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Italian Cultural Society Honors Michelin Chef Massimo Bottura at the Embassy of Italy 
in Washington, DC  

FROM EARTH TO ART – Italy’s Culture in Bites: Honoring Massimo Bottura  

An evening gala celebrating Italian creativity, sustainability, and culture through taste — 
from the land to the table.  

When: Saturday, Nov. 8, 2025 | 6:30 PM – 10:30 PM EST  
Where: Embassy of Italy, 3000 Whitehaven St NW, Washington, DC 20008  

WASHINGTON, DC, October 27, 2025 — The Italian Cultural Society (ICS) of Washington, 
DC, a nonprofit organization devoted to promoting Italian language and culture, is proud to 
announce the 2025 Gala: From Earth to Art – Italy’s Culture in Bites.  
This year’s prestigious Gala will take place on Saturday, November 8th, 2025, at the 
Embassy of Italy, honoring Chef Massimo Bottura, whose vision redefines cuisine as a 
bridge between art, sustainability, and community. Massimo Bottura will discuss his life 
work in conversation with Sara Gay Forden, Journalist and author of House of Gucci. 
  
MASSIMO BOTTURA – The Art of Feeding the Soul  

One of the world’s most influential chefs, Massimo Bottura has transformed Italian 
gastronomy into a universal language of culture, emotion, and purpose. Founder of Osteria 
Francescana in Modena — a three-Michelin-starred restaurant twice named Best 
Restaurant in the World — Bottura has inspired generations by combining creative 
innovation with deep respect for tradition.  

Together with his wife Lara Gilmore, Bottura also founded Casa Maria Luigia, a restored 
18th-century villa in the Modenese countryside that merges hospitality, contemporary art, 
and haute cuisine. Guests experience Italian culture as a multisensory journey — from the 
landscape’s simplicity to the culinary artistry of Osteria Francescana’s iconic dishes.  

As co-founder of Food for Soul, Bottura has opened Refettorios, or Refectories, around the 
world, transforming surplus food into gourmet meals for those in need. Each project — from 
Milan to Paris, Rio de Janeiro, and New York — keeps food from going to waste and turns it 
into an act of social care and human connection.  

Named a UN Goodwill Ambassador for the Environment and a Knight of the Order of 
Merit of the Italian Republic, Bottura continues to demonstrate that creativity and 
responsibility can coexist beautifully. As he reminds us, “Cooking is a call to act — to feed not 
only the body, but the soul.”  

  



THE EVENING  

The 2025 Gala will be emceed by Amy Riolo, award-winning author, chef, and television 
personality, and will feature:  

• A standing cocktail reception with regional Prosecco and artisanal bites 
• A seated gourmet dinner interpreting the theme From Earth to Art, highlighting 
sustainability and creativity in Italian cuisine  
• A live jazz performance by Alex De Lazzari trio 
• Presentation of the 2025 ICS Scholarship Awards, honoring excellence in Italian 
language, music, and sciences 

SPONSORS & PARTNERS  

The 2025 Italian Cultural Society Gala is made possible through the generous support of 
our distinguished sponsors and partners, whose dedication reflects the enduring excellence 
of Italian creativity, innovation, and cultural heritage.  

We are honored to recognize our Platinum Sponsor, Bank of America, whose continued 
partnership exemplifies leadership in supporting the arts, culture, and community 
engagement across Washington, DC.  

Our Gold Sponsors include Ferrero, Mediaset Italia, Brightstar, Friedlander Misler 
PLLC, Fincantieri Marine Group, Morgan Stanley Private Wealth Management, and 
Bethesda Travel Center, whose collaboration celebrates the values of craftsmanship, 
connection, and excellence that unite Italy and the United States.  

We also proudly acknowledge our Silver Sponsors, and Product & Beverage sponsors, 
whose contributions help bring this celebration to life: Parmigiano Reggiano, Olivieri 
1882, Brioni, Generali, Il Canale, Pizzeria Da Marco, Capital Hilton, Acqua Panna & S. 
Pellegrino, Zonin, Il Cantiniere Import & Distributing Inc., Dolci Gelati and Illy Coffee.  

Together, these extraordinary partners make possible an evening where Italy’s beauty, 
artistry, and innovation are shared through taste, design, and culture. 

All proceeds benefit the Italian Language Program (ILP), our cultural program and 
scholarship funds, encouraging high school and university students pursue their study of 
Italian language, art, music, and science.  

  
TICKETS  

To purchase tickets or become a Gala sponsor, please visit ICS Gala 2025 website: 
https://italianculturalsociety.org/special-events/gala-2025/  
or contact the Gala Office at ics.eventi@italianculturalsociety.org.  



ABOUT THE ITALIAN CULTURAL SOCIETY  

The Italian Cultural Society of Washington, DC (ICS) is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit 
organization whose mission is to promote the appreciation and knowledge of Italian 
language and culture and to strengthen bonds between Italy and the United States.  

Founded in 1953, ICS advances this mission through monthly cultural programs, 
scholarships, and its renowned Italian Language Program (ILP), established in 1974 with 
the support of the Italian Ministry of Foreign Affairs. Today, the ILP welcomes more than 
2,000 students annually, offering in-person and online courses for every level. 

Visit: www.italianculturalsociety.org  

Media Contacts:  
Francesca Casazza, Executive Director & CEO – language@italianculturalsociety.org | 
301.215.7885  
Martina Chiara, Marketing & Events Coordinator – m.chiara@italianculturalsociety.org  
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