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Poche Parole
MESSAGE FROM THE BOARD

Dear Members,

We are beyond excited to announce our Gala on June 7th at the 
Embassy of Italy. The theme of this year is slow food, and we will 
celebrate Carlo Petrini, the founder of the slow food movement, 
along with Roberta Ceretto and the Barolo Brothers.

We could not be happier to bring to you the tip of the Italian 
excellence in the world, in line with our mission and embodying 
the values of sustainable gastronomy and the preservation of 
culture and territory. We are privileged to celebrate Carlo Petrini 
(joining us virtually or in person), the visionary founder of Slow 
Food, alongside honoring Roberta Ceretto, representing an 
exclusive wine cellar producer from Langhe, renowned for their 
commitment to excellence.

This year’s dinner is set to elevate the culinary experience to 
new heights, surpassing our already excellent standards. You 
will enjoy an exquisite selection of wines and gourmet dishes. 

Coming up this month, the Art Museum of Americas is offering 
a guided tour exclusively for the ICS members, on March 20th 
at 10:30 am. Join us in exploring remarkable works by artists of 
Italian descent in the Americas, curated from the AMA and IDB 
collections. Discover the fusion of Italian heritage and American 
artistic expression from cubism to abstract art. Experience 
cultural exchanges dating back to the early 1900s, shaping 

the visual arts landscape in the Americas. Experience the 
transformative effect of these artists on the region’s identity.

Friday March 22nd, an already sold-out event, we are offering 
once more the Savoring Italy series, with Professor Valentina 
Asciutti and her native region of Abruzzo.

I will also be guiding our annual tour on April 7th to the National 
Art Gallery featuring the Italian collection of the West Wing. 
The English event is already sold-out, but there are a few spots 
remaining in Italian at 3:30 pm.

For our youngest members and their families, the annual 
traditional Easter Egg hunt at Villa Firenze is taking place on 
Sunday, April 7th from 1:30pm-4:30pm. We extend our most 
heartfelt thank you to the Italian Ambassador Mariangela 
Zappia for hosting the event as well as for her ongoing support. 
This is a very popular fundraising event to benefit the Center 
for the Advancement of Innovative Health Practices, a local 
children’s charity.

I am looking forward to seeing you at our events and I wish you 
all a very Happy Easter and Spring Break.

Chair of the ICS Board of Directors

https://italianculturalsociety.org
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Dear ICS Friends,

I’m very pleased to share our Spring Schedule, aimed at 
preparing you to travel to Italy and enjoy Italian food, news, 
and especially opera. Turandot will open on May 11th at the 
Kennedy Center, for the occasion of the 100th anniversary 
of Puccini's passing. The Director of the ICS Music School, 
Diego Rodriguez, will offer a course in English and one in 
Italian “Tutti all’opera.” We are also offering two lectures:

* Celebrating Puccini: A Centennial Reflection on His Life, 
Art, and Legacy on April 28th and * Celebrating Puccini: 
“Turandot” on May 5th. (Upcoming events webpage)
 
Language courses, starting at the Beginners level, are 
offered both online and in person. Some Intermediate and 
Advanced level courses also have the hybrid option.
 
Other interesting courses to consider:
Reading the news: * Italy today: reading listening, and 
conversation on current events (A2-B2); or *Live from Italy, 
for a more advanced level (B2-C2).

For lovers of literature, do not miss a course focused on 
Alessandro Manzoni’s masterpiece: I Promessi Sposi– also 
for Italians (B2-C2). For art lovers: The collection of the 
Barberini Palace in Rome (B2-C1).
 
For our popular Book Clubs we offer: Gli occhi della 
Gioconda by P. Angela and Meraviglie: alla scoperta della 
penisola dei tesori by the same author; L’inverno dei Leoni, 
by S. Auci, Le perfezioni provvisorie, by G. Carolfiglio, Come 

un respiro, by F. Ozpetek.
 
For those who love the culture and geography of Italy, we 
are offering mini-courses in English and in Italian focused 
on different regions: Discover Sardegna and Una gita a …
Venezia!
 
For the classics, we are offering beginner classes in Ancient 
Greek 1, or Latin (Beg. 2 and Intermediate 2 levels for this 
term), for aspiring chefs, Cooking classes: March 23rd  in 
a private home in DC NW; and for those who want some 
exercise, Yoga in Italian.
 
