marie Cammisa, Annelise Brodi Morani, Sara Forden, 
Dorothea Dickerman, Maria Romero, Louis Larca, 
David and Karen King, Katherine Stifel, Gabriela 
Gold, Ellen Coppley, Barbara Brody, George Shevlin, 
Melitta Paterni, Geoffrey Krieg, Adele Pinkley, Frank 
Palumbo, Debra Karlin, Joy D. Mele, Sarah Diligenti, 
Richard Gervase, Craig Tregilus, Cathy Hollinger, David 
Stevens, Crystofur Brown, Raffaello Cervigni

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS
College Student: Clemente Jan Gilardini, Lukas Zikas.

Single: REGAN PERRY, Tamiko Scian, Kelly Gustafson, 
Linda Parisi, Barbara Lewis, Mary Mallen Badowski, 
Michael O’Neal, Brandon Cohen, Silvia Picciafuoco, 
Louise DiNallo, Peter Hamady, MC Creis, Josephine 
Reed, Stephen Boursalian, Amy A Johnston, Stacy 
Orefice, Joseph Mortati, Yesemin Biro Kirtman, Marcela 
Bonafina, LeeAnna Gregaitis, Shawn Hawes, Sherry 
Nevins, Kumait Jawdat, Katheren Stifel, Ines Bustillo, 
Mary Yakush, Gergana Trainor, Jeanne Landolfi, 
Michael Piziali, Abbey Fox, Antonio Gabriele, Yukiko 
Wilson, Angela Mayer, Caroyn Cramer.

Couple/Family: Mary Lambkin, Marie Muse, Claudio 
Marsegan, Julia Fiorio, Emily Cornwell, Jacqueline 
Moen, Anthony Saccavino, Federico Grigi, TERESE 
CHAPA, Luca Pani, Jan Pohl, Sebastiano Peluso, 
Todd Cimino-Johnson, Martin Shumway, Thomas 
Marchetto,  Natalie Trapasso, Tatjana Lowe-Jurek, 
Melissa Maxman, Sara Khetarpal, Sandra Ragusa, 

Leah Lauffer-Rubin
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We Are Social!
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On September 6th, 2025, we reopened the season of events by co-hosting a special 45th anniversary screening of 
Federico Fellini’s iconic film LA CITTÀ DELLE DONNE (City of Women) in partnership with the AFI Silver Theatre and 
Cultural Center.

Held at the renowned AFI Silver Theatre in Silver Spring, MD, the event paid tribute 
to Fellini’s bold cinematic vision and to the unforgettable artistry of Marcello 
Mastroianni.

Before the screening, attendees enjoyed a lively reception sponsored by the Italian 
Cultural Society of Washington, DC, with complimentary birra PERONI generously 
offered to all ticket holders.

It was a memorable afternoon that honored Italian cinema and celebrated the 
enduring legacy of Marcello Mastroianni (1924–1996), whose work continues to 
inspire audiences worldwide. A heartfelt thank you to everyone who joined us, to 
our sponsor Peroni, and to AFI Silver Theatre for this extraordinary collaboration.

PAST EVENTS: FELLINI, FIGARO, & AIDA 

SPECIAL SCREENING OF “CITY OF WOMEN” AT AFI

CELEBRATING FIGARO: A NIGHT OF OPERA, LANGUAGE & CULTURE

On Wednesday, October 15th, the Italian Cultural Society headquarters in Bethesda hosted a wonderful evening 
dedicated to the Week of the Italian Language in the World, held under the patronage of the Istituto Italiano di Cultura.
The evening opened with welcoming remarks by Francesca Casazza, Executive Director of the Italian Cultural Society, 

who introduced the event and our distinguished guests. She 
was followed by Francesca Vanoli from the Embassy of Italy, who 
shared the importance of this year’s theme, “Italofonia: Lingua oltre 
i confini”, emphasizing how Italian transcends borders—and how 
opera is one of the most powerful cultural expressions of the Italian 
language beyond borders.

Next, Francesca Zambello, Artistic Director of the Washington 
National Opera, took the stage to share fascinating insights about 
the Kennedy Center’s ongoing opera season. She highlighted the 
upcoming performances of Aida and Le Nozze di Figaro, offering 
behind-the-scenes perspectives and the artistic vision that continues 
to make WNO a cornerstone of Italian opera in Washington, D.C.

The evening continued with Maestro Diego Rodriguez, Director of 
the ICS Music School, who guided the audience through the story of 
The Marriage of Figaro, and introduced each aria performed by the 
Cafritz Young Artists, whose extraordinary voices brought Mozart’s 
humor, emotion, and elegance to life.

Guests concluded the night with refreshments and conversation, 
celebrating the beauty of Italian music, language, and community.
Missed the event? Watch the full recording on YouTube:
Watch here

On Thursday, October 30th, the Italian Cultural Society partnered with the Washington National Opera to offer members 
an unforgettable evening at the Kennedy Center. The night featured an exclusive backstage tour of Verdi’s Aida, followed 
by a champagne toast and a night of grand opera. 

