
Visit our website:
https://italianculturalsociety.org/trips-to-italy/

or call: 301-656-1670

We are thrilled to announce our Fall 2025 ICS trip to
Friuli Venezia Giulia and the Veneto regions  
organized by Bethesda Travel Center, with the
participation of Annelise Brody Morani.

This itinerary includes a special visit to the
“Borderless” towns of Gorizia (in Friuli) and Nova
Gorica (in Slovenia), Capitals of European Culture
2025; and optional three days in Venice.

$6,750/person including flight. See itinerary on page
2 and 3.  Deposit is requested within 03/15.

www.Italianculturalsociety.org

Aug. 29th – Sept. 8th, 2025

www.bethesdatravel.com

TOUR OF FRIULI VENEZIA GIULIA & VENETO

Book Now

https://italianculturalsociety.org/trips-to-italy/
http://www.italianculturalsociety.org/
http://www.bethesdatravel.com/


ICS FRIULI & VENETO TRIP: ITINERARY & SUMMARY
Aug 29 Depart USA (overnight flight) 
Projected UA 321 IAD-VCE ETD-ETA 17’15-07’55 (next day arrival)
Aug 30 Arrival at Venice airport – Transfer to Cantina Italo Cescon for a winery visit and welcoming lunch. Continue to
seaside Grado for our stay at the Hotel Astoria (2ntx). Independent dinners and rest time, less than 2 blocks from the
Adriatic Sea - (ICS Secret Tuscany Villa Bonizella participants whose plans also include the ICS Friuli will join up Grado
this evening – please see below). (Lunch)
Aug 31 Daily hotel breakfasts. From Grado today, visit Aquileia on a day trip with guided visit to the Roman era mosaics
and ancient city designated as a UNESCO heritage site – following the visit, a countryside lunch is planned at the Ca
Bolani with a free afternoon and evening to relax and explore Grado. (Breakfast,L)
Sept 1 Leisurely morning to relax by the seashore, After lunch (independent) drive to Trieste w/ a stop at the iconic
Miramare Castle directly on the Adriatic – check in to the NH Hotel (2ntx) - Dinner is planned at a local trattoria this
evening. (B, Dinner)
Sept 2 Trieste guided visit including city center and San Giusto featuring medieval mosaics from the XII-XIII-c. Free
time in the afternoon will allow participants to explore the neoclassical architecture of Trieste, possibly visiting the
Civic Museum of History and Art, or the Revoltella Modern Art Museum.. A “torrefazione” (coffee making visit) is
planned today. Trieste’s seafront location made it the entry point of coffee beans to the Austro Hungarian empire,
expanding the local coffee culture. Dinner at the Piazza Unita’ d’Italia considered to be one of the most beautiful town
squares in all of Italy! (B,D)
Sept 3 AM from Trieste head to Gorizia, paired with Nova Gorica as the “borderless” capital of European cultural for
GO!2025, a year-long festival highlighting the common border between Italy and Slovenia - PM transit the Collio wine
region with lunch at Lis Neris and reach Valleverde Hotel and resort (3ntx) with dinner in house. (B,L,D)
Sept 4 Visit the east side of Udine today, Abbazia di Corno di Rosazzo e Colli Orientali del Friuli Piccolit (wine country
with winery visit and lunch TBA) visit the UNESCO site at Cividale en route back to our hotel in time for in house at the
Valleverde this evening. (B,L,D)
Sept 5 Cultural day trip to Spilimbergo (center of mosaic tradition and University of mosaic restoration) continuing to
nearby San Daniele to sample the BEST prosciutto in Italy – Prosciuttificio Picaron visit and lunch,,, PM Relax at
Valleverde resort,,, (hint: pool and spa available to hotel guests) Dinner in house. (B,L,D)
Sept 6 AM guided visit to Udine town center including the main square of Piazza Matteotti and fountain, as well as the
Museo Civico and Palazzo Patriarcale with frescoes of Tiepolo - PM reach Conegliano (Vadobbiadene = prosecco region
located in the Veneto region) Conegliano hotel Canon d’Oro (2ntx). Enjoy dinner at La Panoramica in Nervese della
Battaglia, site of a major battle and monument to the heroism of WWI. (B,D)
Sept 7 Today is dedicated to exploration of the incredible Valdobbiadene scenery, vineyards and wineries - wine visit
and lunch at Villa Sandi (or sim) with some free time to explore the town of Conegliano. Farewell dinner is planned in
Conegliano with menu of local specialties! (B,L,D)
Sept 8 Early AM tsfr to VCE airport, fly back to USA today projected UA322 VCE-IAD ETD-ETA 09’40-13’45 (same day
arrival in USA) {You are invited to stay on in Venice for 3 nights, see below}



The cost of the ICS trip is $6750 per person including flights in coach*, full transportation by maxivan, nightly
accommodations in First Class hotels with daily breakfasts and selected meals and events as per the itinerary
including winery visits and tasting lunches, local sightseeing with knowledgeable guides and entry fees are
included, as well as all taxes and agency fees. Remember that in order to provide a small group experience,
space is limited to just 16 participants, so your prompt enrolment is welcome. The featured schedule has been
carefully designer to visit interesting destinations that enjoy less tourism, assuring you of an experience that will
give you an intimate look at beautiful NE Italy, and Annalise’s art and historical lectures during the bus rides will
certainly allow you to deepen your cultural experience!
Your deposit of $2500 per person will assure your participation. All payments are non refundable and Trip
Insurance is strongly recommended to all. LINK with balance due 01JUL25.
Thank you, and welcome to Friuli Venezia Giulia! Guido ADELFIO

ICS FRIULI & VENETO TRIP: ITINERARY & SUMMARY
VENICE EXTENSION (Optional) 08-11SEP 

Is this the year for you to visit to Venice? Now’s your chance for a first time visit or else a timely return to La
Serenissima! 

Opt for a 3-day optional add-on extension (08-11SEP) designed to enjoy the scenic canals, striking architecture,
magnificent art and fascinating history that has become synonymous with this revered city. 

From VCE airport on 08SEP, transfer by boat to the centrally-located Hotel Paganelli (or sim) in the heart of
Venice (moderate hotel 3*** in a great location; Upgraded rooms with a view available on request). Begin
unraveling the past of “The Queen of the Adriatic” with an expert local guide featuring historic landmarks
including St Mark’s Basilica and the Doge’s Palace. Spend a day on the water visiting the laguna and islands of
Murano (glass blowing), Burano (very charming) & Torcello via private boat and guide with lunch planned in
Torcello. Musica a Palazzo operatic evening is planned and a free day to relax and discover Venice’s unmatched
art, culture and architecture. Farewell dinner is planned on the 10SEP in a local trattoria – The extension is offered
at $1825 per person (sharing) with single supplement of $850. Upgraded view rooms are available with
supplement of $875 p/p share and $1250 (single).

*FOOTNOTE: The included airfare is based on coach flights with assigned seating and checked luggage
– ICS participants are be eligible for upgrades to higher cabin categories, and if you provide your own
flights, you may deduct $1775 per person – again, this itinerary is designed to combo with the week in
Tuscany

https://form.jotform.com/250484711844156