Registration is open for our Spring Schedule. Here you 
can see additional courses, including grammar review, 
conversation, and cultural classes also in English. The start 
date for our Spring Term is March 25th for some courses, 
while others will start the first week of April.
 
Early Bird discount for Summer Camps ends on April 1st, so 
sign up soon! Please visit the Kids and Teens’ page.

Our Upcoming Events webpage continues to expand with a 
diverse array of new events, ranging from guided tours and 
movies to lectures and informative webinars focused on 
living in Italy. I hope to see many of you on these occasions 
and at the Gala.
 
Buona primavera a tutti!

 

CEO & Executive Director

ITALIAN LANGUAGE PROGRAM & MORE

Anche l’ultimo workshop serale per i bambini dedicato alla festa del papà è stato un successo, abbiamo creato i lavoretti ed 
i biglietti per i nostri papà, imparato a fare i dolci tipici italiani del 19 marzo, le Zeppole di San Giuseppe, imparato perchè in 
Italia la festa del papà non si celebra come negli Stati Uniti, la seconda domenica di giugno, ma nel giorno di San Giuseppe, 
il papà del bambin Gesù, abbiamo ascoltato la lettura ad alta voce del libro “Ti voglio bene papà” e “Papà isola”, abbiamo 
ballato con “Mi scappa la pipì papà!”, abbiamo cantato “Mio papà fa il casalingo”, giocato e mangiato la pizza con il pomo-
doro, mozzarella, basilico, oppure con il salame (non i pepperoni) abbiamo preparato e mangiato due belle fette di pane con 
il cuoricino fatto con la Nutella e con la marmellata. Evviva le tradizioni, evviva le emozioni, evviva lo stare insieme a scuola 
anche dalle 6.30 alle 9.30 di venerdì sera. Vi aspettiamo per la serata sulla “Festa della mamma”, venerdì 10 maggio 2024: 

https://italianculturalsociety.org/kids-teens/

By Fiorenza Castelli, Workshop and Summer Camp Coordinator

https://italianculturalsociety.org/ilp/
https://italianculturalsociety.org/latin/
https://italianculturalsociety.org/latin/
https://italianculturalsociety.org/cooking-classes/
https://italianculturalsociety.org/yoga/
https://italianculturalsociety.org/ilp/
https://italianculturalsociety.org/kids-teens/
https://italianculturalsociety.org/events/
https://italianculturalsociety.org/kids-teens/
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THE ITALIAN CULTURAL SOCIETY 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
Annelise Brody: Chair of the Board
Francesca Casazza: Executive Director & CEO
Bruce Esposito: Treasurer
Camilla Acquista: Secretary

DIRECTORS
Sara Forden: Events & Communication
Salvatore Romano: Membership, Finance 
Melitta Paterni: Cultural Programs & 
Fundraising
Angela Maggi: Photographer & Events
Phil Contrino: Events & Finance

HONORARY MEMBERS
Luigi De Luca: President Emeritus
Ronald Cappelletti: President Emeritus
Romeo Segnan: Member At Large

ICS STAFF
Francesca Casazza: Executive Director & CEO
Lucy Fonseca: Administrative & Office 
Manager
Emanuela Ciriotti: Program and Events 
Manager
Eugenia Lollini: Communication Manager
Gigi Fulginiti: Marketing & Website Consultant  
Benedetta Mannella: Social Media Manager
Felicia Toscano: Director of the ICS Music 
School
Fiorenza Castelli: Workshop and Summer 
Camp Coordinator

ITALIAN LANGUAGE PROGRAM
Valentina Asciutti, Annelise Brody, Sofia 
Caligiuri, Fiorenza Castelli, Tarita Colella, 
Carlo Ellena, Silvana De Luca, Francesco Da 
Vela, Cristiana Fabiani, Laura Granata, Kristin 
Cassola, Laura Loddo, Samantha Mattocci, 
Tsehay Benyam Mesfin, Nicoletta Nencioli, 
Mariana Petrova Tacheva, Claudio Pedone, 
Antonella Salvatore Pellegrino, Camilla Presti, 
Vera Sogoian, Irene Sorensen, Claudio Tanca, 
Samantha Vergassola; Diego Rodriguez - 
Piano, Violin & Chorus Director, Caterina 
Vannucci - violin teacher.