Members began the evening 
behind the curtain, guided by the 
WNO stage manager and crew, 
who shared rare behind-the-
scenes insights into the artistry, 
coordination, and craftsmanship 
that bring Verdi’s timeless 
masterpiece to life. From the scale 
of the set to the beauty of the 
costumes, guests experienced the 
magic that happens long before the 
curtain rises.

Just before the performance, 
Francesca Zambello, Artistic 
Director of the WNO, joined our 
Italian group to personally welcome 
everyone and wish them una 
stupenda visione dell’opera Aida! 

The evening continued with a champagne toast, conversation, and the 
anticipation of Verdi’s music filling the hall, a true celebration of Italian 
art, culture, and community at its finest.

Grazie to the Washington National Opera for this extraordinary 
collaboration, and to all our members who joined us for this special 
night at the Kennedy Center!

ICS Members received an exclusive 40% discount.
Missed the event? Watch the recap reel on our Instagram and Facebook.

With the same format as for AIDA, with backstage tour, champagne 
and tickets’ discount, on Saturday, November 22nd, WNO offered ICS 
members another delightful evening at the Kennedy Center, to enjoy 
Mozart’s The Marriage of Figaro, returning in a witty and elegant 
production that brought to life the intrigue and romance of one 
unforgettable day.

 With dazzling arias, spirited ensembles, and fast-moving comedy, 
Mozart captures the full spectrum of human emotions — from laughter 
to longing, mischief to true love. A masterpiece of wit and heart, 
Figaro remains one of opera’s most beloved journeys through passion, 
disguise, and redemption, and WNO’s production was well received by 
critics and audiences for its musical quality, strong performances, and 
entertainment value.

WNO’S AIDA: AN EXLUSIVE EVENING FOR ICS MEMBERS — AND A SPECIAL  NIGHT FOR 
THE MARRIAGE OF FIGARO
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PAST EVENTS: THE ICS 2025 GALA AWARDS DINNER

On November 8, 2025, we hosted our annual Gala at the Embassy of Italy, bringing together members, supporters, and 
friends of Italian culture for an unforgettable evening celebrating Italian excellence.

This year’s Gala focused on the rich cultural legacy of Italian cuisine, in the context of its global recognition as a cultural 
treasure, recently acknowledged by UNESCO as Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity.

As our Honorary Guest for 2025, we were honored to welcome Chef Massimo Bottura, internationally celebrated for 
his visionary approach to Italian cuisine and his impact as both 
a cultural and humanitarian leader. As the featured guest of the 
evening, Chef Bottura shared insights into his culinary journey, the 
philosophy behind his renowned restaurants, and his commitment 
to sustainability and social change.

The Gala opened with an elegant cocktail reception accompanied 
by live jazz, setting the tone for an evening of cultural dialogue 
and celebration. Guests then enjoyed an engaging conversation 
with Massimo Bottura, moderated by journalist and author Sara 
Gay Forden, offering thoughtful perspectives on food, culture, and 
innovation.

A gourmet seated dinner, inspired by the theme From Earth to Art—
reflecting creativity and sustainability in Italian culinary traditions—
was prepared by RSVP Catering. During dinner, we presented the 
2025 ICS Scholarship Awards, honoring outstanding achievements 
in Italian language, music, and sciences. The two award-winning 
pianists closed the evening with elegance and impressive talent. 
(See the winners on our website.)

The Gala also served as an opportunity to acknowledge the 
generous sponsors and individual donors whose support fuels our 

Society’s mission—from scholarships and cultural programs to Italian language courses and public events.

More than a fundraiser, our Gala is always a vibrant celebration of Italian culture in all its facets and a meaningful 
opportunity to share something special about Italy—from the table and its traditions to artistic expression and 
community impact. It brings members and guests together to connect, learn, and deepen their appreciation of Italy’s 
cultural footprint in the United States.

MISSED THE GALA? WATCH THE RECORDING ON YOUTUBE HERE!
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https://youtu.be/Jjfu1LN98xA?si=k_q-19wCQpzVzL_E
https://youtu.be/Jjfu1LN98xA?si=k_q-19wCQpzVzL_E


UNESCO: ITALIAN CUISINE A GESTURE OF LOVE
THIS “INTANGIBLE CULTURAL HERITAGE” IS ABOUT MUCH MORE THAN COOKING

In proclaiming Italian cuisine as an “intangible cultural heritage” in early December, UNESCO validated what for many 
of us has always been obvious: Italian cooking is worthy of global acclaim. Italy becomes the first nation to receive this 
honor. 

UNESCO recognized Italian cuisine as a social ritual that binds families and communities. Its proclamation focuses on 
how much Italians value the everyday rituals around food – big Sunday family dinners, nonnas teaching kids how to fold 
tortellini just right, and shared moments around the table. UNESCO called Italians’ food rituals “a means of connecting 
with family and the community, whether at home, in schools, or through festivals, ceremonies and social gatherings.” 