GALA 2023 SPONSORS

PLATINUM: Taylor Agostino Group - Compass 
Real Estate, Lamborghini

GOLD: Ferrero, Bank of America, Campari, 
Bethesda Travel Center, MediaSet Italia, Marco 
Stilli - Sotheby's International Realty, Villa 
Jolanda, Generali - Europ Assistance, Due Torri 
Hotels, Poltrona Frau

SILVER: Molteni & C, Fincantieri Marine Group, 
Italian Citizenship Assistance, BarnesVanze 
Architects, Boffi e DePadova, Shalom Baranes 
Associates 

BEVERAGE & FOOD SPONSORS: Cantiniere 
Imports and Distributing, Inc. in collaboration 
with Marramiero, Dolci Gelati, Illy

BRONZE: Pirelli Tires North America, Alma 
Edizioni, Edilingua

AUCTION MAIN DONORS: Elite Island Resorts, 
Due Torri Hotels, Poltrona Frau, Cassina, 
Peuterey, Melitta P., Illy, Campari, Centrolina, 
Libellula, Monsieur Touton Selection, Roberto's 
Ristorante Italiano, Edilingua, Barre 3 Bethesda, 
Choral Arts, Study in Italy, Annelise Brody 
Morani, Laura Motika Loddo, Accademia 
Italiana Salerno, Accademia Italiana Napoli, 
Kristin Cassola Nehme, National Symphony 
Orchestra, National Philharmonic, National 
Chamber Ensemble.

INDIVIDUAL DONORS GALA 2023
ICS PATRONS (VIP Tables): Anonymous, 
Anonymous

Order Sons and Daughters of Italy in 
America (OSDIA), Bruce Esposito, Mark 
Steven Venezia, Elham and Joseph Cicippio, 
Ellen and Jack Coppley, Ranieri Cavaceppi, 
Pia Agostini, Cathy MacNeil-Hollinger

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS
College student:

Gala Voyt

Single: 

Cesar Flores, Raymond Lamberti, Julia Croft, 
Kimberly Miller, Richard Gervase, Joanne Aron, 
Virginia Darrow-Menegaz

Couple/Family: 
Carmen Petruzzi and family
Jane Santy and family
Chris LaVigna and family
Edward Lopez and family
Jaclene Begley and family

Follow us on social 
media!
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Dear ICS friends,

We are thrilled to invite you to this year’s Gala: A Taste of Time!

This year's theme is the the excellence of Italian food and wine, and in particular, the sustainable gastronomy and 
preservation of culture and territory. We are honored to celebrate Carlo Petrini, the visionary founder of Slow Food, and 
Roberta Ceretto, representing an exclusive wine cellar producer from Langhe, renowned for their commitment to excellence.

Born into a family deeply entrenched in the Langhe region’s wine and food industry, Roberta Ceretto represents its third 
generation, committed to advancing viticulture. Inspired by her father Bruno and uncle Marcello – defined “the Barolo 
Brothers” by Wine Spectator in 1986 – Roberta and her family drive the company forward with a focus on sustainability, 
innovation and quality. 

Born in Bra, Italy, in 1949, Carlo Petrini studied sociology at Trento University and then 
became involved in local politics. In the early 1980s, Petrini witnessed the speed of 
industrialization of food and the standardizing of taste and realized that it would lead to the 
disappearance of thousands of food varieties and sought to demonstrate that people had 
more choice than what had become supermarket homogenization. In 1986, when McDonald’s 
opened in Rome’s Piazza di Spagna, Petrini and other activists gathered in protest with big 
bowls of penne chanting, “We don’t want fast food. We want Slow Food!” Petrini is the author 
of Slow Food Nation: Why Our Food Should Be Good, Clean, 
And Fair among many other books and articles translated 
into many languages. In 2004, he was named a ‘European 
Hero’ by Time magazine, and in 2008, The Guardian named 
him as the sole Italian to appear in the list of ‘50 People Who 
Could Save the World’. 

Roberta Ceretto leads the Ceretto wine company, upholding its legacy of innovation and 
sustainability. Beyond wine production, Roberta intertwines it with the Langhe’s offerings, 
collaborating with writers, artists, and architects to enrich the region’s narrative. Initiatives 
such as the glass-covered viewing platform and collaborations with Michelin-starred 
chef Enrico Crippa. Together with chef Crippa, the Ceretto family founded Piola and Piazza 
Duomo restaurant, the first in Piedmont with 3 Michelin stars. Thanks to her dedication the 
family’s winemaking tradition evolves, embracing innovation, sustainability, and a profound 
appreciation for the Langhe’s beauty. With each endeavor, she underscores that wine is more 
than a product—it’s a testament to the land, culture, and spirit of its creators.

The Slow Food Movement, founded by Carlo Petrini in 1986, was born to defend regional traditions, good food, gastronomic 
pleasure, and a slow pace of life. It has evolved to embrace a comprehensive approach to food that recognizes the strong 
connections between plate, planet, people and culture. Today, Slow Food represents a global movement involving thousands 
of projects and millions of people in over 160 countries. In 2007, the University of Gastronomic Sciences was founded in 
Pollenzo, the first international academic institution specifically devoted to studying the inextricable links between food and 
cultures.

Join us at the Embassy of Italy, on June 7th for a memorable night of celebration of Italian excellence. This year’s dinner is set 
to elevate the culinary experience to new heights, surpassing our already excellent standards.

By purchasing your tickets, you would also support our mission through a tax deductible contribution. The event includes an 
awards ceremony for the recipients of our scholarships, deserving students of Italian, Classics, Arts, Science and pianists.

More details are on our Gala webpage. Please consider being a Sponsor, or a recognized Patron donor. VIP Tables are limited, 
so reserve now, or contact us! Thank you for being an essential part of this year's celebration.

The ICS Gala Committee

INTRODUCING THE HONORARY GUESTS

SLOW FOOD

INFORMATION & RESERVATIONS

https://italianculturalsociety.org
https://italianculturalsociety.org/special-events/gala_2024_/
https://italianculturalsociety.org/special-events/gala_2024_/
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PAST EVENTS: APERITIVO CARNEVALESCO
We enjoyed Carnevale with a special ”Aperitivo… Conversando in Italiano” with music, food and Aperol Spritz! The children had their 
workshop on Carnevale with Maestra Fiorenza the previous Friday. (Pictures in the February issue!)

WINE TASTING
Sip, Swirl, Savor An enchanting night unfolded at The ICS Headquarters last night as we delved into the rich tapestry of Piedmont’s 
wines. From the elegant Barolo and Barbareso to the vibrant Barbera, and a less known Pelaverga, each sip was a journey through 
the rolling vineyards of Langhe. Our gratitude to the expert guide, steeped in the heart of winemaking, for sharing the stories and 
flavors. Check out the captured moments in the video – each frame tells a tale of passion, shared glasses, and the warmth of a 
community bound by their shared love for fine wines. And for those eager to live this experience in The Langhe, mark your calendars! 
Join us for our upcoming tour of Piedmont taking place in September. Visit our Trips to Italy page https://italianculturalsociety.org/
trips-to-italy/ and secure your spot TODAY to immerse yourself in the magic of Langhe firsthand. Ti aspettiamo! 

SAVORING ITALY - ABRUZZO
Grazie mille to everyone who joined us at our ICS headquarters for an incredible evening filled with the vibrant flavors and cultural 
uniqueness of Abruzzo. A heartfelt thank you to Prof. Valentina Asciutti for her invaluable guidance and for illuminating us with her 
insights into Abruzzo’s culture. Grazie mille to Destination Abruzzo for treating us to the finest regional delicacies and Cantiniere 
Imports & Distributing, Inc. for the exquisite selection of wines that enhanced our dining experience. Special gratitude goes out 
to our member and friend Silvia Mancini for her delicious homemade timballo, adding an extra layer of flavor to the evening. 
Christopher John Renneker, President of The Abruzzo and Molise Heritage Society of the Washington D.C. Area, your participation 
enriched the event immensely. A big thank you to Mayor Carlo Masci of Pescara for sending a thoughtful message via video, further 
connecting us to the beauty and warmth of Abruzzo. Everybody’s presence made the night truly special, and we can’t wait to see 
you again at our next adventure! Stay tuned for more exciting journeys through Italy. Grazie ancora!

https://italianculturalsociety.org/trips-to-italy/
https://italianculturalsociety.org/trips-to-italy/
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UPCOMING EVENTS: NATIONAL GALLERY GUIDED TOUR
TOURING THROUGH THE ITALIAN COLLECTION AT THE NATIONAL GALLERY WITH 
PROF. ANNELISE BRODY MORANI 
Sunday, April 7th at 2:00PM in English (sold out), at 3:30PM in Italian (spots available)
Location: National Gallery of Art, 4th St. NW (entrance ground floor) 

Join Professor Annelise Brody Morani for a captivating journey through the Italian 
collection at the National Gallery of Art. This guided tour promises an enlightening 
experience lasting one hour and fifteen minutes. Purchase tickets here.