UNESCO’s proclamation also observes that “beyond cooking, practitioners view the element as a way of caring for oneself 
and others, expressing love and rediscovering one’s cultural roots. It gives communities an outlet to share their history… 
It also helps safeguard specific cultural expressions, such as language and gestures (and) thus fosters social inclusion 
while promoting well-being and offering a channel for lifelong, intergenerational learning. It also strengthens bonds, 
encourages sharing, and promotes a sense of belonging.”

UNESCO’s full proclamation is available here. 

ICS has long promoted cooking as an integral component of Italian culture. Its cooking classes aim to educate students 
about the pleasures of the Italian kitchen table creating meals with healthy, fresh ingredients. Details about ICS cooking 
classes are available on our website here. 
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https://ich.unesco.org/en/RL/italian-cooking-between-sustainability-and-biocultural-diversity-02093
https://italianculturalsociety.org/cooking-classes/


GALA 2025-25 SPONSORS

PLATINUM SPONSOR

BRONZE SPONSORS - PIRELLI TIRES, LLC & EDILINGUA

MAIN AUCTION DONORS: Edilingua, Massimo & Lara Bottura, AFI Silver Theatre, Crys Brown, Hotel Bristol Palace, Hilton 
Milano, Elite Island Resorts, Choral Arts, Eataly, All Purpose Hospitality, Divino Ristorante Enoteca, Cantiniere Imports & 
Distributing, Inc., ETuk Tours Rome, Negroni, Washington National Opera, Parmigiano Reggiano, A Door to Italy, Fabio 
Trabocchi Restaurants, Illy, Cassina, Caffe Bottega Italiana, National Chamber Ensemble, Il Canale, Lamborghini, Pizze-
ria Da Marco, Eyma Salon & SPA, Alessandro & Rebecca Monzi, Olivieri 1882, Washington Wizards- Monumental Sports 
& Entertainment, Melitta Paterni.

INDIVIDUAL DONORS: Bruce Esposito, Anonymous, Salvatore Romano, Phil Contrino, Camilla Acquista, Susan Jww-
woseph, Anne Marie Cammisa, Annelise Brody Morani, Sara Forden, Dorothea Dickerman, Maria Romero, Louis Larca,-
David and Karen King, Katherine Stifel, Gabriela Gold, Ellen Coppley, Barbara Brody, George Shevlin, Melitta Paterni, 
Geoffrey Krieg, Adele Pinkley, Frank Palumbo, Debra Karlin, Joy D. Mele, Sarah Diligenti, Richard Gervase, Craig Tregil-
lus, Cathy Hollinger, David Stevens, Crystofur Brown, Raffaello Cervigni.
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GOLD SPONSORS

SILVER SPONSORS

FOOD, BEVERAGE & PRODUCT SPONSORS

ABOUT POCHE PAROLE
Poche Parole is published each Term: Fall, Winter, Spring and Summer. 

Please send submissions to ICS.Eventi@italianculturalsociety.org.

Advertisers appearing in Poche Parole have paid a fee. Publication of any advertisement in Poche Parole does not reflect ICS 
endorsement or guarantee of the advertiser’s services, products or statements. Material contained in articles is the sole responsibility 

of the author and does not indicate ICS endorsement.

To advertise on Poche Parole, please call 301-215-7885 or contact ICS.Eventi@italianculturalsociety.org. Rates per issue: Business card - 
1/8 page: $100; 1/4 page: $150; 1/2 page: $200; Full page: $300 For the year (4 issues): 20% discount.

ABOUT ICS
The Italian Cultural Society of Washington D.C. (ICS) is your home for cultural and social events in the Washington metropolitan 
area, and for courses to learn or improve your Italian. Our community is growing and involving the entire US.

OUR MISSION

The Italian Cultural Society promotes the appreciation and knowledge of the Italian language and culture by creating opportunities 
through language programs, cultural events, and partnerships. 

OUR HISTORY

Founded in 1953 by Professor Salvatore J. Castiglione, Chairman of the Italian Department of Georgetown University, the Society 
launched its Italian Language Program in 1974, with contribution of the Italian Ministry of Foreign Affairs and International 
Cooperation. 

VISIT US ONLINE AT ALIANCULTURALSOCIETY.ORGLSOCIETY.ORG
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AFI’S OPENING NIGHT: SORRENTINO’S LA GRAZIA

Now in its 38th year, AFI continues its tradition of bringing the best in European cinema to Washington, DC-area audiences, and 
chose an Italian movie for the opening night: La Grazia by Paolo Sorrentino. The ICS was proud to confirm the collaboration we 
have with AFI Silver Theater and Cultural Center. This time, we cosponsored the after-screening reception together with the 

mailto:http://ICS.Eventi@italianculturalsociety.org
mailto:http://ICS.Eventi@italianculturalsociety.org
https://italianculturalsociety.org/


Supporting Italian Arts, Culture, and Language Since 1953
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MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

Mail application to:
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Please make check payable to:

The Italian Cultural Society
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