ONLINE LECTURE ON SIENA'S CATHEDRAL
A 1-HOUR AND 15-MINUTE ONLINE LECTURE ON THE 
MAGNIFICENT FLOOR OF SIENA’S CATHEDRAL, 
PRESENTED BY PROFESSOR ANNELISE BRODY MORANI 
Saturday, April 13th at 5:00pm 
Location: online (attendees will receive a Zoom link)

Built to mirror Heavenly Jerusalem, the stunning “painted” marble floor of Siena’s cathedral 
was fully unveiled this year for the first time after 30 years of ongoing restoration work. This 
floor, often referred to as the “carpet of painted marble,” illustrates the journey towards 
the acquisition of the highest wisdom, which is God. In life’s journey, the stone, with its 
perfect squares, becomes the safe harbor from which to embark and return, resplendent 
in a continuous display of lights and colors that narrate the “history” of human knowledge.  
Purchase tickets here.

SPECIAL SCREENING OF “ENNIO” 
AT THE AFI SILVER THEATRE, CO-PRESENTED WITH THE ICS 
Saturday, April 20th at 2:00 PM & at 5:00 PM

Join us at the AFI Silver Theatre in Silver Spring for the documentary “ENNIO,” which explores the 
illustrious career of Ennio Morricone, directed by Giuseppe Tornatore.  Ticket holders for either 
screening are invited to attend a wine and chocolate reception from 4:20 to 5:00, sponsored by the 
Italian Cultural Society of Washington, DC. Purchase tickets here.

CELEBRATING PUCCINI
LECTURE 1 – CELEBRATING PUCCINI: A CENTENNIAL 
REFLECTION ON HIS LIFE, ART, AND LEGACY 
Sunday, April 28th at 5:15pm – followed by an aperitivo

Join us for a lively journey through Puccini’s life, his era, and the timeless melodies 
that continue to resonate with audiences worldwide. From the bustling streets of 19th-
century Italy to the grand stages of opera houses, we’ll explore the historical context 
that shaped Puccini’s compositions. With engaging discussions and immersive music 

analysis, we’ll unravel the secrets behind his masterpieces and uncover the heart of Puccini’s artistic genius. Whether you’re a 
seasoned opera aficionado or a curious music lover, this commemorative lecture promises to be an enlightening and enjoyable 
tribute to one of history’s most beloved composers.  Purchase tickets here.

Lecture 2 soon to follow!

https://italianculturalsociety.org
https://italianculturalsociety.org/course/guided-tour/
https://italianculturalsociety.org/course/online-lecture/
https://silver.afi.com/Browsing/Movies/Details/f-0100004466
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/celebrating-puccini-a-centennial-reflection-on-his-life-art-and-legacy-tickets-859522323407?aff=oddtdtcreator
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SCHOLARSHIP AWARDS 2024 – APPLY NOW!
The Italian Cultural Society (ICS) sponsors a variety of special awards to honor Washington, D.C. area elementary, high school 

and university students who excel in the study of Italian language.

Other award categories acknowledge excellence in Latin/ Greek, piano performance, painting and art and Science.

Awards are made possible through donations and fundraising events. If a donor wishes, ICS can create and name a new award, 
perhaps as a memorial or to honor a cause. To make a donation, please contact our office, 301-215-7885. The Italian Cultural 

Society of Washington, D.C. is a 501 (c) (3) non-profit organization. All donations to ICS are 100% tax deductible.

The Awards will be presented at the prestigious ICS Gala Dinner Awards at the Embassy of Italy. Attendance at the Awards Gala 
is a requirement of receiving an award, with the exception of the Cesarina Horings and the Maura Maffia Awards. The winners of 

the Luciana Montanari-Mendola Award may be asked to perform at the Awards Gala.

Our Amazing Donors:
Ron Cappelletti, Luigi De Luca, Silvana De Luca, Bruce Esposito, Fincantieri Marine Group, anonymous, Romeo Segnan, Arrigo e 

Ingrid Mongini, Jeffrey Nico, Paolo and Claudia Vidoli, Stefania Amodeo, Nina Luzzatto Gardner and Francesco Olivieri, Francesca 
Krieg, Stefania Amodeo, Monica Devey, Ida Arcorace, Melissa Maxman, Nicholas and Brenda Monaco, anonymous, Alessandra 

DeSantis, Michael Su, Paolo Nascimbeni
Donate for ICS Scholarship Awards

Please contact us if you want to start a new Scholarship Award in your name.

The Maria Guarrera Wilmeth Award
The Maria Guarrera Wilmeth Award honors two (or more) outstanding students from a Washington metropolitan area high 

school in which the study of Italian language is part of the curriculum. The award provides $800 to each student or group of 
students, if they apply in a group of two or three.

Awards are named in honor of the founder of the ICS Italian Language Program, who initiated the inclusion of the Italian 
language in the schools of the DC area. The awards are funded by donations.

CLICK HERE FOR DETAILS on how to apply

The Maura Guida Maffia Award
The Maura Guida Maffia Award honors a student who is interested in taking an ICS course and needs some encouragement  or 

financial support.  Students can apply for this scholarship to take an annual ILP class ($900) for free. The scholarship can be used 
to enroll in any suitable course of the ICS Italian Language Program.

CLICK HERE FOR DETAILS on how to apply

ICS Awards for students under the age of 31

·         The Elena and Antonio De Luca Award honors one university student who has excelled in the study of Latin and/or Greek 
with a $1,000 award. (Donor: Luigi De Luca)

·         The Luciana Montanari-Mendola Awards provides one $1,000 award for a university or conservatory student showing 
promise in piano performance, and one $800 award for a high-school age pianist showing promise in piano performance. 
Examples of recordings must accompany your application and must include one piece for solo piano by Frederick Chopin. 

(Donor: Silvana De Luca)
CLICK HERE FOR DETAILS on how to apply

The Young Scientist Award
The Italian Cultural Society recognizes the accomplishments of Italian scientists working in the Washington area. A $1,500 

award is to given to an Italian national working in the Washington area as a doctoral student or as a post-doctoral student or 
an equivalent (e.g., in connection with NIH, NIST or with NASA or a university) in the physical, biological or medical sciences, 

mathematics, or engineering. (Main Donor: Ron Cappelletti) 
CLICK HERE FOR DETAILS on how to apply

https://italianculturalsociety.org/course/ics-donation-scholarship-awards/
https://italianculturalsociety.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/04/Maria-Guarrera-Wilmeth-Award-2022.pdf
https://italianculturalsociety.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/05/Maria-Guida-Maffia-Award.pdf
https://italianculturalsociety.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/03/ICS-Awards-for-students-under-31-2.pdf
https://italianculturalsociety.org/awards-scholarships/#:~:text=CLICK%20HERE%20FOR%20DETAILS%20on%20how%20to%20app
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APRIL ELECTION OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS
The ICS Board of Directors, after reviewing the letters of intents and the curriculum vitae is happy to present 
the following exceptional candidates for the next Board elections in April 2024.

Anne Marie Cammisa is an Italian American who has been part of the Italian Cultural Society all her life. Her 
father, Guido Cammisa served the Board for several years and she herself has been a student of Italian for 
several years.  A Ph.D. graduate in American Government at Georgetown University, with a master’s in public 
policy, she is currently working as a Teaching Professor at the Georgetown University. Close to her heart is 
the advocacy for the study of Italian in secondary schools in the DMV area: “My Italian class through ICS was 
my weekly lifesaver, connecting me to the language, to other students and to the wonderful culture and 
history of Italy. The Society offers a rich array of experiences in cuisine, art, fashion, film, music and more. The 
mission of the Society to promote the language and culture of Italy in the United States is dear to my own 
heart. I would bring to the board my own passion and enthusiasm for Italian culture, and my experiences as 
an educator, researcher and public speaker. It would be my great honor to serve on the Board.”

Dorothea Dickerman earned her JD at the University of Chicago Law School and practiced law for 34 
years prior to her early retirement. She was one of 13 equal partner women (out of 200 men) to work for 
McGuireWoods. Her mother was a first generation born in the US of Italian immigrant parents. Dorothea is 
currently a researcher, writer, lecturer and podcast guest, focusing on 16th century English history with a 
particular interest on Italian influence on it. “Although I have traveled extensively in Italy, the ICS has brought 
me “home” in ways that mere tourism, even Italian language skills alone, cannot provide. For this, I am 
most grateful. Secondly, Renaissance Italy has a particular relevance to my 16th century English studies. The 
influence of Italian Renaissance literature on Elizabethan and Jacobean literature and culture is unmistakable 
and of great importance to my research and writing.  Without Italian literature and in-person travel in Italy, 
I assure you, Shakespeare would not exist. For me, only enrolling in a Master of Arts program could match 
the opportunities the ICS is giving me to study the Italian Renaissance in depth through original texts, art, 
history, and culture. For this I am enormously grateful to the extraordinary faculty, the administration and 
volunteers.”

Lavinia Fici Pasquina is a Sicilian born internationally recognized architect, currently a professor of 
architecture at Catholic University. She has received several awards of excellence for her work as an architect. 
Some of you who came to our last gala may remember her in conversation with starchitect Stefano Boeri. 
She is also currently writing a book on Italian wine. “I believe my extensive knowledge of Italy, particularly 
its architecture, art, history, and culture, mixed with my love of the country, professional connections, and 
experience teaching, would help serve the Board of Directors of the ICS expand its outreach to its students 
and members. I would be dedicated to lending my talents, energy, passion, experience, and enthusiasm to 
the success of the ICS, by expanding its enrollment and cultural event offerings, including tours of Italy with 
a special interest in the Mediterranean basin, Sicily and its islands.” 

Please contact us if you are interested in joining the Board of Directors.

https://italianculturalsociety.org
mailto:language@italianculturalsociety.org
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To advertise on Poche Parole, please call  
301-215-7885 or contact ICS.Eventi@italianculturalsociety.org.

Rates per month, per 3 months: 
Business card - 1/8 page: $100; 

1/4 page: $150; 1/2 page: $200; Full page: $300
For the year (9 issues): 20% discount

ABOUT POCHE PAROLE
Poche Parole is published each month from September through May. Deadline for ad and article submissions is the 22nd of 
the month preceding publication of the issue. Please send submissions to ICS.Eventi@italianculturalsociety.org. Advertisers 
appearing in Poche Parole have paid a fee. Publication of any advertisement in Poche Parole does not reflect ICS endorsement 
or guarantee of the advertiser’s services, products or statements. Material contained in articles is the sole responsibility of 
the author and does not indicate ICS endorsement.

ABOUT ICS
The Italian Cultural Society of Washington D.C. (ICS) is your home for cultural and social events in the Washington metropolitan 
area, and for courses to learn or improve your Italian. Our community is growing and involving the entire US.

OUR MISSION

The Italian Cultural Society promotes the appreciation and knowledge of the Italian language and culture by creating 
opportunities through language programs, cultural events, and partnerships. 

OUR HISTORY

Founded in 1953 by Professor Salvatore J. Castiglione, Chairman of the Italian Department of Georgetown University, the 
Society launched its Italian Language Program in 1974, with contribution of the Italian Ministry of Foreign Affairs and 
International Cooperation. 

VISIT US ONLINE
ITALIANCULTURALSOCIETY.ORG

https://italianculturalsociety.org
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GALA 2023 SPONSORS

ICS PATRONS (VIP Tables): Anonymous, Anonymous 

INDIVIDUAL DONORS: Order Sons and Daughters of Italy in America (OSDIA), Bruce Esposito, Mark Steven Vene-
zia, Elham and Joseph Cicippio, Ellen and Jack Coppley, Ranieri Cavaceppi, Pia Agostini, Cathy MacNeil-Hollinger

ENJOY OUR YOUTUBE CHANNEL, INCLUDING GALA 2022, GALA 2021, MONTHLY CULTURAL EVENTS AND 
VIRTUAL GALA 2020

https://italianculturalsociety.org


THE ITALIAN CULTURAL SOCIETY 
OF WASHINGTON D.C.

4833 Rugby Avenue, Suite #201
Bethesda, MD 20814

301-215-7885
www.italianculturalsociety.org

Return Service Requested

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
Mail application to:

ICS Membership
4833 Rugby Avenue, Suite #201
Bethesda, MD 20814

Please make check payable to:

The Italian Cultural Society

Name : Occupation:

Volunteer Skills:

Address:

City : Zip Code:

Email:

State:

Address Change o	  New Member o	 Renewal o

Phone:

Please deliver Poche Parole by:	 Email only o	  Email and US Mail o

Type of Membership:

o Student $25 o Bronze Sponsor $500
o Single $75 o Silver Sponsor $1,000
o Couple $110 o Gold Sponsor $2,500
o Family $110 o Platinum Sponsor $5,000+

Supporting Italian Arts, Culture, and Language Since 1953
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